
N A D A ’ S  2 0 2 4  C H R I S T M A S  M E S S A G E
I N S P I R E D  B Y  T H E  L I G H T

As I  dr ive  through the streets  crowned wi th  twinkl ing l ights  of  a l l  colors ,
s izes,  and designs,  I  am tr iggered by memories of  my chi ldhood in  Croat ia
when l i fe  was s imple ,  and winters  were cold.

Riding in  a  horse-drawn s le igh on a  moonl i t  n ight ,  dashing through the snow,
wrapped in  a  th ick wool  b lanket ,  and mi l l ions of  s tars  ref lect ing upon the
gl is tening whi te  snow cover ing a l l  the countryside.

The sound of  the swooshing s le igh and the fa int  r inging of  the bel ls  t ied
around the horses '  necks was just  the magic  of  the n ight ,  f i l led wi th  peace,
inner  warmth,  and the presence of  loved ones.  I t  was the season of
Chr istmas,  and t rees were t r immed,  cookies were baked,  whi le  the scent  of
warm cacao or  “gluhwein” seasoned wi th  c innamon and c loves f i l led the
ent i re  house,  ent ic ing us to  s i t  by  the f i re  and te l l  long- forgot ten legends,
stor ies  of  the past  and magical  moments in  t ime.

The Chr istmas season lasted the ent i re  month of  December ,  prolonging th is
magic  throughout  i ts  ent i rety .  I t  was the t ime when the fami ly  would gather
closer  together ,  where t radi t ional  meals  were prepared and shared wi th
everyone present  and a l l  those who came to  v is i t .  There was good food,  lots
of  laughter ,  songs and even dance.  The most  precious gi f t  was fami ly .  

Now,  our  focus dr i f ts  into  decorat ions,  color fu l  l ights ,  and an abundance of
gi f ts ,  which of ten get  quickly  forgot ten or  even exchanged.  Let  us remember
the importance of  th is  precious t ime we spend wi th  fami ly  and f r iends,
shar ing the uncondi t ional  love th is  precious t ime represents .  The memory of
a  newborn chi ld  named Jesus teaches us just  that .

Let  us shine our  l ights  f rom with in  upon each other  as  we look forward to  a
New Year  of  Love,  Peace,  and Prosper i ty .  A year  that  wi l l  fu l ly  represent  the
truth of  what  we cher ish as human beings on our  beaut i fu l  p lanet ,  Earth .  

As stewards of  our  bodies,  our  l ives,  and our  environment ,  we can br ing for th
al l  the Love,  Peace,  and Joy we so desire .

May your  L ight  shine br ight  th is  hol iday season,  and a l l  year  through!
May you be happy,  heal thy,  and prosperous too!
May love be wi th in  and about  you now and a lways!

With a l l  my Love,

Nad a


