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Dear Church Family, 

Reflecting upon the past year, I feel truly blessed to be a part of what 
God has been doing in our church. One year ago, we were uncertain 
about music- specifically the status of our new Director of Music (work 
visa) and the return of our choir. Needless to say, the Lord has blessed us 
abundantly with full-time leadership and a flourishing choir! 

One year ago, we were desperately struggling to receive commitments 
for seven new deacons. With much prayer and a restructuring of how 
we fulfill the deacon ministry responsibilities, the Lord has blessed us with 
a congregational care team of over 100 volunteers! One year ago, we 
were planning for a 2022 budget that would introduce very ambitious 
goals. With a significantly higher budget and a cautiously hopeful 
outlook, we have been blessed, by the grace of God, with a strong year 
of giving and are in position to end the year well.

As we anticipate this year’s Christmas celebration, I encourage you 
to take advantage of the special worship offerings available. And 
together may we not lose sight of how faithful the Lord has been to us 
through such a challenging season in our culture. He truly is the One who 
deserves the glory, praise, and honor of this Christmas season! Amen? 

It continues to be a blessing to serve alongside you in ministry!

Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Dave Rockness

pastor’s letter



stewardship
“Giving your time, your talents, and your tithes to God’s work...”

      PRAYER - Lord, let me rejoice before you! Let me praise you and worship you!

Message from your Stewardship Committee



announcements
Celebration

Congratulations to Steve and Jane Abernathy on the birth of their second grandchild, 
Vivienne (Vivy) Jane Van Vynckt on November 1st, 2022. Congratulations also to parents 
Neal and Meghan Abernathy Van Vynckt and uncles Brandon Abernathy (wife- Jessica) 
and Bailey Abernathy.

Saints Alive Luncheon

The Saints Alive group, our older adult group, will meet for lunch ($10) in the fellowship hall 
on Tuesday, December 20 at 12:30 pm. The group will enjoy a delicious lunch together, 
followed by a brief program featuring “Christmas around the World.” Participants are 
encouraged to bring any decorations, ornaments, nativity sets, etc. from different parts of 
the world. We’ll enjoy talking about and seeing how people celebrate Christmas all over 
the world. Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) by Monday, 
December 19 to make a reservation. Come and bring a friend!

A Christmas Festival of Music and Carols

Join us on Sunday, December 18, 2022 for a combined 11:15 am service in the sanctuary, 
“A Christmas Festival of Music and Carols”. We will celebrate this fourth Sunday of Advent 
with the choir, praise band, soloists, orchestra, and the Word.



 
 

SUNDAY 
November  

27th  

1st Sunday of Advent 
Worship services at 8:30, 10:00 and 11:15 am 
Advent Workshop for all ages    
10:00 – 11:00 am in Fellowship Hall         

SUNDAY 
December  

4th  

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Worship services at 8:30, 10:00 and 11:15 am  

SUNDAY 
December  

11th  

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Worship services at 8:30, 10:00 and 11:15 am 

SUNDAY 
December  

18th  

4th Sunday of Advent 
Combined service at 11:15 am in sanctuary 
“A Christmas Festival of Music and Carols” 
Choir, Praise Band, Soloists, Orchestra, & the Word 

SATURDAY 
December  

24th  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
5:00 pm – Kid-friendly service in sanctuary 
7:30 pm – Candlelight service in sanctuary 
11:00 pm – Contemporary service in 143 Broad  

with communion 

SUNDAY 
December  

25th 

Christmas Day Service 
11:15 am – Combined service in sanctuary 

 No Sunday School or nursery 

SUNDAY 
January  

1st, 2023 

New Year’s Day Service 
11:15 am – Combined service in 143 Broad 

 



music ministry
My husband, Mike, and I joined First 
Presbyterian Church 28 years ago after 
moving to the Lake Norman area from 
Atlanta, GA. Our family, the Hitchcocks, 
were active members here and we had 
attended services, vacation bible school, 
and church related activities during our 
visits with them over the years. I have 
been a member of the handbell choir 
for 26 years because someone who was 
a member of both the Chancel and 
Handbell Choirs asked me to come try it 
out. I assured him that I would love to sing 
but couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket! I 
loved hearing handbells but had never 
played them. I have often wondered what if he never asked me? I am so grateful that he 
did, and I didn’t even really know him!

The handbell choir and those relationships have been huge blessings for my Mama, Mike 
and me! After Daddy passed away during our move to NC, our family church in SC used 
some of the donations made in his memory to purchase several octaves of handbells. 
Hence, handbells have come to hold a special place in my family’s heart.

I came to faith at the age of 12 during a lay witness mission at that little Methodist church. 
There was beautiful music for worship that weekend. We had students from Columbia Bible 
College who helped provide strong Christian leadership for youth Bible study, prayer, and 
music. As the students graduated and moved on, our youth program remained strong and 
close. My cousin, Jane, and I were blessed with piano lessons, and we loved playing our 
guitars for church and Girl Scouts. We attended both our grandmothers’ circle meetings 
during summers and played music for the dear ladies we called “Grandmama” or “Aunt”. I 
treasure those memories of playing music and growing in my faith during my youth. 

Another treasured memory growing up is that Christy Floyd, who was our church organist 
at First Presbyterian when I began ringing handbells, was my Baptist Church Kindergarten 
Music Teacher. Now, that truly is a God gift of music that keeps on giving! It truly is a 
privilege and blessing to share (in my case, more time than talent) music for our church 
family, together as one body in Christ, in a sincere and heartfelt act of worship for Him and 
His glory!

If you would like to learn more about our music programs, visit: https://mooresvillefpc.org/
music



missions
Church Family, 

The country of Egypt is home of the great pyramids, the Nile River, and vast sandy 
and hot deserts. It also happens to have a large and quickly growing Presbyterian 
Church. The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Egypt is ministering in a 85% 
Muslim country, working creatively and dilligently to bring the good news of Jesus 
Christ to a people who don’t know it yet. On November 1, 2022 four members of 
First Presbyterian Mooresville, John and Judy Daniel, and my daughter Morgan 
and I, boarded a plane in Charlotte to visit this beautiful country, it’s people, 
and our Presbyterian brothers and sisters. What transpired was a great adventure 
during which God surprised us with new relationships, amazing sights, and endless 
encounters with the larger and global body of Christ.

After 30 hours enroute, our team landed in Cairo and met with the larger team we 
would be spending the next 10 days with. Our group, 9 members strong, included 
a Texan builder (Casey), an architect from Omaha (Steve), a minister from 
Montana (Kimmy), a Psychologist from Seattle (Linda), and our fearless leader 
(Marilyn Borst) from The Outreach Foundation. Together we would travel from 
Cairo, to Aswan, to Edfu, and Komo Ombo to visit 11 active churches, two future 
church sites, a seminary, and a mission hospital. 

At each location we were warmly welcomed by 
church members, students, pastors, and church 
leaders. Lots of tea, coffee and seemingly endless 
food was served as we were blessed with the 
opportunity to hear how the Lord was working 
in each location. We heard stories of churches 
praying for their buildings to crumble so that the 
government would be forced to allow them to build 
something new. (A prayer that was answered with 
nobody getting hurt!) We listened to church Elders 
who are casting visions similar to our own.  Visions of 



church cafes that will open the church to the 
community. We witnessed a passionate love for 
Jesus that translated into vibrant congregations 
and ministries. At each location we sought 
to be a blessing as well. We delivered gifts 
from our church, which included communion 
cups, beautiful crosses, and other tokens of 
our appreciation and love. We also had the 
opportunity to deliver the word of God in six 
different places.  Rev. Kimmy preached in three 
churches and I was able to preach in two and 
lead devotions at the mission hospital.  

The Egyptian Presbyterian Church has been 
growing at record pace having planted 
120 new churches over the past decade. 
This exponential growth is the reason our 
denomination has created the Egypt Initiative 
and encouraged our churches to go and 
see. The Global Engagement Team of our 
Presbytery offered a $1000.00 scholarship to 
help make the trip possible. The team from 
FPCM, recipients of the support, went with eyes 
wide open hoping to learn all we could and, if 
possible, find a partner church. While we met 
so many wonderful people and visited so many 
wonderful churches, we did find a special 
affinity with the church in Aswan. Most of our 
team fell in love with the story of this 150 year 
old church, the local mission hospital, and a 
new church plant that is taking place just across 
the Nile. 

While our main mission was to connect with the 
church in Egypt, we also had the opportunity to 
see the country with all of its wonderful history 
and antiquities. We had the opportunity to gaze 
upon the majestic Nile from many different 
viewpoints. We visited Old Cairo and were able 
to walk through churches that are 1700 years 
old and learn about the history of Christianity in 
Egypt.  We visited The Great Pyramids of Giza 
and rode camels through the desert.  We were 
given guided tours through 4 different temples 

missions missions



missions
and had the opportunity to visit a couple museums and historical sites, including 
Philae temple, Abu Simbel, Edfu temple, and the Nubian Museum. It was a rich 
experience.  

It was a great joy for me to travel with my daughter Morgan, and to have John 
and Judy as our companions. Together we felt like we could conquer the world. 
We look forward to sharing this trip with our church family and to the possibility 
of returning to Egypt again with another team to further explore partnership and 
to connect further with the family of faith in Egypt. Thank you for your support 
and for encouraging the mission work of First Presbytery Mooresville with your 
prayers, energies, and finances. Please feel free to connect with any of the 
team members if you’d like to hear more, or keep an eye on the calendar for a 
presentation on the trip sometime in December.

In Christ, 

Pastor Jason
Missions Update: Operation Christmas Child

Our congregation contributed over 70 gift-filled shoeboxes to the Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox project. Thanks to Rose Sheppard for delivering the 
shoeboxes to the distribution point, where they will begin their journey to needy 
children around the world Please be praying for the recipients of these gifts as they 
hear the good news of Jesus Christ as they receive these shoeboxes.



missions
Life with God is not immunity from difficulties, but peace in difficulties.” 

-C.S. Lewis

“Imagine yourself as a living house.
God comes in to rebuild that house. 

At first, perhaps, you can understand what he is doing.
He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on. You 
knew these jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He 
starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not 

seem to make any sense.
What on earth is He up to? 

The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you 
thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, 

running up towers, making courtyards. 
You thought you were being made into a cottage, but He is building a 

palace.
He intends to come live in it Himself.”

-C.S. Lewis

Christmas Blessings 2022 from Stephen Ministry One to One Christian Care 
Given and Received

stephen ministry



logos/msm
Logos/MSM December Dates

Wednesday, December 7 - Joy to the World
Sunday, December 11 - Logos/MSM Choir (grades 1-8) sings at 11:15 
am traditional worship service in the sanctuary
 Participants should meet in the sanctuary at 10:45 am for a brief 
rehearsal.

Logos/MSM Fall Mission Project

Thanks to all the Logos/MSM participants who contributed a variety 
of food items for the Feed NC Thanksgiving food project. Thanks to 
their generosity, many in our community were able to enjoy a delicious 
Thanksgiving meal.

Logos/MSM Registration for 2nd semester

Logos/MSM 2nd semester will begin on Wednesday, January 11, 2023. We are looking 
forward to more great Wednesday afternoons of recreation, choir, Bible study, and 
dinner in 2023, with fun themes, great games, delicious dinners, Bible studies and 
choir times. 

Children in 1st-8th grades are welcome to join us on Wednesdays from 4:30-7:00 pm. 
Parent participation is required (usually involves volunteering in the kitchen) and 
a fee is charged ($35 per year registration fee and $55 per semester tuition fee). 
Scholarship help is available. If you are interested in registering as a new participant 
for 2 nd semester, please contact Valerie Mauney (704-723-1531; collanwe@gmail.
com) by Sunday, January 8, 2023. A parent meeting for new participants only will be 
held Wednesday, January 11 at 4:30 pm in the fellowship hall.

Parents of current participants should turn the Spring 2023 2nd semester intent form in 
to Valerie Mauney or Ellen Auten by Sunday, December 18. 

Check your mailboxes for this form!



christian ed
December Children and Youth Sunday School and Children’s Church Schedule
(Preschool – 12th grade)

Sunday, December 4
8:45 – 9:30 am – Children’s Church – Christmas lesson
10:00 am – Preschool Sunday School – Room 208
 Elementary, Middle School and High School classes meet in fellowship hall to 
 make goodie bags and decorations for shut – ins

Sunday, December 11
No Children’s Church
10:00 am – Preschool and Elementary classes rehearse for Nativity Tableau – meet in fellowship
hall; Middle School and High School assist as helpers
10:45 am – Logos / MSM choir meet in sanctuary for rehearsal
11:15 am – Logos/MSM choir sings at traditional worship service

Sunday, December 18
No Children’s Church
10:00 am – Preschool and Elementary classes rehearse for Nativity Tableau – meet in fellowship
hall; Middle School and High School assist as helpers
10:45 am – Birthday party for Jesus in fellowship hall

Sunday, December 25
No Children’s Church or Sunday School/No Nursery

Sunday, January 1
No Children’s Church or Sunday School

Christmas Eve Nativity Tableau

All preschool and elementary children (grades 1-6) are encouraged to participate in a 
Nativity Tableau at the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve worship service.

• Elementary age children will play the parts in the Christmas story, acting as Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, angels, wise men and stable animals. 

• Preschool, kindergarten and first grade students will participate in the tableau as angels.
• We will rehearse for the tableau at the following times:
 Sunday, December 11 – 10:00 am – meet in sanctuary
 Sunday, December 18 – 10:00 am – meet in fellowship hall
• Families will be receiving an email with the details, along with the opportunity to sign up 

for favorite parts.
• Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) if you have questions.



finance
10 Month Financial Report for 2022 

 
The Budget for 2022 is $904,800.  You will note in the figures below that income represents 
79% of the budget, but we have completed 83% of the year.  Expenses represent 81% 
of the budget. 
 
 
Below are the figures for January through October 2022:  
        
         2022  83% budget  100% budget 
    
INCOME 
Contributions      661,723      710,480      856,000  
Miscellaneous income     51,915        40,504        48,800  
            
 TOTAL INCOME           $ 713,638  $ 750,984   $ 904,800 
   
 
 
EXPENSES   
Budget and Finance          295                      996         1,200 
Christian Education     26,902       21,954       26,450 
Membership and Outreach      1,012         2,905         3,500 
Missions      55,066       65,494       78,908 
Personnel and Administration  527,382     562,407     677,599 
Property (utilities and maintenance) 145,362     119,991         144,568 
Worship and Music       9,773         8,757       10,550 
          
 
 TOTAL EXPENSES          $ 765,792             $ 782,504  $ 942,775 
  
 

          -- $ 52,154           -- $  31,520 

 
 



On December 13 and 14, we will have our annual Holly Jolly 
Days. Children will dress in their most festive attire to help 
us get in the Christmas Spirit! Think Christmas sweaters, silly 
Christmas socks, etc. No hats please! We will even have a 
judging amongst our teachers. Who will be the jolliest of them 
all? Trust me; car line will be fun to drive through as you see 
our teachers compete! Wink! We will also have our Classroom 
Christmas parties these days.

Christmas Programs

Have you heard a distant jingle? It is not Santa’s sleigh! It is 
our preschoolers preparing a very special program for you. 
Our Christmas Programs are scheduled for Thursday and 
Friday, December 15; 16 at 9:15 AM in the Sanctuary. Doors 
will be open at 8:40 AM. Children need to be dropped off by 
9:00 AM so we have time to get our little angels ready for the 
program. Please do not send jackets in with your child that 
day. Please note: 2 year old families are encouraged to sit 
further back in Sanctuary, as often children see their parents 
and become upset or don’t want to perform. It will be a very 
special day! Preschool will not be in session those days so all 
teachers can assist in the program.

Mark Your Calendars

preschool
Looking Back

Our Thanksgiving celebration feasts were wonderful. Our Pilgrims and Native Americans 
feasted on delicious food while dressed in their hats and headbands and gave thanks for all 
their many blessings. We are grateful to all the parents who helped us celebrate!

Holly Jolly Days

12/13 & 12/14: Holly Jolly Days. Dress your child in holiday attire 
12/15: Christmas Program 9:15 AM for all TTh, MTTh, TWTh and 5 Day Students
12/16: Christmas Program 9:15 AM for all MWF and 5 Day Students
12/19 - 1/3: Christmas Break
1/4: Preschool Resumes



CALENDAR
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

4

11

18

25

5 6 7

12  13 14

19 20 21

26

2:00 pm Circle 1
7:00 pm BSA Troop 1166-G
7:00 pm BSA Troop 166-B

Preschool Christmas Parties
10:00 am Circle 4 Meeting
12:30 pm Circle 5
6:00 pm Handbells 
Rehearsal
6:00 pm MCM Circles
6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Preschool Closed: Christmas 
Break
7:00 pm Property Meeting
7:00 pm BSA Troop 1166-G
7:00 pm BSA Troop 166-B

Office Closed- Christmas 
Break
Preschool Closed

Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 am Contemporary 
Worship
9:40 am Fellowship Time
10:00 am Contemporary 
Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Elementary & Youth 
(Making Gifts for Nursing Home)
11:15 am Traditional Worship
5:00 pm MS PYF
7:00 pm HS PYF 

7:00 pm BSA Troop 1166-G
7:00 pm BSA Troop 166-B

6:00 pm Handbells 
Rehearsal
6:00 pm MCM Circles
6:30 pm Cub Scouts

No Children’s Church
10:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Christmas Eve 
Tableau Rehearsal
11:00 am Combined 
Contemporary and Traditional 
Service: A Christmas Festival of 
Music and Carols
5:00 pm MS PYF
7:00 pm HS PYF 

Preschool Closed
12:30 pm Saints Alive 
Luncheon
6:00 pm MCM Circles
6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Christmas Day
No Children’s Church
No Sunday School
No PYF
11:15 am Christmas Carol 
Service in sanctuary

27 28

1:30 pm Prayer Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6:00 pm Bible Study
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal

Preschool Christmas Parties
1:30 pm Prayer Meeting
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal

Preschool Closed
1:30 pm Prayer Meeting

Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 am Contemporary 
Worship
9:40 am Fellowship Time
10:00 am Contemporary Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Christmas Eve Tableau 
Rehearsal
10:45 am Logos/MSM Choir 
Rehearsal
11:15 am Traditional Worship with 
Logos/MSM Choir
5:00 pm MS PYF
7:00 pm HS PYF 

Office Closed- Christmas 
Break
Preschool Closed

Office Closed- Christmas 
Break
1:30 pm Prayer Meeting



WEDNESDAY
1 2 3

9 10

15 16 17

22 23 24

CALENDAR
Birthdays: 

12/1- Alyssa Moore, 
Evan Reifner, Charles 
Robinson, John Weaver
12/4- Dean Washburn
12/5- Jason Garvin
12/6- Addison Carpenter, 
Tyler Carpenter, Nancy 
Omohundro, Janice 
Pluer, Nick Sandrovich, 
Adrianna Whalen
12/7- Jean Coates, Larry 
Putnam, Anne Telford
12/8- Jamie Brooks, III, 
Patrick Wright
12/10- Mark Auten, 
Walker Culler, Jayne 
Rider, Jon Sands
12/12- Jessica 
Babington, Josh Schaen, 
Karen Watson
12/14- Taylor Jordan
12/16- Andy Jordan, 
Sherry Leslie
12/17- Cathy Irwin, Rick 
Sheppard
12/18- Sarah Deese, 
Leeann Decastro
12/19- Ryan Lynch
12/20- Kaitlyn Nelson
12/23- Mark Vaughan
12/24- Connie Brawley, 
Chas Rader
12/26- Dot Nelson
12/28- Sandra Harris, 
Valerie Mauney
12/29- CJ Simmons Jr.
12/30- Althea Nelson
12/31- Leslie Lovett, Amy 
Williams

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

8

7:00 pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
7:00 pm Young Adult Bible 
Study in 143 Broad

7:15 am Men’s Bible Study
8:30 am Church Workday

7:00 pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Young Adult Bible 
Study in 143 Broad

7:15 am Men’s Bible Study

Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm Family-Friendly 
Service with Christmas 
Tableau
7:30 pm Candlelight Service 
(Contemporary Service)
11:00 pm Communion 
Service in 143 Broad

9:15 am Preschool Christmas 
Program
7:00 pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
7:00 pm Young Adult Bible 
Study in 143 Broad

Preschool Closed
7:00 pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Young Adult Bible 
Study in 143 Broad

Office Closed (Noon)
Preschool Closed

29 30 31

9:15 am Preschool Christmas 
Program

Preschool Closed
7:00 pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal
7:00 pm Young Adult Bible 
Study in 143 Broad

Preschool Closed 7:15 am Men’s Bible Study
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