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Oklahoma 4-H youth invited to participate in Junior Governor program
Oklahoma 4-H’ers in fourth through sixth grade will have the opportunity to learn about the government, develop leadership skills and explore the democratic process during the Oklahoma 4-H Junior Governor program, scheduled for Nov. 7 on the Oklahoma State University campus in Stillwater.
The one-day civic engagement event introduces youth to the three branches of government through hands-on workshops and interactive activities. Participants will learn how state government works, explore the legislative process and discover ways they can become involved in their communities.
“With civics no longer being required in schools, it is becoming even more important for 4-H members to learn about government and the processes that go hand in hand with government so they start to understand how state government works for them and how they can be involved,” said Cathleen Taylor, Oklahoma 4-H leadership and civic engagement specialist.
Throughout the day, 4-H’ers will take part in activities designed to bring government to life. Youth will learn how a bill becomes a law, explore the responsibilities of elected officials and gain firsthand experience with the election process.
Fifth-grade participants will have the opportunity to run for offices within the program. Candidates will select a platform they are passionate about, develop campaign messages and share their ideas with fellow 4-H’ers before participating in an election.
Participants will vote to elect an Oklahoma 4-H Junior Governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state and cabinet members. Those elected will serve as Oklahoma 4-H Junior Governor officers throughout the coming year and will be formally inaugurated during a ceremony at the Oklahoma State Capitol.
“The 4-H members who run for office have to choose a platform they are passionate about and share their ideas for making an impact on the issue with the other members,” Taylor said. “The other members then can be inspired to become involved in their communities as well.”
Taylor said this type of program helps 4-H’ers develop skills that will benefit them long after the event concludes.
“Experiences like Junior Governor give youth a safe place to practice their public speaking skills, learn leadership development and learn life skills beyond their regular 4-H meetings,” she said. “These skills help prepare youth to not only be future leaders, but also to take on roles in their clubs, schools and communities, and become even more involved in Oklahoma 4-H.”
The Oklahoma 4-H Junior Governor program is presented by Oklahoma 4-H and the Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy. Registration will be available through ZSuite beginning Sept. 1. For more information, contact a local OSU Extension office.
###
Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination. Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, sex, color, national origin, marital status, disability or veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and activities, and/or admissions. For more information, visit https://eeo.okstate.edu.
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