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MISSIONS, COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS...

 THIS MONTH: VBS, SAINTS ALIVE LUNCH & MORE!



PASTOR’S LETTER
“forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal...”

Philippians 3:13-14

Dear Church Family, 

As we pursue our heavenly calling as believers in Christ, we do so with the 
mindset of a distance runner as opposed to a sprinter. As we seek to live out 
our lives in a Christ-like manner, we do so with spiritual focus- recognizing the 
pitfalls and challenges of a broken, sinful world. 

As we move into a new season of life as a church (post-pandemic), we let go 
of the inconveniences or frustrations of an “unprecedented” time in our culture 
and press on towards being the people God intends us to be! With that being 
said, please keep the leadership of our church in prayer as we seek to return to 
a full schedule of worship (yes, with choir!), ministry programs (Sunday school, 
logos, Camp Grier, etc.), and fellowship events (yes, this includes food!!). Some 
of this will be introduced as early as July (VBS) and most of it should be in place 
and rolling by August or September. Please pray specifically for wisdom, timing, 
a spirit of unity, and continued growth.

Again, it is a privilege to serve alongside you and to continually experience 
God’s presence in our midst.

Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Dave Rockness



PASTOR’S LETTER STEWARDSHIP

Lord of All – Acts 17:22-34

God is the Maker and not the one who was made. God was not created by man; 
he is the One who makes man and everything else that exists in all the universe. He is 
the originator of all things. In the ancient world, they took a piece of gold or silver or 
wood and carved or formed an idol, thus worshiping the works of men’s hands. Today 
we don’t use images, but we still see men worshiping themselves, projected to infinite 
proportions. That is what idolatry is... God is not the projection of man; God is greater 
than man. God originated man. Everything that exists came from his hands. He is the 
Maker, and not the made.

God is the giver and does not have any needs himself. “The God who made the 
world and everything in it (is the Lord of heaven and earth... He is not served by 
human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and 
breath and everything else).” God is not looking for anything from man, as idolatry 
and paganism taught. Men had to bring gifts to the gods, they had to do things for 
their gods, to propitiate them and sacrifice them, and bring them all kinds of things. 

Do you think that we are free from idolatry, for if a god is that which is the most 
important thing in your life, that to which you give your time and effort and energy, 
that which occupies the primary place of importance to you, the thing you live for, 
then men have many gods even today. Money is a god for some. Fame is a god to 
others. Your children can be your gods. You yourself can be your own god; you can 
worship yourself... These are the false gods that people everywhere worship. They 
make continual demands upon us. They do nothing for us, but we must work for them. 
Acknowledging that God is the originator of all things is the beginning of lifestyle 
stewardship. 

Message from your Stewarship Committee
Excerpts NIV Stewardship Study Bible

Pastor/Author Ray Stedman (Page 1442)

“Giving your time, your talents, and your 
tithes to God’s work...”

PRAYER- Lord, you alone are great and worthy of my worship. 
When I am tempted to turn to something or someone to fill 
my heart and meet my needs, I pray that you will draw my 
eyes back to your great Father-heart of love. I praise you for 
being the One who pours out everything I need and desire. 



PYF
PYF Update  

Over the summer the PYF students 
continued to meet on Sunday evenings 
at parks, pools and people’s lake homes.  
We’ve had a ton of fun together and 
shared in worship together and discussions 
about the Bible.  The students bring a ton 
of energy and some amazing skills.  From 
kickball to leading worship, to welcoming 
new students, these kids do it all.  The 
youth will continue to meet through the 
summer at people’s homes.  Please watch the bulletin and weekly emails for 
specifics.  Check out the pictures below to see the fun we are having and on 
the right a great picture of some of our graduates.  

The Youth Department continues to seek to fill two intern positions.  Please keep 
this in prayer and if you know a qualified individual who might be interested, 
please connect them with Pastor Jason .



MISSIONS
Missions, Coffee, and Conversation...

On August 3, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. we are hosting Shadi Fatehi from Pars 
Theological Seminary for an informational Mission event in our 143 Building.  
Shadi will be speaking about Pars Theological Center followed by a time of 
Q&A.  The center was founded in 2010 by an interdenominational team of 
Iranian pastors and theologians who dreamt of a hub for deep, holistic and 
contextual leadership training for Iran. Today, Pars is home to a blended 
Persian-language School of Theology and Leadership, the Iranian Leaders 
Forum, a Counselling Centre, Publishing House and multiple online platforms 
devoted to discipleship and leader development. Through all of these, they 
are committed to cultivating a community of biblically rooted, theologically 
informed and spiritually mature servant-leaders who would bring the light 
of God’s presence to Iran and across the Persian world.  You are invited to 
join us to hear how God is working on the other side of the world in spite of 
persecution.



Dear First Presbyterian Family,

As some of you know, PYF was in Quincy, Massachusetts on a mission trip the 
week of June 19-26.  We were partnering with Lighthouse Fellowship Church. 
On this trip we worked to clean up different parts of the church, and sought to 
show Jesus to the people of Quincy.

We left on Saturday the 19th at six in the morning and after a long thirteen 
hour drive with only two stops, we finally arrived in Quincy. We were greeted 
by members from the church. This warm welcome made us feel at home, and 
we knew we were here for a good reason. On Sunday we joined Lighthouse 
Church for their church service and potluck lunch. After lunch we took a tour of 
Fenway Park, and had dinner in Boston. Most of the kids on the trip had never 
been to Boston before so it was exciting to see a new city. 

After a long day of fun on Sunday we were ready to start work on Monday. Our 
work at the church consisted of repairing a shed, painting the youth room, and 
rebuilding a deck. This took all day and carried over into Tuesday. It was hard 
work, but it was rewarding to see projects like these completed and know that 
it was done for the good of the church.

 On Wednesday and Thursday, we started to prepare for our church service 
on the beach. We talked about how to share Jesus with people and the 
importance of it. After these discussions and prayer we walked along the 
beach here in Quincy and invited people to our service. This was a new 
experience for the majority of us so it was a little intimidating at first. After a 
few interactions we all warmed up to the idea of sharing and we were all 
much more comfortable with sharing. I believe that this service was a great 
opportunity to show the real world about Jesus and why we worship Him. 

On behalf of PYF and Lighthouse Fellowship I would like to thank all of you 
for your prayers and support. Trips like these would not be possible without a 
supportive church like First Presbyterian. 

In Christ,

Ryan Fitzpatrick and the PYF team

MISSIONS
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CHRISTIAN ED
Vacation Bible School

Parts of the church are starting to look like a very busy railroad facility!  Train 
depots, steam engines, ticket offices, lots of luggage and parcels, railroad 
crossings, and the beginnings of a model train display (thanks to Chuck 
Hunter).   We are getting very excited about the Rocky Railway coming to First 
Presbyterian on July 12!

We are excited to announce that registration for VBS is full, with a waiting list 
in place.  Please contact Ellen Auten (ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) as soon as 
possible if you have not registered, and you can see if there is room available 
for our week-long train adventure.

Following is some important VBS information as we look forward to starting on 
July 12:

• VBS Volunteers – We still need some help with volunteers, especially as 
preschool and elementary crew leaders.  Crew leaders lead small groups 
of preschool or elementary children (approximately 12-15 children) to the 
various rotation stations during the VBS morning- Opening Assembly, crafts, 
recreation, Bible and snack.

• Decorating Crew – We meet on Wednesday and Friday mornings to work on 
VBS.  Here is the July schedule:

 
 Friday, July 2 – 10:00 am – noon
 Wednesday, July 7 – 10:00 am – noon
 Friday, July 9 – 10:00 am – noon



CHRISTIAN ED
 Sunday, July 11 – Noon – late afternoon (any amount of time is 
 appreciated)
 A snack lunch will be served to Sunday afternoon volunteers.

• Donations needed

We have a group of approximately 140 children, along with approximately 60 
volunteers this year – any kind of pre-packaged snack food, bottled water, or 
bottled juice would be greatly appreciated.  Snack foods would include 
pre-packaged goldfish crackers, pretzels, granola bars, snack crackers, gummy 
snacks, animal crackers, cookies.  Thank you for your generosity!
• A VBS staff meeting and supper will be held Tuesday, July 6 at 6:30 pm in the 

fellowship hall.  All staff are encouraged to attend.

• Youth volunteers (rising 7th grade – rising 12th graders) are required to attend 
a Teen Volunteer Training Meeting in order to participate in VBS.  Meetings 
will be held:

 Friday, July 2 – 10:00 am
 Tuesday, July 6 – 6:30 pm
 Wednesday, July 7 – 10:00 am



Camp Grier Retreat – Save the Date!

We are making plans for a day retreat 
at Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC.  

Details include:

 Date: Saturday, September 4

 Location: Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC

 Meals: Saturday lunch will be a 
 pack-your-own-picnic, enjoyed at a 
 picnic shelter at camp
 *Saturday dinner will be catered 
 barbecue from Okie Dokies BBQ
 
 Cost: $20 per person, 12 years and older, $15 per person, under 12 
 *no charge for children 4 years and younger
(cost includes Camp Grier’s day rental fee, Saturday night BBQ and supplies)
 
 Activities: Lake activities (canoe and kayak, including boat races in the 
 afternoon)
  Hike to Camp Grier sliding rock and Rhododendron trail
  Hike to tower
  Swimming
  Disc golf
  Pavilion games
  Boat race, complete with homemade boats, 
  in the Camp Grier “crick”
  Campfire with singing, devotions and s’mores

Put the date on your calendar!  Registration will be held in August – stay tuned 
for more information!

CHRISTIAN ED



CHRISTIAN ED
Adult Church School 
We are offering an adult Sunday School 
class, and everyone is welcome to join the 
fellowship and study on Sunday mornings at 
10:00 am in the fellowship hall.
 
Led by John and Judy Daniel, the class is 
studying the Ray Vander Laan DVD teaching 
series, “That the World May Know.”  The class 
watches a DVD in the series, followed by 
class discussion.  The class focuses on how 
God revealed himself to his ancient people, 
and how the stories of the Bible reveal His 
mission for our lives.

Lessons for June are from Volume 4:  “Death and Resurrection of the Messiah: 
Bringing God’s Shalom to a World in Chaos.”
 
 July 4 – The Rabbi
 July 11 – Language of Culture
 July 18 – Misguided Faith
 July 25 – Living Water

Appreciation is expressed to John and Judy for initiating this class, for 
studying weekly and for leading the class on Sunday mornings.  They 
continue to put a great deal of time into all aspects of the class, and we are 
grateful for their leadership.

Thank you also to Brem Sholar, who has been a wonderful technical leader 
for the class.  His faithful attendance and attention to the technical details of 
the class has been an encouragement and help to all who attend the class.  
Thank you, Brem!

 



CHRISTIAN ED
Children’s Messages
 
There is a Children’s Message posted on the church website each week.  Go 
to www.mooresvillefpc.org, click on Ministries, then click on Children’s tab.  

The messages in July are as follows: 

July 4 – Lightning Bugs and Fireflies
July 11 – Whales and Big Fish
July 18 – All About Turtles
July 25 – “Bee” Attitudes

Saints Alive “Lunch Bunch”

In March 2020, the Saints Alive group was scheduled to have lunch together 
at the then new Olive Garden restaurant, and then everything shut down, so 
we had to cancel our lunch together at Mooresville’s newest restaurant.  So 
we’re going to try again….

If you are comfortable gathering with your friends in a restaurant, please join 
us on Tuesday, July 27 at 11:30 am.  Olive Garden is located at 438 Talbert 
Road.  Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) 
by Monday, July 26 to make a reservation.
 
We look forward to catching up with our church friends!  It was a long wait….



PRESCHOOL
It’s very quiet in the preschool without our students but we are glad our 
teachers are getting a much-needed rest so they can be ready to take on the 
2021-2022 school year!

We are in the midst of planning and reevaluating our safety protocols for 
the upcoming year. We will be at normal enrollment in our classes. With the 
changes in COVID precautions, we felt comfortable not practicing social 
distancing but still using safety precautions in the classrooms. We are happy to 
return to collaborating in centers, practicing sharing, turn taking and playing 
TOGETHER! Classrooms will operate as a unit and not interact with other 
classrooms to help reduce exposure, but we are happy to be together! 

We are grateful for the freedom we have in America. With the celebration of 
Independence Day, we love our country and those that fought for our freedom 
and those that continue to keep us safe! 

Upcoming Dates: 

August 9-13: Teacher Work Week 
August 16 & 17: Orientation Days 
August 18: First Day of Preschool 



9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
12 pm VBS Workday
5 pm MS PYF 
7 pm HS PYF

CALENDAR
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

4  5  6 7

11  12  13 14

18  19 20  21

25

9:30 am VBS
2 pm Sermon 
Study (Dave)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

2 pm Sermon Study 
(Dave)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

9:30 am VBS 
6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

26  

10 am VBS Workday 
10 am Teen 
Volunteer Training 
VBS 
6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship 
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7pm HS PYF

9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF
9:30 am 
Contemporary 
Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional Worship
5 pm MS PYF
6:30 pm Stated Session 
Meeting
7 pm HS PYF

2 pm Sermon Study 
(Dave) 
6:30 pm VBS Staff & 
Teen Volunteer 
Training 

9:30 am 
Vacation Bible School  
7 pm BSA Troop 166-G
7 pm BSA Troop 1166-B 

2 pm Sermon Study 
(Dave)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

27  
6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

28

Office Closed- 
Independence Day
Obsesrvance 
7 pm BSA Troop 166-G
7 pm BSA Troop 1166-B

 
7 pm BSA Troop 166-G
7 pm BSA Troop 1166-B 

 
7 pm BSA Troop 166-G
7 pm BSA Troop 1166-B 



WEDNESDAY

CALENDAR
Birthdays: 
7/1- Eric Estes, Chuck 
Hunter
7/2- Carolyn Brawley, 
Noah Hutto, Betty 
Pearce, Pete Peterson
7/3- Kathryn Coates, 
Joan Gibson, Ralph 
Herring, Cameron 
Sledge
7/5- Julianna Morrow
7/6- Bryan Cole, Ann 
Manning
7/7- John Grimes, Celia 
Putnam 
7/10- Meghan 
Abernathy, Erin 
Micklow, John Morrow, 
Patrick Stutts
7/11- Jeffery Brawley
7/12- Peter Sentas
7/13- Hayden Estes
7/16- Emie Crymes, 
Madeleine Waugh, 
Matthew Windsor 
7/17- Tom Rhyne
7/18- John Robinson
7/19- Kathleen 
Patterson, Gary Roach
7/20- Kathleen Bates, 
Catherine Campbell
7/21- Jackson Schaen
7/22- Katie McIntosh
7/23- Nolan Lynch
7/24- Verna Whalen
7/25- Marilyn Beaver, 
Marian Dillingham 
7/26- Ellen Auten
7/27- French Brawley, 
Caroline Howard, 
Jordan Magnusson
7/28- Jordyn Trimberger
7/29- Eric Junkins, Emory 
McNeely
7/30- Graham Weaver
7/31- Alicia Miller, 
Thelma Vaughan, Hillary 
Zwolinski

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3

8  9 10

15  16  17

22 23  24

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

 7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

1 2

7 pm Bible Study 
with Andy Stanley 
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study 

7 pm Bible Study with 
Andy Stanley
7pm Screwtape 
Letters Bible Study 

9:30 am VBS
7 pm Bible Study 
with Andy Stanley 
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

7 pm Bible Study 
with Andy Stanley 
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study 

10 am VBS Workday
10 am Teen 
Volunteer Training 
VBS

10 am VBS 
Workday

9:30 am VBS

29 31
7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

30
7 pm Bible Study 
with Andy Stanley 
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study 
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July 2021

Welcome! 

Welcome to our new office 
assistant, Joanne Palmieri.

Letter to the Church  

Dear FPC: We are truly grateful for 
the support of the congregation 

and staff during the loss of our dear 
Carolyn. Thank you all for the visits, 
calls, food, cards, memorials, and 
especially your prayers during this 
time. We are indeed blessed to be 
a part of such a caring family as 

Mooresville FPC. 

-Bill, Jeff, Terry, and Megan Morrow, 
and the grandchildren. 

Bereavement

Christian sympathy is expressed to 
Sharon Culp in the death of her 

husband, Al Culp, to Ross Culp in 
the death of his father, and to other 

members of Al Culp’s family in his 
death on June 10. 


