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August 2, 2019 
 
The Honorable Robert E. Lighthizer  
United States Trade Representative  
600 17th St. NW  
Washington, DC 20508  
 
Re:  Comments of the National Potato Council 

Docket No. USTR-2019-0003:  
Enforcement of U.S. WTO Rights in Large Civil Aircraft Dispute 

 
Dear Ambassador Lighthizer, 
 
The National Potato Council (“NPC”) submits these comments in support of the Office of 
the U.S. Trade Representative’s (“USTR’s”) investigation and proposed action to enforce 
U.S. rights in the World Trade Organization (“WTO”) dispute against the EU and certain 
member states regarding their subsidies to large civil aircraft. 
  
The NPC requests that USTR add frozen and fresh potato products (U.S. HTS code 
2004.10.80.0 and HTS code 0701.90.50, respectively) to the Annex, subjecting the 
importation of these products from any of the member states of the European Union (EU) 
to additional duties under the Section 301 investigation referenced in this docket.  
 
While we are generally free trade oriented, decades-long protectionism by the EU through 
tariffs and unscientific regulatory barriers limits reinforces an unlevel playing field for U.S. 
potato farmers. In the case of fresh and frozen potatoes, the tariffs on US product going to 
Europe is more than double that of product coming from the EU to the United States.  
This imbalance has allowed EU growers and processors to prosper and now they are 
looking at the US as a market for their finished product. 
  
Over the past 9 years, EU exports of potato products have increased dramatically and 
have to potential to significantly displace US grown and manufactured product.   In 2010, 
the EU exported to the US, approximately $3.4 million in potato products under these tariff 
lines.  In 2018, that number had increased to $55 million annually, comprising 1,500% 
growth in less than a decade. 
   
Further, the trendline is increasing dramatically.  In the first five months of 2019, EU 
exports to the U.S. have risen 55% in value.  Since 2016, exports to the US have 
approximately doubled annually, while US sales to the EU have been virtually zero over 
the same period. 
 
We believe that the USTR’s proposed action, though temporary, sends the right message 
to Europe that reforms must be undertaken immediately.  For these reasons, the National 
Potato Council supports USTR’s proposed imposition of additional duties on certain 



products of the EU and its member states and specifically encourage the imposition of 
additional tariffs in the 25% range for frozen potato products and 15% for fresh potato 
products. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
W. Kam Quarles 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Cc: Secretary of Agriculture Perdue 

Senate Finance Committee 
House Ways and Means Committee 
Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee 
House Agriculture Committee 


