
February 5, 2023
The Way, the Truth, and the Life Blessed Are You
Thank you for viewing our online bulletin for February 5, 2023. Full texts of the readings and hymns are provided below.
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Jesus shares with his followers profound teachings on blessing. The Beatitudes define what it means to live
as the people of God, following the way and the truth revealed in Christ. They speak to values and priorities
that often contradict norms of the culture. In the language of the Testament, the “makar” (Grk.) – the
“blessed one” – is not the most favored, on whom fortune or circumstance has smiled. Rather, one who is
truly blessed has the Kingdom of God foremost at heart, and finds satisfaction in God – independent of the
world, regardless of circumstances. This one, Jesus says, knows true blessing. This one is free, indeed!
Scout Volunteer and Recognition Sunday

Prelude

Be Thou My Vision arr.
Prelude
TBD

Welcome and Gathering

Thanksgiving for Baptism Litany

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩
one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting
wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.



Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are the fountain of resurrection.

Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah, his family, and the animals survive the flood. Hagar
discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock.
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.

Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this sacrament. Breathe your Spirit
into all who are gathered here and into all your beloved creation.

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin that is within us and drown the
evil that surrounds us.

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Welcome

Gathering Song
Open My Eyes That I May See
UMH 454 --- Verses: All

Verse 1
Open my eyes that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free

Chorus
Silently now I wait for Thee
Ready my God Thy will to see
Open my eyes illumine me
Spirit divine

Verse 2
Open my ears that I may hear
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear
And while the wave notes fall on my ear
Everything false will disappear

Verse 3
Open my mouth and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with Thy children thus to share

Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The light and love of Creator God embodied in the life of Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Lord, take us to the mountain top. Lead us out, onto a wide and level plain. In all times and circumstances,
teach us what it means to live your way. Bless us with your truth, and with the wisdom and courage to
embrace it. Amen.



Installation of Church Council (11:00am)

The Readings

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters
shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Psalm Antiphon
This is the Day
ALLC

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice, let us rejoice
and be glad in it.

Psalm Reading Psalm 112:1-9

1 Praise the Lord! Happy are those who revere the Lord, who greatly delight in his commandments. 2 Their
descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and riches are in
their houses, and their righteousness endures forever.

Antiphon

4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 5 It is well with
those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice. 6 For the righteous will never be
moved; they will be remembered forever.

Antiphon

7 They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 8 Their hearts are steady, they will
not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 9 They have distributed freely, they have given
to the poor; their righteousness endures forever;

Antiphon

Second Reading Acts 13:44-52

44 The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews saw
the crowds, they were filled with jealousy; and blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul. 46
Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, "It was necessary that the word of God should be
spoken first to you. Since you reject it and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning
to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 'I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, so
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'" 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and
praised the word of the Lord; and as many as had been destined for eternal life became believers. 49 Thus the
word of the Lord spread throughout the region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and
the leading men of the city, and stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their
region. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium. 52 And the



disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

Gospel Acclamation
Arise, Your Light is Come
ELW 314 --- Verses: 1

Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit's call obey;
show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.

The Gospel Matthew 5:1-16

5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 "Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth. 6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 "Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when people
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you. 13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city
built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

The Message

Children's Message

Sermon

Time of Reflection
Time of Reflection
ad libitum

Prayers and Offerings

Song of the Day
God Of The Fertile Fields
ACS 1063

Verse 1
God of the fertile fields,
shaper of earth that yields our daily bread:
forth from your bounteous hand
come gifts your love has planned,
that all in ev'ry land
be clothed and fed.

Verse 2
We would be stewards true,



holding in trust from you all that you give;
help us in love to share,
teach us like you to care
for people ev'rywhere,
that all may live.

Verse 3
As grows the hidden seed
to fruit that serves our need, so your reign grows.
Let all our toil be used,
no gift of yours abused,
no humble task refused
your love bestows.

Verse 4
God of the countryside,
dear to the Christ who died to make us one:
we pledge our lives anew
in faithful love to you.
Guide all we say and do.
Your will be done.

Profession of Faith Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, eternal, almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of all, the Beloved Begotten One;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
lived and loved among us,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
who descended to the dead,
and on the third day rose again;
who ascended into heaven,
sits at the right hand of the loving God,
and will come again to make whole the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Special Music (08:30am)
To Be Determined
TBD

Special Music (11:00am)
For The Beauty Of The Earth
Conrad Kocker

Offering Prayer



God of all, we give thanks for your grace,

Refreshment for all who will partake in it, light for all who will walk in it, strength for all who will hope in
it, healing for all who have need of it, wholeness for all who will live in it.

We come bearing our gifts,

That we might be your hands in the work you are doing, your voice in the truth you reveal, to aid all
who struggle, to reach out to all who are lost.

Gracious God, you generously provide all that is needed to build up your church. Receive our offerings to
support the ministries of this congregation,

To be the hearts through which you love the world. Amen

Communion Liturgy

The Great Thanksgiving
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Rienestra/Sterneman

The Grace of God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts We lift up our hearts to God
Let us give thanks to God! It is good and it is right,
our joy and our delight to give God praise
at all times and in all ways.

Eucharistic Prayer
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Rienestra/Sterneman

It is with joy and delight that we give thanks for Your Grace and Love
and offer praise to you O God through Jesus Christ.
You call us to a joyful life of communion with all your creatures here on earth.
And so with all people and all creation we join together and sing your praise:

Holy, Holy, Holy
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Rienestra/Sterneman

O holy, holy are You, God of love and light,
the heavens and the earth are filled with your love,
filled with your Grace.
Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is the one who comes in Your name
to share Your Love.
Hosanna in the highest!

Words of Institution

Lord's Prayer



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Holy Communion

Invitation

Communion Song
Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
ACS 966 --- Verses: All

Verse 1
Loaves were broken, words were spoken
by the Galilean shore.
Jesus, Bread of life from heaven,
was their food forevermore.

Refrain
By your body broken for us,
by your wine of life outpoured,
Jesus, feed again your people.
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.

Verse 2
Loaves were broken, words were spoken
in a quiet room one night.
In the bread and wine you gave them,
Christ, you came as Light from Light. Refrain

Verse 3
Loaves are broken, words are spoken,
as in faith we gather here.
Jesus speaks across the ages:
"I am with you; do not fear!" Refrain

Verse 4
By the loaves you break and give us,
send us in your name to share
bread for which the millions hunger,
words that tell your love and care. Refrain

Communion Song
Change My Heart Oh God



ELW 801 --- Verses: All

Chorus 1

Change my heart oh God
Make it ever true
Change my heart oh God
May I be like You

Verse 1

You are the potter
I am the clay
Mold me and make me
This is what I pray

Communion Prayer

God of life and all creation, you welcome us to a table of your preparing in the midst of the world. In the gift of
this Sacrament, you reveal your Christ present with us, nurturing us and strengthening us for the days ahead.

Help us to live in the light of Christ. Help us to walk in the way and the truth he reveals. Lead us forth
into the world, blessed to share the gift of your love, forgiveness and grace. Amen.

Sending Forth

Announcements

Scout Recognition

Installation of Church Council (08:30am)

Blessing

Sending Song
Spirit Of God Descend Upon My Heart
ELW 800 --- Verses: All

Verse 1
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,
and make me love you as I ought to love.

Verse 2
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no op'ning skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.

Verse 3
Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!

Verse 4



Teach me to love you as your angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame:
the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove,
my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

Mission and Peace

Mission Response
Traveling Mercies
ALLC Mission Response --- Verses: Refrain

Go in peace
Live in grace
Trust in the arms that will hold you
Go in peace
Live in grace
Trust God's love

Postlude

They'll Know We Are Christians arr. Mark Hayes
Postlude
TBD




