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Moderator Ahnee Conner called the meeting to order at 10:57 a.m. She noted that a quorum 
was surely met, and the exact count would be given later in the meeting.  

Action Items 

(1) Election of new officers: On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Emma Walker read the 
slate of candidates to be voted on, then made a motion for the full slate to be accepted. 
The motion was seconded by Joe Bir, then voted on by the congregation. The motion 
passed.  

(2) Moderator Conner introduced a proposed change to the Bylaws in regards to the position 
description of treasurer. She began by reading the current language and described how the 
new language would designate that the treasurer and assistant treasurer’s positions mimic 
that of moderator and assistant moderator in how the terms are carried out. Moderator 
Conner asked for a motion to adopt the new language into the church Bylaws. Nada O’Neil 
motioned, and the motion was seconded by Kirby Volz. After brief discussion, the motion 
was put to a vote and passed.  

Information Items 

(1) Reverend Timothy Murphy presented an overview of the Safe Church Policy. The policy is 
not all-encompassing, but rather focused on preventing and addressing sexual abuse and 
harassment in the church community. Rev. Murphy summarized both the prevention and 
response aspects of the policy, as well as the process undertaken by the Safety Committee 
to draft the policy.  
 
Rev. Murphy highlighted one sentence in the policy, which some church members have 
taken issue with. The sentence is in regards to the prohibition of those persons who have 
been convicted of a sex offense and how they may or may not join in the life of Plymouth 
Church. Because members have been divided on how to address this matter, the policy will 
not be voted on during this meeting. Church leadership feels this issue needs to be given 
further consideration before making a presentation to the congregation for a vote.  
 
Rev. Murphy offered a 15-minute window for questions and discussion, during which 
multiple church members shared a range of opinions related to this particular aspect of the 
safety policy. He the added that there will be further after-service forums in order to 
facilitate discussion before the Safe Church Policy is voted on at the January 
Congregational Meeting.  



The congregation joined in singing Hymn 393, “Blessed Be the Ties that Bind,” then Reverend 
Sara Ofner-Seals offered a closing prayer.  

Moderator Conner noted that the official quorum count is 105 members, then she adjourned 
the meeting at 11:45 a.m.  

Allie Brown, 
Recorder


