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VBS RECAP: THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!
COMING SOON! SCOUTS EVENTS, LOGOS/MSM, CAMP GRIER!

PASTOR’S LETTER
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your loving support during this challenging time in my
family’s life. Karli, our youngest, is doing quite well. Your phone calls,
meals, and most importantly your prayers were all deeply appreciated!
My father is now at home (arrived yesterday) after his unexpected triple
bypass surgery. The timing for his surgery and initial recovery seems
providential due to the fact that all three of his children had planned to
be in Florida the final week of July. We have all been able to take shifts
to be there for him and my mother. Although we feel we have made it
through the critical aspects of his surgery/transitions/recovery, continued
prayers in his behalf are deeply valued.

We are grateful for a loving church family and feel blessed to be on
the receiving end of spirit-filled ministry!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Dave Rockness

STEWARDSHIP
“Giving your time, your talents, and your
tithes to God’s work...”
PRAYER- God, give me faith like that of this widow
to give my heart to you.

All She Had – Luke 21:1-4
Jesus was watching as people put their money into the temple treasury.
He has just warned the disciples about the Pharisees, criticizing them for
being ostentanious in their dress and manner. Even their religion was superficial rather
than substantial: “They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers”
(Lk 20:47.) Jesus then observed (ironically) one of the poor widows putting her copper
coins into the temple treasury: the comparison he made drove home this point: It’s
not how much you give, but why you give. It’s not how many empty prayers you spin,
but how much you trust God.

A heart of faith and love is dearer to God than the most costly gift. The poor
widow gave her living to do the little that she did. She deprived herself of food
in order to give those two mites to the cause she loved. And she did it in faith,
believing that her heavenly Father would not overlook her great need. It was
this unselfish spirit and childlike faith that won the Savior’s commendation ...
When Jesus said of the widow, she “put in all she had to live on,” His words
were true, not only of the motive, but of the results of her gift. The “two very
small copper coins” have brought to God’s treasury an amount of money far
greater than the contributions of those rich Jews. The influence of that little gift
has been like a stream, small in its beginning, but widening and deepening as
it flowed down through the ages ... Her example of self-sacrifice has acted and
reacted upon the thousands of hearts in every land and in every age. It has
appealed to both the rich and the poor, and their offerings have swelled the
value of her gift. God’s blessing upon the widow’s mite has made it the source
of great results. So with every gift bestowed and every act performed with a
sincere desire for God’s glory. It is linked with the purposes of Omnipotence. Its
results for good no man can measure.
Message from your Stewarship Committee
Excerpts NIV Stewardship Study Bible
American religious leader & author Ellen G. White (Page 1361)

LOGOS/MSM
Logos/Middle School Ministry
				
				
				
				
				

We are excited to offer our Logos / Middle School Ministry
(MSM) program - in person - this fall! Logos / MSM has
been a part of this congregation since Fall 1979, and we
are indeed excited to offer this Christian education
program again this year, in all its parts.

				
				
				
				
				
				

Logos/MSM is a mid-week program for children and youth
in 1st-8th grades. The goal of the program is the same as
it was 42 years ago - to develop genuine and lasting
relationships between young people and Jesus Christ,
between young people and their ministers, parents and
other adults in the congregation, and their peers.

Some important information about Logos/MSM:
• Logos is for Grades 1-5.
• MSM is for Grades 6-8.
• The 4 parts of Logos/MSM are Bible study, recreation, worship skills and dinner
hour.
• Logos choir is for grades 1-5; handbells are for grades 6-8.
• Logos/MSM meets on Wednesday afternoons from 4:30-7:00 pm.
• First day of Logos/MSM is Wednesday, September 15.
• Parents must attend a Parent Meeting and volunteer in some capacity,
usually in the kitchen (or have a volunteer “sponsor” for your child).
• Registration deadline is Wednesday, September 8.
• Cost is $35 registration fee; $55 per semester tuition fee.
Questions about Logos/MSM program - contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275;
ellen@mooresvillefpc.org).

Volunteering at Logos/MSM and Sunday School
Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) for more
information about volunteering in the Logos/MSM program or in our Sunday
School program.
Adult volunteers must have a background check, participate in staff training,
and agree to abide by our volunteer protocols.

SCOUTS

BSA TROOP 166 (BOYS) & TROOP 1166 (GIRLS)
Summer Camp 2021
Camp Raven Knob (Mount Airy, NC) & Regional Girl Camp (Statesville, NC)
During the week of July 4-10, 2021, both the boys and girls troops of First Presbyterian
Church enjoyed their respective weeks at Summer Scout Camp. Many skills were
learned, multiple merit badges were earned and a myriad of memories were made.

				

Next summer (2022), several Scouts and leaders from both
Troop 166 and 1166 will be journeying to Philmont Scout Ranch
in Cimarron, New Mexico. Scouts will be rigorously training
for this amazing trip over the next year.

Jackson Schaen’s Eagle
Scout Project completed
this Spring at FPC!

Noteworthy Upcoming Events
July 31, 2021 (Time TBA): Gabe Warren Eagle Project Carwash Fundraiser @ FPC
September 10-12, 2021: Stone Mountain Camping/Hiking Trip
October/November (TBA/TBD): Coastal Fishing Adventure Trip
November 20, 2021 (11:00 AM - 2:00 PM): Scout Troop Port-A-Pit BBQ Fundraiser @ FPC
Both Troops Meet on Monday Nights @ 7 PM;
Boys (Fellowship Hall); Girls (Church Parlor)
Email: SMtroop166@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN ED
VBS Thank Yous
It was amazing to be together again with our church and community friends
for Rocky Railway VBS, where we learned all week that “Jesus’ Power Pulls
Us Through.” Through Bible stories, music, skits, crafts, games and snacks - we
learned that Jesus is right there to help us in all the ups and downs of life! Thank
you to everyone who helped with VBS this summer - there were coutnless hours
put in by many, many faithful volunteers, and we send a huge thank you for
giving your time to the children in our community!
Thank yous to the following volunteers:
• Bible story leaders
• Craft leaders
• Recreation leaders
• Music leaders
• Skit leaders
• Crew leaders
• Snack helpers
• Registration leaders
• Wednesday and Friday morning Workday Crews
• Sound and video technicians
• Nursery volunteers
• Decorating crew
• Clean up crew
• People who donated craft and snack supplies
• Temperature Checkers
• Church Office staff
And special thanks to Chuck Hunter for setting up an awesome model train
display, and to Debbie and Chuck for operating the 3 model trains daily for the
children to enjoy. The model trains added so much to our theme, and we are
grateful for the time the Hunters gave for us to enjoy the display!

VBS Mission Project
Special thanks to Jodi and Karli Rockness for organizing the VBS Mission Project
this year, and to Lucy Hastings for counting our offering money each day. Karli
and Jodi designed a “Caring Bags Train,” and worked diligently all week to
keep the train rolling! Thanks to Karli for designing a wonderful bulletin board,
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Caring Bag supply train and “Caring Bag tickets.” No detail was left undone!
Our project was to collect supplies to fill duffle bags which will be given to foster
children through The Advocate, a service of Children’s Hope Alliance in Barium
Springs, NC. These duffle bags are given to children who need basic necessities
such as toiletries, school supplies and snacks. The VBS families responded with
overwhelming generosity, and we filled up the “train cars” of the Caring Bags
Train every day - with Bibles, journals, pencils, toothpaste and toothbrushes,
soap, towels, etc.
In addition, the children gave an offering every day, and at the end of the
week our total tally was $605.10. We will use this money to purchase 25 duffel
bags and any other needed supplies.
The elementary craft group made soft fleece pillows to put in the bags, a
welcome addition for a child who finds themself in a difficult situation.
Thank you to all who participated and gave!

VBS

2021

Thank You

for helping us make VBS

Camp GrierAWESOME!
Retreat – Save the Date!
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We are making plans for a day retreat
at Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC for Saturday,
September 4. Details of the retreat include:

Date: Saturday, September 4
Time: Come for all or part of the day, starting
at 10:00 am

Location: Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC
		

985 Camp Grier Road Old Fort, NC

Meals: Pack-your-own picnic lunch- Saturday Lunch

Catered barbecue from Okie Dokies BBQ - Saturday Dinner

Cost: $20 per person 12 years and older

$15 per person under 12
No charge for children 4 years and younger
Cost includes Camp Grier’s day rental fee, Saturday night BBQ and supplies

Schedule: (come for all or part of the day)

10:00 am - Arrival
		
Games and crafts in pavilion (make your boat for boat race)
		
Hiking, football, 4-square
12:00 noon - Lunch and devotions in outdoor pavilion
1:00 - 3:00 - Lake activities, including boat races in lake and creek
3:00 - 5:00 - Rock Slide Hike
				OR
			
Rocking, talking and playing games in pavilion
5:30 - Barbecue dinner in pavilion
6:30 - Early campfire with singing, s’mores and devotions
8:00 - Leave camp

2 Options to Register:

1. Register on church website: www.mooresvillefpc.org
2. Contact Ellen Auten (ellen@mooresvillefpc.org; 704-664-5275).
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Adult Sunday School - Ray Vander
Laan Series, “That the World May
Know”
Our adult Sunday School class continues the
study of the Ray Vander Laan DVD teaching
series, “That the World May Know.” Led by
John and Judy Daniel, the class watches
a DVD in the series, followed by a class
discussion. The class focuses on how God
revealed himself to his ancient people, and
how the stories of the Bible reveal His mission
for our lives.
All are welcome to join the fellowship and
study on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am in the
fellowship hall.
Lessons for August are from Volume 4, “Death and Resurrection of the
Messiah: Bringing God’s Shalom to a World in Chaos.”
August 1– When Storms Come
August 8 – Piercing the Darkness
August 15 – Gates of Hell - Caesarea
August 22 – City of the Great King - Part 1
August 29 – City of the Great King - Part 2

Children’s Sunday School News
After a very long break from in-person
Sunday School for children, we are
delighted to announce that we will once
again offer Sunday School for our children!
Sunday School will begin for grades 1-5 on
Sunday, August 15 at 9:45 am.
Children who are attending Contemporary
Worship in the 143 building will meet in the
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coffee shop area and will be escorted to the Education Building by adult
volunteers, immediately following the worship songs.
Other children (not attending Contemporary Worship) should meet in these
rooms:
4 year olds and Kindergarten - Room 210
1st - 5th graders - Room 322
These first meetings will be combined, multi-age classes, until we begin
our regular fall schedule on Sunday, September 12. Stay tuned for more
information about fall schedules, classes and teachers.
We have missed meeting together, and look forward to study and fellowship
together as Sunday School classes!

Adult Sunday School
Save the date! Adult Sunday School classes will begin meeting again on
Sunday, September 12. Stay tuned for information about classes, meeting
locations, curriculum, and teachers. Beginning September 15, Adult Sunday
School will be offered at the following times:
9:45 - 10:30 am - Education Building / 3rd floor classrooms
10:45 - 11:30 am - 143 Building

Saints Alive “Lunch Bunch”
						

Join the Saints Alive “Lunch Bunch”
as we enjoy lunch and fellowship
together at Johnny’s Farmhouse,
located at 668 River Highway, on
Tuesday, August 17 at 11:30 am.
Contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275;
ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) by
Monday, August 16 to make a
reservation.

PRESCHOOL
Ring the School Bell
Our “Sneak-a-Peek” Orientation at the Preschool will take place
on August 16th and August 17th. This year we have staggered
orientation times to help reduce the number of people in the
building. Please refer to your child’s info packet that came home
at the end of July for your child’s assigned day and time.

Physician’s Forms and Tuition
				

Please plan to bring your physician’s form and immunization
records with you to Orientation along with your first month’s
tuition. August’s tuition is the normal full rate. Please plan to
bring your tuition to Orientation. Checks can be made
payable to First Presbyterian Preschool. We do encourage
you to set up online bill pay where the bank pulls the money
out of your account and sends preschool the check. We do
not automatically pull money from your account.

Supply Drop Off
Parents received a supply list for their child. These supplies are greatly appreciated!
Supplies can be dropped off the week of August 9-13 from 8:30 AM-12:00 PM. This will
give our teachers time to organize the supplues and for us to focus on the safety of
the car line. Don’t forget to LABEL all your supplies with your child’s name and class.
That way we get the supplies to the right place!

First Day of Preschool
Wednesday, August 18th is our first
official day of school. We cannot wait
to see you join us for the 2021-22 School
Year. Drop off is 8:40-9:00 AM and pick
up is 11:40-12 PM. We appreciate your
patience and support during this time.
Our primary goal is to keep your children safe and protected while maintaining
our core preschool program. This year we will have to be at full enrollment and not
able to ensure social distancing. We will have several safety protocols in place to
everyone safe!

CALENDAR
SUNDAY

1

9:30 am
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5:30 pm MS PYF
7:30 pm HS PYF

8

9:30 am
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5 pm PYF Leaders
Training

15

9:30 am
Contemporary Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
for grades 1-5
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5 pm PYF Leaders Training

22

9:30 am
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

29

9:30 am
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

MONDAY

2

7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
166-G
7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
1166-B

9

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
3
4
6:30 pm Bible Study
with Dave

10
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study with Dave

7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
166-G
7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
1166-B

16
Preschool “Sneak-APeak” Orientation
7 pm BSA Scouts Troop
166-G
7 pm BSA Scouts Troop
1166-B

23

17
Preschool “Sneak-APeak” Orientation
11:30 am Saints Alive
lunch at Johnny’s
Farmhouse

24

7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
166-G
7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
1166-B

18
First Day of Preschool
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study with Dave

25
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study with Dave

7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
166-G
7 pm Scouts BSA Troop
1166-B

30

11

31

CALENDAR
THURSDAY

5

FRIDAY

6

SATURDAY

7

7:15 am Men’s Bible
Study

12

13

14
7:15 am Men’s Bible
Study

19

20

21
7:15 am Men’s Bible
Study

26

27

28
7:15 am Men’s Bible
Study

Birthdays:
8/1- Fern Alexander,
Beverly Chappell, Phil
Heilman
8/2- Chloe Gildberg
8/3- Evgenia Pankova,
Alex Teeter
8/4- Stacey Faulkenberry,
Carroll Teeter
8/5- Michael Culbreth,
Emma Ruth Newell
8/6- Hillary Cole
8/7- Emily Kirkland
8/8- Joyce Lytle, Howard
Stutts, Matthew Heilman
8/10- Pat Loftin, Jaclyn
Webb
8/11- Rog McCrea, Lynda
Robinson
8/12- Curtis Crews, Bobby
Hinson, Ruth Newell
8/13- Brian Swedenberg
8/14- Eric Pluer, Graham
Sledge
8/15- Kate Braelyn
Campbell
8/17- Becky McIntyre,
Sam Stranton, Savannah
Stranton
8/18- Alan Sledge, Christy
Floyd
8/19- Matthew Sholar,
Susan Smith
8/20- Jane James
8/22- Drew Teeter
8/23- Bedo Culberson,
David Ramey
8/24- Bill Harris, III
8/25- Sandy Bickett, Pat
Campbell
8/27- Anna McNeely,
David Nelson
8/28- Paige Ladd
8/29- Mabel Culbreth,
Mary Davidson, Grace
Donelson, Susan Merrill
8/30- Neely Davidson
8/31- Andrea Abele, Will
McIntyre III, Lee Rhyne
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My Dear Church Family,

Address Service Requested

A “BIG THANK YOU” for all the cards
and phone calls during my recent
surgery and recovery. They brought
such joy and smiles to my face as I
reviewed your thoughtful messages.
I feel so BLESSED to be a part of our
wonderful church family we call First
Presbyterian! What an awesome
GOD we serve... PRAISING JESUS!
Jane Peterson

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
249 West McLelland Ave.
Mooresville, NC 28115
Telephone: 704-664-5275
Fax: 704-664-7526
Preschool: 704 664-7201
Website: www.mooresvillefpc.org
Email: office@mooresvillefpc.org

FPC Mid-Year Finance
Report
Operating Budget
		
Budget
Income $850,500
Expenses $902,284

Actual (6/30/21)
$367,469
$396,903

Capital Campaign
Goal				
$1,000,000
Pledged				
$857,447
Received				 $626,488

mooresvillefpc@groups.facebook.com
If you would like to be added to or deleted from
our mailing list, please send an email to
office@mooresvillefpc.org or call 704-664-5275

9:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:00 am Morning Worship

August 2021

