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Issues Specialist Reports        May, 2018 

 
Campaign Finance Report - Paula Lawson 
LWVIL presented testimony on May 1, 2018 at a subject matter hearing before the House Elections and Campaign 
Finance Committee on HB 5531, Small Donor Democracy System for Fair Elections Act.  HB 5531 would create a small 
donor campaign contribution matching system for candidates in elections for Illinois Constitutional Offices and the 
Illinois Senate and Illinois House. The bill was re-referred to the Rules Committee. 
   
Criminal Justice Report - Janet Kittlaus 
Since the last report, LWVIL submitted witness slips for these bills: 
Supporting: HB4469 (plus TFA) re: voting rights for detainees and the newly released from prison; 
SB3023 re: deflecting from arrest people with addictions to treatment; and 
SB3388 re: expanding Adult Redeploy. 
Opposing SB2339 which presumes the detention for juveniles charged with possession of a stolen motor vehicle or 
vehicular hijacking; and 
SB2581 increasing temporary detention time for juveniles. 
  
Bills whose status has changed since the last report: HB4741 increases inmate visits up to 30 visits per month, as is 
current practice at IDOC’s Logan Correctional Center. It allows up to 50 unique contacts on visiting lists and requires that 
lists be kept electronically. Passed both houses; HB5341 prohibits judges from considering fines and fees when 
evaluating a petition to expunge or seal. 3rd reading in House; 
SB3503 would require courthouses to make a lactation room or area available for nursing parents so that are not 
blocked from serving as attorneys, jurors, and witnesses in Illinois civil and criminal proceedings. 3rd reading in House; 
LWVIL opposes SB2339 (new)  which presumes the detention for juveniles charged with possession of a stolen motor 
vehicle or vehicular hijacking. In the House. 
 
Gun Violence Prevention - Mary Klonowski 
On Monday, April 10th, Kaiser Permanente announced that it would begin studying gun violence by investing $2 million 
in research to identify what new studies, data and interventions its doctors and hospitals could adopt to reduce gun 
deaths and injury. 
 
LWVIL President, Bonnie Cox, submitted an OP Ed piece on the LWV’s long standing position on gun violence prevention. 
The piece included support for the IL Gun Dealer Licensing Act. 
 
TFA’s: 

 Override the Governor’s veto of the Gun Dealer Licensing Bill 

 Witness slips for SB 2314, Senator Julie Morrison’s bill to amend the Concealed Carry Act  and restore the right 
of home rule jurisdictions to restrict assault weapons. 

 Witness slips in support of combined legislation on SB1657 and HB1273, the Gun Dealer Licensing Act, prior to 
the Senate and House Hearings to override the Governor’s veto. 

  
Healthcare – Janet Craft/Margaret O’Hara 
Legislation being followed:  

 LWVIL sent witness slip and TFA in support of HB 4165 HA1 Do No Harm Healthcare Act.   
o Present Status of Bill - 5/14 Placed on Calendar Order of 3rd Reading, consideration postponed, Final 

Action Deadline extended to 5/25. 

 LWVIL Signed on Fact Sheet as a supportive organization, sent witness slips, and TFA  SB 3015 SA 2 & 3 Stock 
Asthma Rescue Medication in Schools Bill.   

o Present Status of Bill - 4/25 Passed the Senate.  Now in House, 5/18 Placed on Calendar of 2nd reading. 
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 LWVIL signed on as supportive organization and sent TFA and witness slip in support of HB1337 HA1, SB2388 
SFA1 Short Term Limited Duration Health Insurance Act.  

o Present Status of Bill -HB1337 HA1 4/27 Referred to Rules Committee. SB2388 SFA1 5/11 Re Referred 
to Assignments.  The status of both of these bills are presently in doubt, and the supporters have been 
working since mid-May to attempt to draft a bill that will be able to pass both Chambers, because of the 
importance to consumers to regulate these short term insurance policies. 

 LWVIL sent witness slips in support of SB2332, HB4297 No Tobacco Products under 21.   

 Present Status of Bill SB2332 -Passed the Senate on 5/7.  Went to House referred to Health and HealthCare 
Disparities Committee on 5/18. HB4297 - 4/27 Re-referred to Rules Committee. 

 LWVIL following HB4900 Generic Price Fairness.  

o Present Status of Bill -  Passed the House 4/19.  On 5/15 referred to Senate Subcommittee on 
Business Entities. 

Immigration – Kim Reed 
LWVUS Convention: Immigration Caucus hosted by LWVIL on Thursday, June 28, at 8:45 pm. 

 Immigration Sharing Session: What are your Leagues doing to advocate on behalf of immigrants and 
refugees and how are you combating xenophobia?  

 
National Front: LWVUS opposes citizenship question(s) on the US Census: 

 The current administration continues with its hardline anti-immigrant policies, attacking sanctuary cities and 
states, demonizing immigrants at the border, implying they are all dangerous criminals, separating families, 
and conducting ICE raids. Betsy DeVos recently stated it was okay for schools to report undocumented 
students to ICE. DACA & the DREAM Act remain in limbo. 

 
Legislative Action in Springfield: 

 Most recent TFA went out on May 8 for all three bills. We support all three. 
o SB35 Immigration Safe Zones Act: Present status: This bill was passed out of the IL Senate and is now 

before the IL House.  
o SB34 VOICES Act (Supports Domestic Violence and Trafficking Survivors): Present status: This bill is in 

an Executive Committee Hearing today, Thursday, May 24. 
o SB3488 Anti-Registry Act (Resist Registry Programs Targeting Ethnic and Religious Groups): Present 

status: This bill passed out of the House Judiciary-Civil Committee Wednesday, May 23. 
 
What other Leagues are doing:  

 LWV of Wheaton will hold the following program on July 19 – Immigration: Untangling the Facts, History, 
and Economics presented by Rob Paral 

 
Juvenile reports 
The Juvenile Justice Initiative published a report, Detention of Juveniles in Illinois 
The report claims that Illinois State dollars encourage detention and that the use of juvenile detention is random and 
disparate.  The report makes seven recommendations to correct the situation. 
  
The Chicago Reporter reports that even as other cities and states have moved to ban the use of solitary confinement for 
teens, the practice of solitary confinement is on the rise in Cook County 
  
Two disappointments 

 Carl Reimann, a 77-year-old who spent 46 years in prison was released by the Prisoner Review Board which 
paroled him on a vote of 8 to 4.  However, he was returned to prison because public outcry fueled by the 
media’s irresponsible pandering to the community’s fears. Currently a suitable home is being sought for 

http://jjustice.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/JJI-Detention-Report-April-25-2018.pdf
http://www.chicagoreporter.com/solitary-confinement-of-juveniles-on-the-rise-in-cook-county/
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him.  Decisions of the PRB should be reported in an evenhanded manner.  This event, however, will no doubt 
ensure that the PRB will be hesitant to make future release of prisoners, regardless of the merit of doing so.  

 The Governor attached the death penalty in his amendatory veto to HB1468.  Other elements of his amendatory 
veto were positive; why, then, attach the death penalty?   

  
 
 
Education Funding Report - Nancy Brandt, Ann Courter, Claire McIntyre, Jean Pierce 
The most pressing item for schools is what the state will give them next year.  We are unsure at this time what the FY 19 
budget will provide for schools. 

SB 2892, a bill introduced by Andy Manar-D to ‘begin the conversation’, would increase full time teachers’ base salary to 
$40,000.  While laudable, it is essentially an unfunded mandate 

ISBE has put CPS’ special education program under an appointed monitor for at least three years, claiming that CPS 
violated several Federal laws and regulations.  
 

Redistricting Report - Paula Lawson and Jane Ballengee 

The deadline for the Fair Maps Amendment (HJRCA43/SJRCA26) to pass the Illinois General Assembly in order to appear 
on the November 2018 ballot was May 6th. Article XIV of the Illinois constitution requires a minimum six-month window 
between when the amendment is approved by three-fifths of both chambers and the next general election. 
  
The Fair Maps Amendment received bipartisan support in both chambers, gaining 28 cosponsors in the Illinois House 
and the support of two-thirds (39 members) of the Illinois Senate. LWVIL sent a TFA asking members to call Senate 
President Cullerton to allow a full vote in the Senate. The Amendment was not called for a vote. 
  
For the Illinois Redistricting Collaborative, the fight for fair maps has been a long game, building up public and legislative 
support through the 2021 redistricting process. An amendment could still be placed on the 2020 ballot to affect the 
redistricting process in 2021 

 

Social Policies - Jan Kay 

The Farm Bill, H.R. 2, [$867 B.] has been defeated and probably will come again in September.  However, as of 5-24-18   

it MAY be voted again on June 22nd in the House. 

Illinois needs a fully balanced budget. Presently we are just above junk bond ratings.  Many needs in social policies are 

now not funded or very lowly funded. 

HOUSING Legislation to SUPPORT: 

 HB 4760 

 HB 4951 

 HB 5865 

 SB 2894 

 SB 2996 

 SB 3103 

These Bills focus on issues LWVIL supports.  


