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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST CHURCH MEMBERS!
THIS MONTH: PALM SUNDAY, VBS PLANNING & MORE!

PASTOR’S LETTER
“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the
light of life.’” - John 8:12
Our current sermon series is entitled “Signs & Statements.” We have been
emphasizing the seven “I am” statements highlighted in the book of John (“I
am the Light of the World, I am the Bread of Life, I am the Good Shepherd,”
etc.) as well as the seven miracles (“signs”) performed to back these Divine
claims made by Jesus.
In our present climate of racial tension, global health concerns, and political
unrest, I believe that the clarity of these biblical “signs & statements” bring
much needed perspective and grounding. Jesus is our life-changing Savior,
God is in control, and the Holy Spirit is alive and active in our church and in our
personal lives, yes? If you truly believe this, you can experience spiritual peace
as well as an anchoring for your soul.
In addition to preaching, we are consistently doing our best to provide steady
ministry within the life of our church family. Please take note of the many
opportunities taking place in the month of March- both live and through online
options. Also, we look forward to introducing to you our new Director of Music
(Nathan Cole) and our new coffee shop ministry (Performance Coffee run by
Jeff Rumple).
The Lord is good and He has been providing for us in a variety of ways
throughout this pandemic! Please be encouraged and we look forward to
seeing more and more of you in person in God’s
timing as we gradually work our way together
through these global challenges.

In Christ,

Pastor Dave Rockness

STEWARDSHIP
“Giving your time, your talents, and
your tithes to God’s work...”
PRAYER- Do something to bring shalom to your
world today!

The Way Things Ought to Be... Isaiah 35:1-10
What a lovely picture of natural peace and stability Isaiah
paints for us. In a picture of shalom, a picture of health and
peace for humankind, the animal world and the earth. It is a
picture of verdant land and of joyful people. Shalom is “the way things ought to be,”
or God’s will done on earth as it is in heaven. Shalom, in this view, is nothing less than
the creation-wide realization of God’s intentions for all things. This vision of all things in
right relationship is itself rooted in our understanding that God is a God of relationship.
God is not solitary, nor is God isolated or distant from creation. We humans are who
we are only in relation - to God, to other people, and to the nonhuman world. We are
embedded in a complex web of relationships that includes all creatures. The God we
worship - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - is the Lord of all creation. God created all things
in love, and that same God of love is making all things new through the redeeming
work of Christ and the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. The shalom of God extends
to the entire creation.
At present everything is not the way it’s supposed to be. God’s good future has not
yet come, for sin still has its way with us. Relationships are broken. People are
alienated. The world groans for redemption. And so we ache for that time and that
place when all will be set right, when what is mishappen is remade, when those who
are estranged are reconciled. We ache for places of peace and communities of
justice, for people of compassion and times of delight...
What does that aching look like? What does this actually mean for how we live the
good life on God’s good earth? It means we take seriously and joyfully the
implications of our faith in all we do. It means we lean into that good future of shalom
by asking some hard questions. And it means we act with creativity and courage to
make real God’s reign of shalom in our local communities... This earth is God’s world
of wonders. It is a place filled with hope and promise by the God who crafted it,
sustains it, and lovingly works to redeem it... This is our joyful vocation - to love God; to
care for that which God loves; and to seek shalom - the flourishing of all things.
Message from your Stewarship Committee
Excerpts from NIV Stewardship Study Bible (Page 903)

CHURCH NEWS
Parlor Welcome Center
Over a year ago a gift was
given to the church in Eddie
Nelson’s name to help create
welcoming areas in the Parlor
and Fellowship Hall. With
gratitude to the donor, we are
excited to see the project in the
parlor finish up and we wanted
to share some pictures with the
congregation. As you can see
there is a beautiful cabinet, that
matched the decor and wood paneling almost perfectly, with a welcome sign
behind it. The cabinet has shelving in the back for storage and is meant to be
used as a welcome desk on Sundays and during events. It can also be used as
a table or serving counter during circles or small group gatherings. Set on
casters, the cabinet can be slid back to the wall when more room is needed.
The sign, which was designed by our own Luz Heilman, and installed by our own
Tom and Ryan Kirkland, uses our new logo and mission statement to welcome
people in a modern, yet classy way.
Eddie Nelson loved his church, and as a long time member and chair of the
Property Committee, always wanted the building and grounds to foster an
environment where people felt welcome to experience God and enjoy
worshiping Him together. It’s our prayer that this sign and desk will help us
achieve these worthy goals, in Eddie’s honor, to the glory of a good and
mighty God, whom Eddie
is now in the presence of.
Next time you are in
church, stop by the Parlor
and check it out,
remember the great gift
Eddie was to the church,
and say a prayer for those
who will be welcomed to
our church in the future.

CHURCH NEWS
Welcome to New Members!
We are thrilled to introduce to you a class of new members who recently joined
the FPC Mooresville family:
					
Jake & Melissa Foulke along with their 5 childrenEthan, Justin, Caleb, Logan, and Dylan (pictured
right)
Henry & Meghan Seyller along with their 2 childrenJack and Audie
Phil & Debbie Solomone along with their son, Gabriel
Drew Fitzpatrick					
Rick & Rose Shepherd (pictured right)

Welcome to Nathan Cole!
With hearts of enthusiasm and gratitude, the
leadership of our church is pleased to introduce
to you our new Director of Music, Nathan Cole.
He is presently serving out his term as the Music
and Arts Director of the North and South Carolina
Division of the Salvation Army and will be officially
joining our staff towards the end of this summer.
Of the 52 candidates received by our search team,
Nathan was our unanimous selection and was fully
confirmed by Greg Thompson (our organist) and
KJ Reid (representing our Praise Band). We plan
to introduce him soon to our congregation within
the context of a worship service. Please keep
Nathan in prayer as he prepares to join us for this
new calling in his life.

CHRISTIAN ED
Palm Sunday Coat Drive
You are encouraged to bring your
used or outgrown winter coats to
church on Palm Sunday, March 28,
symbolically “laying down your coat
for Jesus,” just as the people of
Jerusalem lined his path with the
cloaks and palm branches for the
triumphal entry. The coats will be
donated to Mooresville Christian
Mission. As we begin to enjoy
warmer temperatures and you
pack your coats away,consider
donating a coat as a visible symbol
of outreach and generosity to
others. Bring your coats to the parlor
or coffee shop area in 143 Broad
on Palm Sunday, and they will be
used as part of the Palm Procession.

Palm Procession
All children and youth are encouraged to participate
in the Palm Procession on Palm Sunday, March 28, at
the contemporary and traditional worship services.
Anyone who would like to be part of the procession
should meet:
• In the coffee shop area of 143 Broad for 9:30
contemporary service
• In the church parlor for 11:00 traditional service
We will form a procession in the worship spaces, and
wave our branches, remembering Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem. We will place coats donated in
the Palm Sunday Coat Drive at the cross, and then
return to our seats.

CHRISTIAN ED
Easter Egg Hunt - *Reservations Required
Everyone is invited to the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3, at 10:00
a.m. Events will begin in the parking lot outside the fellowship hall, with an
Easter story and instructions for the egg hunt. Areas in the parking lot will be
marked off to observe social distancing.
New this year: Reservations will be required so that we can adequately prepare
for the Egg Hunt. Go to the church website to register online. Children are
encouraged to bring a fresh flower to the Egg Hunt, as we are preparing a
“Flower Cross” as a tangible reminder to the children of Christ’s victory over
death on Easter Sunday.
Donations of individually-wrapped candy (small enough to fit inside a 2” plastic
egg) are welcomed and appreciated. Please leave candy in the basket in the
church office by Tuesday, March 30. The Egg Hunt will not be held in the event
of rain or inclement weather.

Journey to Easter with The Storybook Bible
There is a wonderful resource for children (preschool- late elementary) during
the Lenten and Easter season. You can download a “40 Days to Easter Reading
Plan and Activity Kit,” from the writers of “The Jesus Storybook Bible.” The season
of Lent is a wonderful opportunity to gather together as a family and explore
the events of the Easter season. Go to https://www.faithgateway.com/jesusstorybook-bible-lent-easter-printables-sally-lloyd-jones to find the material to
download.
If you are not familiar with “The Jesus Storybook Bible,” we will be glad to order
a copy for your family. Please contact Ellen Auten if you would like a copy.
					

Infant Nursery

In addition to refreshing the elementary Sunday School rooms, we would also
like to give our Infant Nursery a “makeover.” The room needs a little T-L-C with
a new coat of paint, new curtains and new bedding for cribs, along with new
carpeting. Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org)
if you have ideas or would like to help with this project.

CHRISTIAN ED
Vacation Bible School
While we don’t yet know what form our Vacation Bible School will take, we
have scheduled VBS for Monday, July 12- Friday, July 16. We hope to have
some version of an in-person event, following all safety and health precautions.
Our theme is “Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through” (seems quite
appropriate after the year we’ve just gone through)! We’ll combine the fun of
trains and railroads with the beauty of the Rocky Mountains.
We are early in the planning process, and are looking for some set and scenery
items to coordinate with our theme. Following is a list of items we would like to
borrow for VBS:
• Artificial Christmas trees
• Stuffed animals that coordinate with western theme (bears, mountain lions,
elk, deer, raccoons, eagles, etc.)
• Train-related items (Thomas the Tank Engine, Fisher-Price train sets, wooden
trains, etc.)
• Engineer and conductor hats
• Railroad lanterns (no glass globes)
• Railroad overalls
• Depot or train station décor
• Railroad crossing signs

VBS Planning Committee
We are going to have to think “outside the box” for this year’s VBS! If you have
experience planning COVID-safe events, classrooms, camps, sporting events,
particularly with children, we would love to have you join our planning team! If
you would like to participate on the Planning Committee, please contact Ellen
Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org). We will have a Zoom meeting
in early March to begin planning, so please give Ellen a call or email if you can
help!

CHRISTIAN ED
Adult Sunday School
We are pleased to be offering an adult
Sunday School class once again! The
class meets in the fellowship hall at 10:00
a.m., led by John and Judy Daniel. The
class is using the DVD teaching series by
Ray Vander Laan, “That the World May
Know,” beginning with a study of “The
Promised Land.”
The class focuses on how God revealed
himself to his ancient people, and how
the stories of the Bible reveal His mission
for our lives.
Tables and chairs are set up so that
participants may easily sit 6 feet apart.
We strongly recommend wearing a mask
and sitting only with people in your
household. Please contact Ellen Auten
(704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org)
if you have questions.

Elementary Sunday School Room Renovations
We are gathering a group of folks who would like to add input and “elbow
grease” into refreshing the elementary rooms on the 3rd floor of the Education
Building. Following are some of the “refreshing ideas” we have in mind:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paint Rooms 322, 324, and 326
Paint bookcases
New curtains
Resurface blackboards with dry erase surfaces
Update bulletin boards
General “spring cleaning” of these rooms

Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) if you are
interested in being a part of this refreshing project!

YOUTH MINISTRY
PYF Update
The youth here at church continue to meet
on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall
for some games, Bible study, and recently
worship. The middle school group meets
from 5-6:30 p.m. and the high school group
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. We have a
wonderful group of young people who are
welcoming, interested in pursuing Christ,
and genuinely like being around one
another. While COVID restrictions limit what
we are able to do, it has not limited the
enthusiasm of the kids or volunteer leaders
and we continue to make lemonade with
the lemons life has given. Please check out
a few pictures from the recent Super Bowl
gathering in the 143 Building.

Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Jason Sentas

PRESCHOOL
					

Dr. Seuss Week

					

In honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday, we have special days to
celebrate Read Across America. We have Silly Sock Days on
March 2nd & 3rd. We’ll dress like our favorite Seuss character
OR in red, white and black on March 4th & 5th. I can’t wait to
don my Cat in the Hat costume and read to all the classrooms!

Spring Break
Our Spring Break is scheduled for March 8-12th. We hope you enjoy this time with your family.

Leprechaun Hunts
We are anxiously awaiting the arrival of
St. Patrick’s Day and the Leprechaun. He’s
a tricky little guy who makes his appearance
at school, but is elusive and hard to catch.
The children always get excited to see if he
will bring us gold! Remember to wear green
on March 16th and 17th. That’s when we will
go on our Leprechaun Hunts and hopefully
find his gold!

Spring Pictures
Say Cheese! Our Spring Pictures are scheduled for March 24-26. All
our siblings will be photographed together. Our graduates will have
their pictures taken in their caps and gowns.

Egg Hunts
To ensure the children’s safety, we have modified our Easter Egg
Hunts this year. Our children will go on an Egg Scavenger Hunt.
We plan to have oversized eggs with different patterns and colors
hidden around the church. The children will go with their class and
try to find the eggs using a special checklist. At the end of the Egg
Hunt, the children will find their Easter basket filled with special
egg-filled treats. Parents will send in eggs filled with candies for
their own children. This will reduce exposure to our students. But
no matter how the egg hunt is conducted, Easter is a celebration
of the resurrection of Jesus and THAT is what we are here to
celebrate!

CALENDAR
TUESDAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY

1

7 am Men’s Bible
Study (Jason)
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm Scouts BSA
Troop 166
9:30 am
Contemporary
Worship w/Baptism
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

7

14

8

Preschool Closed
7 am Men’s Bible
Study (Jason)
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
2 pm Circle 1 Meeting
7 pm Scouts BSA
Troop 166

15

Daylight Savings
Begins
9:30 am
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

7 am Men’s Bible
Study (Jason)
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm Scouts BSA
Troop 166

9:30 am
Contemporary
Worship
10 am Adult Sunday
School
11 am Traditional
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

7 am Men’s Bible
Study (Jason)
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm Scouts BSA
Troop 166

Palm Sunday/Coat
Drive
9:30 am Contemporary
Worship/Palm Procession
10 am Adult Sunday School
11 am Traditional Worship/
Palm Procession
5 pm MS PYF
6:30 pm Stated Session
Meeting
7 pm HS PYF

7 am Men’s Bible
Study (Jason)
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm Scouts BSA
Troop 166

21

28

22

29

WEDNESDAY
2

2 pm Sermon Study
(Dave)

9

Preschool Closed
10 am Circle 4
12 pm Circle 5
2 pm Sermon Study
(Dave)
7 pm Circle 3

16

2 pm Sermon Study
(Dave)
5:30 pm BSA Cross
Over Ceremony

23

2 pm Sermon Study
(Dave)

30

2 pm Sermon Study
(Dave)

3

4:30 pm
Confirmation Class
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study (Dave)

10

Preschool Closed
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study (Dave)

17

4:30 pm
Confirmation Class
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study (Dave)

24

4:30 pm
Confirmation Class
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study (Dave)

31

4:30 pm
Confirmation Class
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study
6:30 pm Men’s Bible
Study (Dave)

CALENDAR
THURSDAY

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

Preschool Closed
7 pm Online
Ephesians Book
Study (Jason)

7 pm Online
Ephesians Book
Study (Jason)

SATURDAY

4

7 pm Online
Ephesians Book
Study (Jason)

7pm Online
Ephesians Book
Study (Jason)

FRIDAY

Preschool Closed

Birthdays:
3/1- Pheobe McCall
Coates
3/2- Zachary Howard,
Jean Pluer
3/3- Meghan Seyller
3/4- Garrett Howard,
Sue Scovil Parnell
3/5- Bob Campbell,
Karen Korb, Jennie
Meehan
3/7- Tanner Ladd, Pattie
Payne
3/8- Mike Ladd
3/9-Colton Mauney
3/10- Hunter McClure,
Abigail Abercrombie,
KJ Reid
3/14- Joshua Bernd,
Amanda Copeland
3/15- Glenda Stutts,
Christine Davidson, Eli
Magnuson
3/16- Landon Zwolinski
3/17- Neil Faulkenberry,
Gary Rider
3/18- Harrison Kendall,
Pam Winter
3/19- Wyatt Cox
3/20- Jean Chislaghi
3/21- Angie Creech, TJ
Whalen
3/22- Grayson
Chappell, Bruce Piper,
Ashley Coates Schaen,
Johnny Stutts
3/24- Will Davidson
3/25- Becky McIntosh,
Zach Miller
3/27- David Blalock
3/28- Tray Brawley Jr.,
Madelyn Christman
3/29-Judy Jordan,
Ginny Swedenberg
3/30- Tara Rider
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Scholarships
2021 Scholarships: Applications are
now available for two scholarships for
First Presbyterian Church members
who are graduating seniors or
college students. The Agnes Neel and
Cora Freeze scholarships are valued
at $2,500 each. Applications can be
obtained from the church website,
www.mooresvillefpc.org, or from the
church office (704) 664-5275. Deadline
to be completed and returned to the
church office is Monday, April 26.
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Note to the Church
Dear Church Family,
The myriad of gestures during my AAA
surgery and recovery has been
phenomenal! Thanks to each of you
for your prayers, cards, calls, texts,
food and offerings of support. We are
truly blessed to be a part of our
“loving people” church family.

9:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:00 am Morning Worship
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