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CHECK OUT RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LEARNING!
WELCOMING THE NEW YEAR & REFLECTING ON THE PAST

PASTOR’S LETTER
“I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip
you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising
of the sun and from the west, that there is none beside me; I am the LORD,
there is no other. I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and
create calamity; I am the LORD, who does all these things.” - Isaiah 45:5-7
Happy New Year! Most of us are happy to see the arrival of 2021. As reflected upon
this past year, I did not want to lose sight of the many things our Lord has done. Think
about this... three weeks before everything shut down, we were able to officially
complete the 143 Broad Street renovation. I can still see the image of Lois Kirk being
proudly wheeled into the new worship space to participate in the dedication
ceremony. Who could have guessed what was to come next? A week or two later,
the Lord gifted us with the capability to provide live streamed services. Yes, that’s
right, literally one week before the pandemic took hold, we installed the software
that enabled us to bring church into your home- worship services, weddings, funerals,
etc. This was not based upon our savvy instincts or brilliant foresight, rather, the Lord’s
hand was in this all! 2020 pushed us to think outside the box- Zoom meetings, socially
distanced spaces, and creative ways to connect with bible studies, circle groups, and
church family members. Although none of this replaces a live gathering or a warm
hug, we have been able to still see God at work in our midst.
My encouragement for 2021 is this: God is still firmly in control! Our staff can not quite
yet produce a spring calendar, yet we are busy planning ministry for the upcoming
month. Our gatherings don’t yet fill the church sanctuary, yet services are happening
and there are thousands of monthly views on our live streamed worship services. Our
budgeting process still has unique challenges, yet we have faith that we will be able
to pay the staff, keep the church facilities running, and support 100% of our mission
commitments. I believe firmly that at some point in 2021, we will finally experience a
breakthrough. And with the help of our Lord, who is in control of well-being and
calamity, I believe we will emerge a stronger church.
If you have a ministry need or know somebody who may
desire a phone call or word of encouragement, please do
not hesitate to contact an elder, deacon, or a pastor. We
are committed to being there for you amidst the craziness
of these unprecedented times.

Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Dave Rockness

STEWARDSHIP
“Giving your time, your talents, and
your tithes to God’s work...”
PRAYERLord, thank you for your blessings. They are great
indeed!

God’s Ultimate Gift of Love
The gift of God in Christ is the key to every act of Christian giving. We give
because He first gave to us, riches “immeasurable more than all we ask or
imagine” (Eph 3:20). The Biblical concepts of “love” and “gift” are
inseparable. In fact, it is impossible to understand one without the others. Thus,
because God’s love is gifted love, our love must be expressed through giving
as that God has entrusted us with, more than just His “property”.
In fact, Scripture tells us that each of us is a manager or trustee of His creation
and design for every facet of life. Giving money away represents a lot more
than just a dollar value. It’s an act of faith in all that God has entrusted to us.
May this coming new year be filled with Christian love in serving others in need.
God’s love is a gift, but gifts call for a response of
gratitude. We see the word stewardship ten times
throughout the New Testament. May this coming
commitment help you to resolve to be a faithful
steward and hear the master say, “You have been
faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things” (Matthew 25:23).
We have been called to be managers of God’s
economy in the name of stewardship through your
time, your talent and your treasure. May our gifts
be pleasing to HIM!
Message from your Stewarship Committee
Excerpts from NIV Stewardship Study Bible

CHILDREN
Children’s Messages
Check out a new Children’s Message each week on the church website. Go to
mooresvillefpc.org, click on “ministries,” and then click on “children.” January
Children’s messages include a new series on “Children in the Bible.”
January 3 - Epiphany, the visit of the Wise Men
January 10 - Jesus as a child
January 17 - Joseph and His Coat of Many Colors
January 24 - Moses in the Basket
January 31 - God Calls Samuel

Right Now Media
As we approach this unique winter season during the pandemic, consider
using our church’s online media outlet, Right Now Media, for personal Bible
study, family devotions, quality Christian videos for children, as well as numerous
topical studies and learning outlets.
First Presbyterian subscribes to an online media service known as Right Now
Media, a user-friendly media library for individuals of all ages. A comparison
would be like a Christian-based Netflix subscription. By signing up (no charge to
you), you gain access to a wealth of Bible-based studies and videos.

RESOURCES
Some of the materials you may access on Right Now Media:
• Books of the Bible series
• Series on responding to crisis, such as:
- Surviving and Thriving in a
Crisis
- Overcoming Anxiety
- Walking With God in a
Pandemic
- Fearless over COVID-19
- Quarantine Quarrels
- The Psychology of Crisis
- The Art of Neighboring
• Personal Devotional Studies
- Psalm 23
- Enjoying Jesus
- 40 Verse to Ignite Your Faith
• Family Devotional Studies
• Series on Faith, Fear and the Sovereignty of God
• Christian Living Studies
• Bible Studies for Men, Women, and Youth
• Kids Shows
- Superbook
- Bibleman
- What’s in the Bible?
- Owlegories

Signing up for Right Now Media is easy: go to bit.ly/MooresvilleFirstPres, and you
will be directed to fill out a form, create a password, and get started on some
great learning and information. Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275) if
you have questions.

RESOURCES
Church Library
If you are looking for some good reading on these cold winter days, consider
checking some books out of the church library. We can provide a “book drop”
in the church drive-through, where you can pick up books without coming
inside the church.
Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) for
assistance with checking out some reading material.
We have a wide variety of Christian fiction, along with numerous biographies,
children’s books, reference materials, and books by noted Christian authors.
Some examples of these include:
Christian fiction by:
Jan Karon
Karen Kingsbury
Beverly Lewis
Charles Martin
Gilbert Morris
Janette Oke
Francine Rivers
Robert Whitlow
				

Books authored by:
Elizabeth Elliot
Billy & Ruth Graham
C.S. Lewis
Anne Graham Lotz
Max Lucado
Eric Metaxas
R.C. Sproul
Lee Stobel
Corrie ten Boom
Philip Yancey

P

PASTOR’S LETTER
From Pastor Jason,
At the end of most years, my family tries to carve out some time to have a
family meeting. It usually starts with a good meal during which we look back at
the past 12 months, and look forward to what we might face as a family in the
future. This event involves discussions about the mundane things of life, like the
divvying up of chores and discussions about family rules. It also involves
conversations about our spiritual walks, our dreams, and our hopes for the
upcoming year. We look at the things that went well, and the things that did
not go so well, celebrating the wins and hoping not to repeat the losses. These
meetings vary in effectiveness, sometimes devolve into sitcom-like arguments,
and occasionally we need a referee. Despite the challenges, these times
continue to be a way we as a family connect, voice ourselves, dream big
together, make plans, and set goals as a family and as individuals.
After a year like this past one, many of us, as families and as individuals, have
already had to take a step back and assess how we are doing life. The time at
home made us rethink how we approach work and family. The time away from
church revealed just how important our Christian family is to us. We’ve asked
hard questions, faced some very real fears, and dealt with issues never
presented to us in our lifetimes. For better or worse, this year has been a
revelation that has forced us to think differently, act differently, and plan
differently.
While much about 2020 has not been very good, the need to assess and
change hasn’t been all bad. As a church, we learned to worship together
online. Our youth program made a shift to small groups and the scouts met
outside. As people of the church we have stepped up to care for one
another, our Stephen Ministers made the switch to telecare, and we have
found new ways to connect. LOGOS met through the website for the first time
ever, Zoom bible studies were started, and countless committee meetings were
held online. We collected hundreds of pounds of food and supplies in the
carport, hundreds of gifts through sign-up genius, raised close to $1000 for
Angel Tree Food Baskets, and continued to keep every mission commitment
made. All of this was done with most of you worshiping at home. Wow!
With all of this in mind, I challenge you to continue to assess and change. To
look at what has happened, and then to look forward and make plans, dream
big, and see if there are changes that still yet need to be made. As one of your

PASTOR’S LETTER
pastors, I especially encourage you to do this with your spiritual life. We are not
out of the woods yet, and ministry here at the church will continue to be limited
compared to what we are accustomed to. For many of you, online
engagement will continue to be the smart choice. For others, meeting in
person is what you need. For both we are trying to offer online and in person
opportunities to connect and grow. Please see the list of classes and studies
available online and here in the newsletter. As your own involvement, let me
encourage you to take inventory of your own spiritual disciplines: daily Bible
reading, prayer and study. Before things begin to return to normal, before 2021
grabs your full attention, I encourage you to be intentional, look forward, make
plans, and carve out some time to connect with the Lord in 2021.

In Christ,

Pastor Jason Sentas
Classes and Studies
In Person Studies and Classes
• Circle 1 - 2nd Monday of the month at 2 p.m.
• Circle 3 - 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:15 p.m.
• Circle 4 - 2nd Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m.
• Circle 5 - 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.
• Lost and Found Bible Study - (Women)
• Men’s Bible Study - Monday Mornings at 7 a.m.
• Sermon Study with Dave - Tuesdays at 2 p.m.
• Men’s Bible Study with Dave - Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
• College Study – Thursdays at 8 p.m.
• Middle School PYF – Sundays at 5:00 p.m.
• High School PYF – Sundays at 7:00 p.m.

Online Classes and Studies
• Study of Ephesians – Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom
• Tuesday and Thursday Morning Devotions- 7 a.m. on Zoom

PRESCHOOL
Happy New Year, Preschool Families!
We hope you had many wonderful memories with
your little ones during the Christmas season. We
look forward to starting 2021 off healthy and strong!

2021-2022 Enrollment
Enrollment Forms are coming home the week of January 5th, so be on the
lookout for them. We have a checklist to help you keep track of your child’s
paperwork. Please complete these forms and include your Registration fee ($80
for Church Members, $90 for non-church members) by Friday, January 22nd.
Specific class assignments will be sent to you in the mail in July.

Pancakes & PJ Day
We are excited to have Preschool-wide Pajama
Days on January 14th and 15th. It’s a fun day for
all the children to dress in their PJ’s and we’ll have
pancakes for a special snack (GF waffles will be
available for those gluten allergies). Please send
your child in tennis shoes or regular school shoes,
as slippers can be a bit slippery. This is your easiest
day to dress your child for preschool... just roll them out of bed!

Preschool Closed
Just a quick reminder, Preschool is closed on January 18th in honor of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.

Mark Your Calendars
•
•
•
•

January 5: Preschool Resumes
January 5 & 6: Enrollment Forms Come Home
January 14 & 15: Pancake and PJ Day
January 18: Preschool Closed, Martin Luther King Jr. Day

CALENDAR
TUESDAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY

3

9:30 am
Contemporary
Worship- 143 Broad
11 am Traditional
Worship- Sanctuary

10

9:30 am
Contemporary
Worship- 143 Broad
11 am Traditional
Worship- Sanctuary
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

17

9:30 am
Contemporary
Worship- 143 Broad
11 am Traditional
Worship- Sanctuary
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

24/31

9:30 am
Contemporary
Worship- 143 Broad
11 am Traditional
Worship- Sanctuary
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

4

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm BSA Boys/Girls
Troop 166

11

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm BSA Boys/Girls
Troop 166

18

MLK Day
Preschool Closed
7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm BSA Boys/Girls
Troop 166

25

7 am Men’s Bible
Study
9:30 am Lost and
Found Bible Study
7 pm BSA Boys/Girls
Troop 166

WEDNESDAY

5

Preschool Resumes
2 pm Sermon Study
w/Dave

12

10 am Circle 4
12 pm Circle 5
2 pm Sermon Study
w/Dave
7 pm Circle 3

19

2 pm Sermon Study
w/Dave

26

2 pm Sermon Study
w/Dave

6:30 pm Dave’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study

6

13

6:30 pm Dave’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study

20

6:30 pm Dave’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study

27

6:30 pm Dave’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm Lost and
Found Bible Study

CALENDAR
THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Preschool/Office
Closed

7

1

2

8

9

Preschool Pancake
& PJ Day
8:30 pm College
Group

Preschool Pancake
& PJ Day

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

14

Birthdays:
1/1- Jen McNeely,
Rebecca Auten, Jan
Stilwell, Richard Stilwell,
Mary Beth Stutts
1/2- Dennis Winter
1/4- Amanda Garvin,
Ron Gragg, Emily
Meehan, Caitlin Riefner,
Paul Trimble
1/7- Nick Smith,
Emerson Stutts, Harry
Weyer
1/8- Laura Christman,
Maria Heilman
1/9- Carolyn Morrow
1/10- Chris Creech,
Linda Ervin, Maria Reid
1/11- Amanda Boone
Crews
1/12- Melissa Campbell,
Mark McNeely
1/13- C.P. Chappell,
Margie Gallman
1/14- Chet Carpenter
1/15- Weston Mauney,
Claire Omohundro
1/17- Tom Trosuk
1/18- Abby Copeland,
Martha McDonnell,
Stacy Windsor
1/19- Steve Gallman,
Elizabeth Miller
1/22-Megan Lynch,
Thomas Miller, Natalie
White
1/23- Hazel Cole
1/24- Greg Fillnow
1/25- Pat Hunter
1/26- LuAnn Sledge
1/29- Ciarra Rockness,
Peggy Rogers
1/30- Bob Amon,
Charlie Heilman, Pyan
Trimble
1/31- Debbie Hyatt, Bill
Payne

Bereavement
Sympathy is expressed to Rusty
LaBarre and family in the death of his
wife, Rosemary LaBarre, on Sunday
December 13.
Christian sympathy is expressed to
Carolyn Poteat in the death of her
husband, Tom Poteat.

Mooresville FPC WISHES YOU A

BLESSED NEW YEAR
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