
Lifting COVID Protocols at Church on Sunday, June 13 

  

As reported at the June 6 virtual congregational voters meeting, we are discontinuing nearly all of 

our current COVID protocols at St. John’s. This is based on updated guidelines from the Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) and our Governor, and is in step with sister congregations within our area of 

Northern Virginia. So what does this mean? 

  

• Social distancing will no longer be required, but we will continue to ask that you 

respect the personal space of others. Greet one another with a wave or bow and leave 

some distance between yourself and other worshippers as the pews allow. Seating in 

the pews will no longer be limited to every other pew.  

• Registration for worship services will no longer be required. There will no longer 

be a check-in table in the Narthex as you arrive for worship services, and worshipers 

may go directly into the Sanctuary. 

• Those who have been fully vaccinated are no longer required to wear a 

mask during worship. Consistent with CDC guidelines, if you have not received a 

vaccine, continue to wear a mask (including unvaccinated children ages 2-12 and 

older).  

• Cleaning of the Sanctuary will now be done by our custodial team during the week 

vs. individuals doing this immediately after worship services. A very big THANK YOU to 

Barbara Pate and all those who have faithfully served in cleaning and disinfecting the 

Sanctuary for the past year! 

• Distribution of Holy Communion will continue as we have been doing this over 

the past year, from the floor vs. at the altar. This enables people with disabilities to 

receive the Sacrament along with everyone else, as well as reducing the overall time of 

distribution. We will not be offering the common cup/chalice at this time, but will 

continue with individual cups only. 

• Wednesday Noon Holy Communion will continue throughout the summer, but will 

be discontinued after Labor Day. Until then, please continue to register for Holy 

Communion so we know how many to plan for each week. 

• Live streaming of worship services will continue each Sunday morning with the 

9:30AM service. Thank you to our AV Operators who do a great job each week, 

enabling online worshipers to join in-person worshipers. Online worshipers can 

continue to join us either on Facebook Live or YouTube for viewing live services as well 

as those previously recorded. Click here and scroll down for the worship bulletins.  

• Groups using space at Church are now being handled through Janet Gillis, St. John’s 

Church Administrator. Requests for rooms and space below 50 will go through the 

normal church office request process. Requests for group gatherings above 50 need 

prior approval and must go through the church office. Maximum gatherings in the 

Fellowship Hall will be 75 until September 1, 2021. 

• Plans for post-Labor Day include the following: reopening the Fellowship Hall for the 

Sunday morning Education Hour; reopening classrooms for education and meetings; 

routing requests for rooms and space below 100 through the normal church office 

request process; require prior approval for requests for gatherings above 100 and 

must go through the church office; approve use of the kitchen for food preparation, 
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serving and consumption of food; and reimplement the coffee service for Sunday 

morning.  

• The safety and well-being of everyone remains our top priority in all of this. If needs 

dictate any change in these plans, we will certainly make this known to the members 

of St. John’s as soon as possible.  

  

A debt of gratitude is owed to St. John’s Reopening Team who have done yeoman’s work over the 

past year to guide our congregation forward. Thank you to Greg Miller (chairperson), Patte 

Crampton, Rachel Dancy, Andrew Ehlers, and Judy Weikart. 

 

We thank you for your patience and understanding and for your continued commitment to walk 

together as a family of faith through all of these steps and changes. 

  

In Christ’s peace, 

The Leadership Team of St. John’s, Church Council, and Staff 


