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LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH 

SESSION 
David Rockness, Moderator                                         Mark Auten, Clerk                              

Class of 2023 Class of 2024                      Class of 2025 

Mark Auten Allen Brawley Melissa Foulke 

Chris Creech Judy Daniel Cathy Irwin 

Ross Culp Garrett Howard Scott Lumadue 

Lynda Robinson Tom Kirkland Ted Mikels 

Scott Mauney Karen Shore Julie Morrow 

Sue Stevens Ken Stissel Jayson Stutts 

 

PASTOR 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. David Rockness, Pastor, Head of Staff           dave@mooresvillefpc.org   

The Rev. Jason Sentas, Associate Pastor  jason@mooresvillefpc.org 

 

PASTOR EMERITI 
 

The Rev. Dr. S. Edwin Lewis                               The Rev. Dr. Frederick A. H. Coates 
 

 

PROGRAM AND SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Marian Dillingham, Business Administrator    marian@mooresvillefpc.org 

Ellen Auten, Director of Christian Education   ellen@mooresvillefpc.org 

Nathan Cole, Director of Music nathan@mooresvillefpc.org 

Tracey Prochaska, Director of Preschool  tracey@mooresvillefpc.org 

Erika Hammons, Office Assistant                                     erika@mooresvillefpc.org 

Greg Thompson, Organist   greg@mooresvillefpc.org 

Jerilyn Fair, Hostess jerilyn@mooresvillefpc.org 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

249 West McLelland Avenue 

Mooresville, North Carolina 28115 

704-664-5275   www.mooresvillefpc.org 
 

Loving God, Loving People, and Making Disciples  

January 29, 2023  11:15 A.M.  

*Please stand as you are able. 

Please turn off your cell phones or place them on “vibrate.” 

Words printed in bold are said by the congregation. 

 

PRELUDE                                    Greg Thompson - Organ 

            Peter Sentas - Trumpet 

 

WELCOME                                                   Karen Shore

                            

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                       Psalm 14 

 

Leader: Fools say in their heart, “There is no God.” All are corrupt and 

commit abominable acts; there is none who does any good. 

People: The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, to see if there is 

any who is wise, if there is one who seeks after God. 

Leader: Every one has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; there is 

none who does good; no, not one. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

God of wisdom and justice, deliver us from the foolishness of ignoring 

you. Teach us your wisdom through Jesus Christ, that we may seek 

your goodness and embody your love to all your people, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 29 
    8:30 am Contemporary Worship 143 Broad 

    9:40 am  Fellowship Time Fellowship Hall 

  10:00 am  Sunday School Classrooms 

  10:00 am Contemporary Worship 143 Broad 

  11:15 am  Traditional Worship Sanctuary  

  12:15 pm Congregation Meeting Sanctuary 

    5:00 pm MS PYF Fellowship Hall 

    7:00 pm HS PYF Fellowship Hall 

   

Monday, January 30 

                                    ECO Gathering 

    7:00 pm BSA Troop 1166-G Parlor 

    7:00 pm BSA Troop 166-B Fellowship Hall 

   

Tuesday, January 31 
                                    ECO Gathering 

    6:00 pm                   Handbells Rehearsal                                 Choir Room 

    6:00 pm MCM Circles Kitchen/Room 300 & 301 

    6:30 pm Cub Scouts                   Fellowship Hall & Third Floor 

   

Wednesday, February 1 
                                     ECO Gathering 

    1:30 pm Prayer Meeting                                                 Library 

    4:30 pm Logos/MSM                                        Fellowship Hall 

    5:30 pm WNT Dinner 143 Broad 

    6:00 pm Bible Study w/Dave 143 Broad 

    7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal                           Choir Room 

  

Thursday, February 2 
    7:00 pm                   College Age Group                                      143 Broad 

    7:00 pm                   Praise Team Rehearsal                                 143 Broad 

 

Friday, February 3 

 

Saturday, February 4 
   7:15 am Men’s Bible Study 143 Broad 

 10:00 am Pinewood Derby Workshop Fellowship Hall 

  

Sunday, February 5  

   8:30 am                    Contemporary Worship 143 Broad 

   9:40 am                    Fellowship Time Fellowship Hall 

 10:00 am  Sunday School Classrooms 

 10:00 am Contemporary Worship 143 Broad 

 11:15 am  Traditional Worship Sanctuary  

   5:00 pm MS PYF Fellowship Hall 

   7:00 pm HS PYF Fellowship Hall 

mailto:jerilyn@mooresvillefpc.org


*HYMN OF PRAISE 48:           “Immortal, Invisible”             (All 4 verses) 

Tune: St. Denio 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:         The Apostles’ Creed          Jason Sentas  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost;  

born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate;  

was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:                                                 Jason Sentas 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR:  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  Arr. Cindy Berry    

       

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT CONFESSION:    

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen                                     
 

PIANO SOLO:                “He Leadeth Me”        By: William B. Bradbury 

Soloist: Bethany Howard             Arr. Mark Hayes  

      

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25                   Dave Rockness 

“18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 

written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness 

is stronger than human strength.”   

 

SERMON:                        “Wisdom in Christ”                  Dave Rockness 

 

PRAYER CHORUS 357:         “Knowing You”           (Verses 1 and 2 only) 

Tune: Knowing You         

 

INVITATION 

 

BENEDICTION 

     

*HYMN 51:                   “How Great Thou Art”     (Verses 1, 3, and 4 only) 

Tune: How Great Thou Art 

 

POSTLUDE                Greg Thompson – Organ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Flowers: Please call the church office if you are willing to provide a sanctuary 

flower arrangement during the next few weeks. If every family could donate one 

arrangement per year, we would have flowers every week! Thank you!!  

 

Are you a first-time visitor? If so, please make sure to check in at the 

welcome table in the church parlor after the service. We want to make sure 

you have the opportunity to connect and address any questions you may 

have about our church community.  

 

Pastor Dave's Bible Study: We began a 10-week bible study on the book 

of Judges ("Our Need for a King") on Wednesday, January 25. It will take 

place each week from 6:00 -7:00 pm in the 143 Building. Pizza and salad 

will be available beforehand (5:30 pm) with a $5 cost. If you are interested 

and have babysitting needs, please contact the main office at (704)664-

5275. 

 

Congregation meeting: The meeting will take place immediately 

following the 11:15 am service today to communicate the 2023 

budget approved by our session, and to approve a change in the terms of 

call for our two ordained pastors, Jason Sentas and Dave Rockness.  

 

Lost and Found:  Please check the Lost and Found table in the fellowship 

hall, near the ramp, for lost items.  Unclaimed items will be donated to 

Christian Mission after today. 

 

All Church Mission Luncheon: February 12, from 12:15 pm - 1:45 pm:  

As part of our Heart for Missions Month your Mission Committee has 

invited all of our partners to come and educate our congregation on the 

good things they are doing for God's Kingdom, both locally and globally. 

We have folks traveling from just down the street and as far as Zambia to 

come to tell you how the Lord is using the funds we send to support 

their work.  Please mark your calendar and come see the great work our 

mission partners are doing. 

 

Baby Bottle Boomerang: You still have a chance to be a part of the 

fundraiser for the Community Pregnancy Center. We have a few empty 

bottles left in the baskets at the back of the sanctuary. Instructions are inside 

each bottle. Bottles are due back on February 12. 

 

Extra Extra Read All About It: Its official FPCM and Habitat for 

Humanity will begin their building blitz on house three of Habitat's four-

house project on April 18.  Sign-ups will begin on February 12. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Kickoff of Ashe Street Project: Let's get some 

practice in, prior to the FPCM and Habitat building blitz starting on April 

18, and assist Habitat with the kickoff of house one of their four house 

project. House one starts on February 17, at 8am on Ashe Street in 

Mooresville and we are looking to pull together at team to get it going. 

Please sign up by advising  

Ginny Swedenberg at swedenberg3@windstream.net or  

Mark Ramsey at ramseymt4@gmail.com. 

 

Audio, Visual, and Lighting Volunteers: We are seeking to build our 

AVL support team for both contemporary and traditional worship. If you 

are skilled or have an interest in video technology and/or sound 

engineering, we would love to meet with you. Full training to be provided 

and you will have the opportunity to work alongside a specialist. In the first 

instance, please register your interest with our Director of Music, Nathan 

Cole: nathan@mooresvillefpc.org.  

2023 Offering Envelopes are available for pickup in the Parlor on the 

Welcome Desk. When you take an envelope packet, please sign your name 

on the envelope sheet beside that envelope number. 

 

  

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Please contact the church if you, a family member, or a friend faces illness, 

hospitalization, bereavement, or some other concern. Please do not assume the 

church office knows. Prayer concerns will remain for six weeks. If you wish 

people to remain longer, please contact the church office and ask to have 

the period extended. If the concern is confidential, please let us know and we 

will honor your wish for privacy. Names in bold indicate new concerns. 

 

 

Members in Hospitals, Care Facilities, or Homebound 

Alecia Miller                      Billie Brawley Peggy Rogers 

Dot Nelson Mary Mason Peggy Davidson 

John Neely Helen Neely Faye Wright 

   

Bereavement – Family of  Sam Sponaugle (Father to Larry Sponaugle) 

 

Members of the Church – Pat King 

Tom Trosuk Bill Harris Amy Williams 

Sheri Mack Addison Carpenter Family of Jane Scovil 

   

Friends of the Church – Suzanne Baillie 

Baxley Hoover Jacki Rullman Patty McNeely Beamish 

Cecilia Parker  Family of Maddie Taylor Sibyl Newton 

Susan Britt Cathy Moore Jim Maxwell 

Dick Scovil Al Daniel Kay Burklin 

Barbara Hinson Joe Wilkinson  Stephen Catanzaro 

Aldo Martinez Leigh Hudson Dodie Minnick 

Seth Snodgrass Brenda Biggins Carolyn Mauney 

Barbara Newton Lauren Johnson Vikki Park 

Carolyn Finney Patricia Wilkinson Alex Foster 

Phil Williamson Eddie & Nancy Teeter  

   

Armed Forces  

LTC David Dennison, 

Army 

Sgt. Adam R. Loftin, 

USMC 

LTJG Dylan Powell, 

USN  

Major Ben Peacock, 

USAF 

Maj. William Matheny, 

Army     

LTC Rodney Tatum 
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