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GET INVOLVED IN A NEW BOOK STUDY THIS MONTH!

VBS, OLDER ADULT MONTH, PRESCHOOL GRAD & MORE 



PASTOR’S LETTER
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing 
in the gospel from the first day until now.”

The Apostle Paul, Philippians 1:4-5

Our new sermon series is entitled “Perspective & Progress.” It will draw from the 
book of Philippians and communicate the mindset of the Apostle Paul who 
effectively served and inspired the early church while chained in prison. Paul’s 
perspective was continuously Gospel centered, emphasizing themes of prayer, 
joy, confidence, hope, and perseverance. And despite Paul’s imprisonment 
as well as cultural persecution towards Christian believers, the early church 
consistently showed signs of steady progress. Perspective and progress can 
easily be lost amidst the cultural noise of our day, yes?  That being said, I have 
been encouraged, for the most part, by the focus our church has maintained 
throughout the challenges of this past year. 

I believe the next few months will test the patience and morale of our church 
family as we push to return to a sense of normality. Worship attendance is 
already starting to increase, fellowship groups and Sunday schools are steadily 
re-emerging, the nursery will soon be open on Sunday mornings, and there 
is promise of at least a portion of the choir returning as early as August. It’s 
steadily happening, a little too slow for some and a little too fast for others. 
Now, more than ever, we will need to stay focused in our commitment to the 
Gospel. My hope is that from the Scriptures we can steadily draw perspective 
which will help us to continually make Gospel centered progress. 

It continues to be a joy to serve alongside you as we seek to be salt and light in 
the Mooresville community! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dave Rockness



PASTOR’S LETTER STEWARDSHIP

Personally Accountable – Ezekiel 18:1-9

There is a saying that “God has no grandchildren,” meaning that every
individual must personally respond in faith to Jesus. As the sins of the parents
are not transferrable, neither is salvation. And though eternal life is based on
faith, we have the “response-ability” to account for what we have done with 
the gifts and the grace God has given us. Paul says, “Each one should test his 
own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to
somebody else, for each one should carry his own load” (Gal 6:4-5). And
Romans 14:12 states, “Each of us will give an account of himself to God.”

Think about the implications of that. One day God will compare how much
time and energy we spent on ourselves compared with what we invested in
serving others. At that point, all our excuses for self-centeredness will sound
hollow: “I was too busy” or “I had my own goals” or “I was preoccupied with
working, having fun, or preparing for retirement.” To all excuses God will
respond, “Sorry, wrong answer. I created, saved, and called you and
commanded you to live a life of service. What part did you not understand?”

We live in families; we live in communities; our spiritual growth is shaped and
tended by the way we live with and for others; we share many things with
other believers. But in the middle of the night, it’s each of us alone with God.
And at the end of the day, we’ll each stand face to face before him.

Message from your Stewarship Committee
Excerpts NIV Stewardship Study Bible

Pastor/Author Rick Warren comments (Page 1059)

“Giving your time, your talents, and 
your tithes to God’s work...”
PRAYER- Father, you have given me tasks and 
responsibilities. But you have also given me the grace 
to “carry my load” and the Holy Spirit to guide and 
help me. Give me the strength and the will to respond 
to you in every moment, to work and serve you and 
the people you send my way.



CHRISTIAN ED

We are hoping to have some version of an in-person event, following all safety 
and health precautions.  We will need to adjust some of our schedules and 
routines, and there will be a firm registration deadline (Monday, July 5) and 
limited enrollment.    

We’ll combine the fun of trains and railroads with the beauty of the Rocky 
Mountains.  We are early in the planning process, and are looking for some set 
and scenery items to coordinate with our theme.  Following is a list of items we 
would like to borrow for VBS:

• Artificial Christmas trees
• Stuffed animals that coordinate with western 
theme (bears, mountain lions, deer, raccoons, etc.)
• Train-related items (Thomas the Tank Engine, 
Fisher-Price train sets, wooden trains, etc.)
• Engineer and conductor hats
• Railroad lanterns (no glass globes)
• Railroad overalls
• Depot or train station décor
• Railroad crossing signs

Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) if you are 
willing to share these items with VBS (items to be returned after VBS).

Vacation Bible School

Theme: “Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power 
Pulls Us Through”
Dates: Monday, July 12 - Friday, July 16 
Time: 9:30 am - noon
Ages: 4 year olds* - Rising 6th grade 
*church members and church members’ 
grandchildren younger than 4 may attend; all 
others must be 4 years old
Registration: Begins May 16 online at 
mooresvillefpc.org
Activities: Bible stories, crafts, 
refreshments, games and recreation, 
music, skits, mission project 
Volunteers: Rising 7th graders - adults

VBS Workdays!

Wednesdays from 
10 am until noon 

Beginning Wednesday 
May 12



CHRISTIAN ED
Adult Sunday School 
We are offering one adult Sunday School class at the present time, and 
everyone is welcome to join the fellowship and study on Sunday mornings 
at 10:00 am in the fellowship hall. Led by John and Judy Daniel, the class is 
studying the Ray Vander Laan DVD teaching series, “That the World May 
Know.” The class watches a DVD in the series, followed by class discussion. The 
class focuses on how God revealed himself to his ancient people, and how the 
stories of the Bible reveal His mission for our lives.

Lessons for May are from the “Prophets and Kings: Being 
in the Culture and Not of It” lessons. Weekly lessons include:

May 2: Innocent Blood, Part 2
May 9: Who is God?
May 16: The Wages of Sin
May 23: The Lord is My Shepherd
May 30: God With Us

Tables and chairs are set up so that participants may easily sit 6 feet apart. We 
strongly recommend wearing a mask and sitting only with members of your 
household. Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) 
if you have questions about the class. 

Children’s Messages
 
There is a Children’s Message posted on the church website each week.  Go to 
www.mooresvillefpc.org, click on Ministries, then click on Children’s tab.

    The messages in May will be part of a series, “Animals of 
    the Bible,” and include:

    May 2: Camels, Camels, Camels
    May 9 (Mother’s Day): Snug under Mother Hen’s Wings
    May 16: The Merry Ostrich
    May 23: Doves of Peace
    May 30: King of the Beasts - The Mighty Lion



The Screwtape Letters Study
Early in 1940, after the start of WWII, C.S. Lewis had the idea of 
writing a book about “the psychology of temptation from the 
other point of view.”  The book holds 31 letters from a senior 
demon to his nephew, a lesser demon who has oversight over 
a man who is referred to as “the patient.” Starting the second 
week of May there will be two groups meeting to study this 
fascinating consideration of spiritual warfare.  The first group 
led by Jaclyn Webb will meet on Tuesday nights at the church
in room 301 at 7:00 p.m. starting May 11. The second group 
led by Matthew Sholar and Jonathon Snodgrass will meet on 
Thursday nights on zoom at 7:00 p.m. starting May 13. Both groups will meet for 
11 weeks, will be discussion based, and will cover 3 letters a week. Information 
about the studies and opportunity to sign up for them can be found on the 
Small Groups and Classes page of the website or by contacting the office.

Older Adult Month
May is designated as “Older Adult Month,” and it is a good time to remember 

our older adult friends in a special way, and honor and recognize the older 
adults in our church family. After a year or more of restrictions and isolation from 

family and friends, many of our older friends are more comfortable with 
in-person visits now, and some facilities have also relaxed their restrictions. Be 

sure to call ahead before you visit.

Members of our church family include:
• Atria of Lake Norman – Billie Brawley and Pat Hunter

• Brookdale Assisted Living in Statesville – Ron and Jean Chislaghi
• Kingston Assisted Living in Hickory – Dot Nelson
• Maple Leaf in Statesville – John Westmoreland

• Rosewood Assisted Living in Harmony – Lecie Miller
• Summit Place – Peggy Rogers

In addition to our members living in retirement facilities, many of our members 
are unable to leave home easily, and would appreciate a phone call or 

personal note. Good old-fashioned “snail mail” can be a welcome sight in a 
mailbox these days!

CHRISTIAN ED



PRESCHOOL
A Message from Mrs. Lori

I cannot believe May is upon us and our school year is about to come to a close. We have 
enjoyed watching your little ones grow in so many ways. Your children have certainly 
blossomed like the springtime flowers. They have learned their colors, shapes, numbers and 
letters. They’ve learned how to walk through our hallways with quiet walking feet and mouths. 
Your children have practiced sharing, taking turns, sitting in Circle Time and how to be a good 
friend. I hope you saw the love of Jesus through our teachers. They are a dedicated team 
and they have enjoyed being a part of your child’s education. While this year was definitely 
challenging due to COVID-19, we are so thankful God provided us with protection and 
allowed us to remain open this school year!

Teacher Appreciation Week

   Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3-7 this year. If you have a moment, 
   would you be able to write your teacher a note of thanks? Perhaps write 
   about your child’s favorite thing he/she learned or how much your child 
   has progressed this school year. As you know, the teachers are the core of 
   this Preschool program. Let’s shower them with lots of notes of appreciation!

Letterland Days

Our Letterland Days are May 13 & 14. Dress your child in his/her 
favorite Letterland Costume. Outfits must be functional to wear 
at school, as we will not be changing clothes.

Last Days of School 

May 19: Last day for MWF students
May 20: Last day for M/T/Th, T/Th, T/W/Th and 5 day students 

Graduation Ceremony 

Our Graduation Ceremonies are scheduled for Friday, May 21st in the Sanctuary (for all 
children moving onto kindergarten next school year). Parents will drop off their children directly 
to the classroom and head to the Sanctuary. Due to COVID-19, we will have 3 staggered 
graduation ceremonies that day. Seating is limited but each child’s family may bring up to 
6 people. Masks are required upon entering the building. We ask that you practice social 
distancing in the hallways and in the sanctuary. Assigned times will be sent home for each 
classroom.

To our families with Graduates, it has been an honor having your children with us. We are sad 
to see them leave, but we are blessed to have been a part of their early learning. We are 
confident they are equipped with the skills to be successful in kindergarten. You have been a 
part of our family and for that, you have our heartfelt thanks!



Mother’s Day
9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship

CALENDAR
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

9  10  11 12

16  17  18 19

23  24 25  26

30

2 pm Sermon Study 
(Dave)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

2 pm Sermon Study 
(Dave)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

10 am VBS 
Workday 
6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

31  
Memorial Day 
Office Closed

10 am VBS 
Workday 
6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

10 am VBS 
Workday 
6:30 pm Men’s Bible 
Study (Dave)

2  3  4  5  9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship 
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7pm HS PYF

VBS Registration Begins
9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

Graduation Sunday
9:30 am  
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship
10 am Adult Sunday 
School
11 am Traditional 
Worship
5 pm MS PYF
7 pm HS PYF

10 am Circle 4
12 pm Circle 5
2pm Sermon
Study (Dave)
7 pm Circle 3
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study

2pm Sermon
Study with Dave

6:30 pm Men’s
Bible Study with Dave

2pm Circle 1



WEDNESDAY

CALENDAR
Birthdays: 
5/1- Maggie Jones, John 
Lynch
5/2- Margaret Curtis, 
Corinne Sink
5/3- Ronald Chislaghi, 
Philip Heilman, Paul 
Winokur
5/4- Dave Culler, Tim Merrill
5/5- Richard Mack, Jack 
Robinson
5/6- Ken Bernd, Kim Streb, 
Jay Trimble
5/7- Connie Russell
5/8- Karen Bernd, David 
Meehan, Julie Morrow
5/12- Nora Fillnow, Van 
Herring, Susan Kendall
5/13- Margaret Auten
5/14- Marshall Crouch, Jr., 
Elizabeth Nanney
5/15- Mary Mason, Nancy 
Smith
5/16- Joseph Campbell
5/17- Glyn Powell
5/18- Carole Crews, 
Thomas Dame, Montyne 
Winokur, Brawley C. 
Nanney
5/19- Spencer Cox, John 
Merrill
5/20- Tom Kirkland
5/21- Rachel Faulkenberry, 
Jaden Wineberger
5/22- Taylor Cowart, 
Preston Washburn
5/23- Meredith 
Kavanaugh, Joe Robinson, 
Kinnon Rockness
5/24- Barbara Nelson, 
Jennifer Robinson
5/25- Marjorie Schnicker
5/26- Roger Hyatt, 
Elizabeth Jones
5/27- Elisa Cox, Will 
Hall, Susan Poore, Dave 
Rockness
5/29- Aimee Culler, 
Victoria Waugh
5/31- Sophie Poirier

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1/8

13  14 15

20  21  22

27 28  29

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 
9 am Quilting Group

7:15 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

6  7  

7 pm Chancel Choir 
Study (zoom)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study (zoom)

7 pm Chancel Choir 
Study (zoom)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study (zoom)

7 pm Chancel Choir 
Study (zoom)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study (zoom)

7 pm Chancel Choir 
Study (zoom)
7 pm Screwtape 
Letters Study (zoom)
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9:30 am Contemporary Worship
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May 2021

Confirmation Class

Congratulations to the 2021 
confirmation class! This year’s group 
includes (left to right) John Robinson, 

Peter Sentas, James Miller, Gabriel 
Solomone, Camryn Stissel, Alana 

Creech, Karli Rockness, Sarah Cook, 
and Addison Carpenter.

Bereavement
Christian sympathy is expressed to 
the family of Carolyn Morrow in her 
death on April 5. Please remember 

husband Bill Morrow, daughter 
Megan Morrow, and sister Peggy 

Rogers, and other family members in 
your prayers.

Christian sympathy is expressed to 
the family of Sherri Hodge in her 

death on April 23. 


