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Flea Markets At The Drive-In: The Whidbey Island Lions Club is excited to announce their 2025 Summer Series of Flea Markets at the Blue Fox Drive In! Get ready for the most epic summer of bargain hunting ever! The Flea Markets begin on Saturday, July 12th from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and runs every Saturday until August 16th. Vendor spaces are just $20, are dog friendly, and include the opportunity to enjoy the arcade, great food and go-carts at the drive-in while you are there. Vendor information:  E-clubhouse.org/sites/whidbeyisland or wilclions@gmail.com.
Explore Deception Pass State Park This Summer:
*Rosario Discovery Center:  Tide pool specimens, microscopes, and engaging activities for the whole family await you at the Discovery Center at Rosario Beach, inside Deception Pass State Park, on Saturdays and Sundays, between July 1 and September 3, 12:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.  Tour the displays while talking with park volunteers and interns about what you see. The Discovery Center is sponsored by the Deception Pass Park Foundation.
*“Learn About Your Park” Programs:  For Junior Rangers, park staff join you and your family for learning all about the park and its forests, habitats and wildlife.  The 30–40-minute presentations are designed for ages 4 to 12, though anyone is welcome.    You can attend one during the week, or on the weekend, through Labor Day.  Junior Ranger programs are just one educational opportunity hosted by the park, sunset walks and other events are available. View the calendar at:  Parks.wa.gov/497/Deception-Pass.  
*“Free Concerts in The Park”:  The Deception Pass State Park amphitheater in July and August is the place for the Our American Roots Concert Series, hosted in partnership with the Washington State Parks and Recreation’s Folk & Traditional Arts Program.  Every Saturday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., from July 12 through August 23.  Get an introduction to this summer’s lineup at Deceptionpassfoundation.org/park-programs/american-roots.
Admission is free to Deception Pass State Park programs, although, a Washington State Parks Discover Pass is required for park access.  
*An Independence Weekend of Celebration:  The Oak Harbor Chamber, along with their sponsors and partner organizations welcome you to a weekend of food, five days of carnival rides, a street fair, the annual parade, fireworks and more.  Opening the weekend will be the carnival, which will run Thursday, July 3 through Sunday, July 6.  An old-fashioned street fair with arts and crafts booths, food trucks and a beer garden will be open July 4-6, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The “Whidbey Wags Parade and Pet Fair”, on July 3, starting at 5:30 p.m., where pets and their humans will stroll Windjammer Park, leading to snacks and fun for the four-legged loved ones.  Oak Harbor’s Independence Day parade begins at 11 a.m. on Friday, July 4, Fireworks launch on July 4, at 10 p.m.  Schedule of events and information:  Oakharborchamber.com.
“Beetlejuice Jr.”  A wildly inventive, hilarious, and heartwarming show that celebrates life, death, and everything in between.  At its core, it’s a story about embracing the strange and unusual, finding your voice, and discovering that even in the afterlife, family—and a little chaos—can bring you back to life. Presented by local youth July 18-27, at the Whidbey Playhouse.  Tickets and information: WhidbeyPlayhouse.com.
*Classic Cars Galore:
If you’re a classic car enthusiast, there are upcoming events, just for you:
*Rotary Walk of Honor Car Show, on Saturday, July 5, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m., on Pioneer Way (between Midway Blvd & SE Pasak Streets), in Oak Harbor, Ohrotary.org.
*Car Show to Benefit Vietnam Veterans:  Sunday, July 20, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., in Bellingham.   Vva165.org/index.php/car-show.
*The La Conner Classic Boat & Car Show:  Saturday, August 2, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Facebook.com/LaConnerClassic.
*All Mopar Summer Sizzler Car Show at Oak Harbor Motors, Sunday, August 10, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
*NAS Whidbey Seaplane Base Exchange Car Show:  Saturday, August 9, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Base access is required to attend this free event.
*Chrome and Classics Car Show in Stanwood, Saturday, August 30, Lincolnhill-rc.org.
July Events of Note:
*Oak Harbor Kiwanis Bazaar, July 12, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at North Whidbey Middle School, Oakharborkiwanis.com
*Skagit Valley Highland Games: July 12-13, in Mt. Vernon, Celticarts.org.
*Shipwreck Festival, 400 Booths of garage sale vendors in Anacortes, July 19, Shipwreckfest.com
*Whidbey Island Fair, July 24-27, in Langley, Whidbeyislandfair.com
Connect to local summer camps and family-friendly, Whidbey-Area Events at WhidbeyIsland.MacaroniKid.com and Facebook.com/groups/whidbeyislandeventsandmore.
Amy Hannold is a life-long resident of Whidbey Island.  She’s the founder of Macaroni Kid Whidbey Island.  Now the “Assistant to the Publisher”, Amy continues to share her knowledge of Whidbey’s best events, via her Facebook group “Whidbey Island Events and More” and at WhidbeyIsland.MacaroniKid.com  You can reach her at mackidwhidbey@gmail.com. 

