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National Association of Women Business Owners'NWI Connects Group
Support, Empowerment, and Inspiration

THE WOI\,IEN WHO ATTTNDID TllI INAUGURAL MIITING OF NWI (ONN[(IS SMIL[S Att AROUND AT THE IIRST NWI (ONNITTS MEETING IN SiPTEMBER

re you a woman business owner looking for leadership,
edr-rcation, and networking opportunities with fellow
women business owners? Do you have challenges in your

business t1-iat ale l<eepingyou up at night? If so,let r.ne intloclucc
you to thc nc\\-cst satcllitc cl'raptel of the National Association ol
Women Busiuess Or,r,uers (NAWBO): the NWI Connects Group.

Co-chails Eclie Fienemann and Tiffany Irving, both members or

the Cl-ricago CI-rapter of NAWBO, have recently laur.rched the N\\tl
Connects Gror-rp, a satellite ofthe Chicago chapter. For r8 yeals.
Edie owrrecl a scrap metal bnsiness ir-r the Cl-ricago ai'ea ancl is non
a real estate blokel with McColly Real Istate in Vaipalaiso. Edie
became a NAWBO Chicago chapter nicmber ln zot6 and has beeu
on their board since 20t8. She l-ras sei'ved two terms as plesident
and is the chaptel's immediate past president. She also vohinteels
her time as a SCORE mentor.

Tiffany, Seniol Vice Presiderrt arrcl Wealth Advisol witl.r Mesirorr.
h:rs spent thc last 25 ycals :rs :r pi'ivate wealth advisol wo|king
with indivicluals ancl thcii'larr- ilics. inclr,tcling women business
o\ /ners. She's a lor-rg-tirle rnembeL'of the Wonren's Inpact Furrd of
the Porter Countl'Cor-ninunitl, Founclation ancl a Boald Mem'ber for
tl-re Caling Place. Both u,oinen arc lcirrl]-to shale tl'reiL'ski1ls ancl
knowledge u,ith other' \{ou}ell.

NAWBO's NWI Connects is burlt on thc iuvirltiablc lclutionshrp.
women business owners crlltivate for sr.rpport, empo\ ,e lmcnt.
and inspiration. Whether yon run a l:usiness of one ol a ltnsiuc: r

of several l-rurrdred, NAWBO exists to help yon succeed. Memb:i:
represent br-rsinesses in all rnajor irrclnsti'ial, service, ancl reri-l
scctors. Rcsoulccs inclucle i'egulal rnorrthly meetiirgs. a lre\\ -i:. . -

vidco liblaly ancl nrolc.

www.bestversionmedra.com

Folmed in 1978, NAWBO nationally has over 1z million women
irr-rsiness owner members. The Chicago chapter is the largest of
oler 52 chapters in the U.S. In addition to the hands-on guidance
and sr,rpport the group provides, NAWBO also serves as a voice for
irs r-nerlbers on economic, social, and public policy issues throtigh
Iobbying activities.

It s a fact that women l:usiness owners face their own nniqne
set of challenges. Edie explains. 'As much as we want to say it's an
er-en platform, if you're a woman, there are certain disadvantages.
\nd if yor-r're a womarl of diversity, that adds another layer of disad-
talrtages, especially in terms of access to capital."

When it comes to inclnsion, Edie says, "If you can't flnd a seat at
the tab1e, get yoLir own table! That's what we do. We help women
get their own table to keep paving the way for more female entle-
prellelrrs. Being a wornan business owner can be very isolating.
Being 1n a male dominated industry and then coming in contact
rtitl-r fellow women business owners who were working collectively
fol the greater good was very refreshing. This group is warm and
invitlng and it's something I feel confldent in sharing with other
\\-onen. NAWBO is a safe place to learn and grow."

Tiffany has found NAWBO to be very beneflcial to her business
and growing her networl<. "For me, it's the connections with all
these exceptional women. When I attended the Chicago annnal
conference in April, it was a fantastic opportunity to meet other
members. It was very peer to peer," she says. "There were many
different industries represented and women in various phases of
elrtlepreneurship. When you're growing your own company, yoll
don't know what yoti don't know; and yoti often don't know who to
ask. This group is about guiding one another to find the resollrces
needed and to support each other regaldless ofindustry."

The NWI Connects grolip meets from B:OOam - 9:3Oam the
second Wednesday of each month via Zoom. Recent topics
plesented include how to networl<, and how to understand income
srateinents, balance sheets, the chalt of accor-rirts, flxed assets,
cost of goods and more. In upcoming meetings, the group plans
to dlscuss leadership, professional development, marketing,
cr-rstomer relationships and flnding local lesources.

On December 14 from Spm-7pm, the NWI Connects group will
host a holiday event at Ella Jayms in Valparaiso where members
ar.rd prospective members are invited to attend. For additional
events, visit www.nawbo.org/Chicago.
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