
 
 

Issues and Advocacy Committee Reports Summaries for October 
 
Government Consolidation: Jane Ballengee 
 
Transform IL has two projects that are charged with providing better information for use by the State, Counties, 
Towns, and Villages to improve their planning process and to promote consolidation where possible. They are 
the Transform Illinois Research Committee charged with updating the data reported by local governments 
through Annual Financial Reports (AFR) and  Local Efficiency Assessment Planning Project (LEAP) which is 
designed to be an online resource for forecasting demographics, economics, and service needs.  The AFR project 
is in the beginning process and LEAP had its first demo the beginning of October. It is also online and active 
unless it is being updated. 
 

Criminal Justice - Janet Kittlaus 
 
TFAs will be sent asking that the Governor's amendatory vetoes of these bills be overturned: 
  
HB4469 requires that pre-trial detainees be able to vote, and provides to citizens released from IDOC 
information about their voting rights. The Governor has sent the bill back, deleting the provision to inform those 
released from IDOC of their voting rights.  Clearly, returning citizens should have this information available to 
them. 
  
HB4208 would create an optional grant program for school districts that wish to reallocate funding for school-
based law enforcement personnel toward restorative justice programs and personnel such as school 
psychologists, social workers, and related specialists.  The Governor responded, "As presented, House Bill 4208 
prevents schools from using grant funds to increase the use of school based law enforcement or security 
personnel." But the idea behind the bill is for school districts to access monies toward restorative services. 
  
HB5104 eliminates the $5 medical co-pay inmates must pay to see a doctor or nurse and restricts to 10% the 
upcharge prisons may reap on commissary sales. It abolishes the practice of garnishing the limited wages earned 
by inmates on work assignments to defray the cost of their incarceration.  Governor amended the bill by 
reducing the co-pay to $3.90 and cited balancing "the need to provide medical services with potential abuses of 
a free medical system that could create significant backlogs in an already overburdened Corrections healthcare 
system." Given the fact that many prisoners receive on $10 per month, a $5 or even a $3.90 co-pay is 
burdensome.  It is in everyone's interest (including the taxpayer) that those committed to IDOC receive 
healthcare since most of these people will be returning to society. 
   
IDOC to build $150 million inpatient treatment center  
The Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) is gearing up to build a $150 million mental health and medical 
correctional inpatient facility that will provide the most intensive level of care for offenders who struggle with 
mental illness and who require long-term skilled nursing care. 

http://correctionalnews.com/2018/09/11/illinois-doc-to-build-150-million-inpatient-treatment-center/?utm_source=September+14+Weekly+Update+2018&utm_campaign=September+14th+Newsletter&utm_medium=email


The 180,000-square foot facility will be located in Joliet, on the same grounds as the existing Joliet Treatment 
Center. It's the largest building construction project to be launched under Gov. Bruce Rauner. 
   
Prisoners are frustrated by slow movement of law offering early release opportunity  
SB1607 (PA100-0575) took effect January 8 and created Earned Discretionary Sentencing Credits (EDSC).  The 
law is designed to address prison overcrowding by broadening opportunities for inmates to reduce their 
sentences by up to six months. As it stands, however, nine months after the new law became effective, IDOC has 
yet to propose how it will exercise its discretion to award EDSC. IDOC appears not to have taken any action to 
implement EDSC and award discretionary credits to deserving prisoners, frustrating the law's intent. 
  
For juvenile justice:   Cook County Board bars detention of youth under the age of 13 Cook County has become 
the first county in Illinois to prohibit the detention of children under the age of 13. Though the ordinance mostly 
states existing practices, last year Cook County detained nine children aged between 11 and 13. The ordinance 
follows a May report of theJuvenile Justice Initiative 
that noted detention of juveniles appears tied to decreased graduation rates and repeat offenses.   
  
 
Education Funding: Nancy Brandt, Ann Courter, Jean Pierce 
 
Expect a Time for Action alert during November for HB5175 which would rescind the power of the appointed 
Charter School Commission to override decisions of elected school boards. Needed: Names and emails of 
members of local Leagues who are interested in issues regarding education, and particularly education funding. 
Please contact jeanpierce@lwvil.org to join a Google group discussion and to learn about League needs for 
education advocacy at the local League. 
 
 
Gun Violence Prevention: Mary Klonowski and Holly Fingerle 
 
Betsy, DeVos, Secretary of Education for the U.S. chairs the School Safety Commission which is proposed to use 
federal education funding to arm teachers.  Alternatives to arming teachers are: School Resource Officers, use of 
threat assessment protocols, promoting school climates that minimize violent behavior, reducing the 
student/counselor ratios, and providing for more school nurses. 
  
Continue to circulate petitions urging the Governor to sign SB337, the Combating Illegal Gun Trafficking Act. 
 
 
Healthcare: Margaret O'Hara and Janet Craft 
 
LWVIL will advocate for override in veto session for 
HB2624 SA3 Short Term Limited Duration Health Insurance Act 
HB4165 HA1 Do No Harm Healthcare Act. 
Affordable Care Act 
More insurance plans and lower premiums will be featured on the ACA exchange market for 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.injusticewatch.org/news/2018/prisoners-frustrated-by-slow-movement-of-law-offering-early-release-opportunity/
https://www.injusticewatch.org/news/2018/cook-county-board-bars-detention-of-youth-under-13-years-old/


 
Reproductive Rights 
 
The appointment of Judge Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court creates a conservative majority, making overturn of 
Roe V Wade a possibility. Because of the passage last year of HB40, Illinois is now seen as a model of 
Reproductive Rights Advocacy. 
 

Immigration: Kim Reed 
 
IL Veto Session: We plan to have targeted TFAs to members in districts where legislators voted for SB 34 "The 
Voices Act" to thank them and ask for their support in the veto session. SB 34, The Voices Act, improves access 
to U and T visas. 
National Front & LWVIL Action: 
  
·      Flores Settlement Agreement -- LWVIL sent out a TFA requesting our members make public comment to DHS 
opposing immigrant detention rule change to the Flores Settlement Agreement. 
·      Public Charge Rule -- Another TFA going out this week will ask for public comment to DHS opposing the 
Public Charge rule. Currently, the Public Charge test to become a LPR, or green card holder, or to receive a visa 
to enter the U.S. from abroad requires a person show that he's unlikely to become a "public charge." The 
current proposal drastically expands the definition of public charge to be "likely to use one or more benefits in 
the future" and expands the list of programs. 
·      Protecting Immigrant Families: There is a national coalition, Protecting Immigrant Families, which is fighting 
these DHS rule changes. There are state groups, too, working in coalition. We can work with them to promote 
awareness and action. 
·      Additional news -- Over 200 children are still separated from their families--82 days past the July deadline. 
Children and families are being moved and detained in large private detention centers run by for-profit 
companies. The Administration is making plans for other ways to separate families. The Administration also has 
threatened to cut off aid to Honduras if they do not stop a current group of migrants from coming to the US. 
Looks like the immigration questions will appear on the 2020 Census as of now. There are lawsuits filed. 
  
Local Leagues: LWV of Rockford held a program last week with a local activist who talked about her recent 
experiences interviewing women at the Dilly Detention Center in TX. LWV of Central Kane County will host Fred 
Tsao of ICIRR at their November meeting. 
 


