
 

 

March 2017 
 
 
TO:   Local Illinois League Leaders 
 
FROM:  Margaret O'Hara 

Janet Craft 
LWVIL, Issues Specialist Healthcare, issues@lwvil.org 
 

RE:  Importance of Affordable Care Act (ACA) Advocacy  
 
As you know, if the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) is repealed it will be devastating for people in Illinois.  Many will 
lose their health insurance and the state will lose billions of dollars it receives from the ACA and Medicaid funds and to 
manage the marketplace.  This is especially true of Medicaid expansion.  We all know that Illinois has serious financial 
problems.  Even Governor Rauner has told Congress that repealing the ACA without an adequate replacement would be 
bad for our state. 
 
Under ACA unprecedented numbers of Illinois residents have been insured and able to obtain needed healthcare, and 
healthcare providers have been reimbursed for their care.  That has resulted in growth in well-paying jobs in the 
healthcare sector.  These opportunities will be lost if ACA is repealed without an adequate replacement. 
 
LWVIL is involved with a coalition of advocacy and social service groups and healthcare providers called Protect Our Care 
Illinois (PoCIL).  We are working together to prevent the repeal of ACA without an adequate replacement.   
 
The majority In the US House of Representatives is working quickly to produce a bill to repeal and replace ACA.  Our 
focus currently is on several members of the Illinois Congressional delegation who support repeal, some of whom sit on 
important committees.  Those Representatives are:  Peter Roskam (IL-6), is a member of the Ways & Means Committee 
and chairs its Tax Policy Subcommittee; Michael Bost ((IL-12), is a member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee; 
Rodney Davis (IL-13), Randy Hultgren (IL-14); John Shimkua (IL-15); Adam Kinzinger (IL-16); Darin LaHood (IL018)  
 
We are asking League members and friends who live in one of these legislative districts to make contact with your 
legislator and let them know where you stand on this issue.  We are aware that these legislators have been reluctant to 
meet with constituents but we know of several leagues who are arranging, or have arranged meetings. If you are not 
sure who your U.S. Representative is, go to this website https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/IL and enter your 
address. 
 
We have included a couple of fact sheets from PoCIL that you can use to educate other constituents if the opportunity 
should arise, e.g. passing out information at the train station, etc. 
 
However, since this is such an important fiscal concern for Illinois, we are asking ALL of our members to contact your 
member of Congress, even if they are supporters of maintaining ACA.   
 
Contact not just your federal Senators and Congressmen, but also your state Senators and Representatives, and stress 
what an important issue this is for Illinois. Our state legislators need to be communicating with our federal legislators 
about the importance of an adequate replacement for the ACA which does not add to our state deficit. 
We are also including a talking-point hand out from the Illinois Hospital Association. For additional resources you can 
contact Protect Our Care IL at www.protectourcareil.org. There is also a need for positive stories of how you have been 
helped by the ACA 
 
Thank you in advance for all your help. 
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