
Seneca Falls Convention 1848 - continued 

 

Resolved, That such laws as conflict, in any way, with the true and substantial happiness of 

woman, are contrary to the great precept of Nature and of no validity, for this is "superior in 

obligation to any other." 

  

Resolved, That all laws which prevent woman from occupying such a station in society as her 

conscience shall dictate, or which place her in a position inferior to that of man, are contrary to 

the great precept of Nature, and therefore of no force or authority. 

   

Resolved, That woman is man's equal—was intended to be so by the Creator, and the highest 

good of the race demands that she should be recognized as such. 

   

Resolved, That the women of this country ought to be enlightened in regard to the laws under 

which they live, that they may no longer publish their degradation by declaring themselves 

satisfied with their present position, nor their ignorance, by asserting that they have all the 

rights they want. 

  

Resolved, That inasmuch as man, while claiming for himself intellectual superiority, does accord 

to woman moral superiority, it is pre-eminently his duty to encourage her to speak and teach as 

she has opportunity, in all religious assemblies. 

   

Resolved, That the same amount of virtue, delicacy, and refinement of behavior that is required 

of woman in the social state, should also be required of man, and the same transgressions 

should be visited with equal severity on both man and woman. 

   

Resolved, That the objection of indelicacy and impropriety, which is so often brought against 

woman when she addresses a public audience, comes with a very ill-grace from those who 

encourage, by their attendance, her appearance on the stage, in the concert, or in feats of the 

circus. 

   

Resolved, That woman has too long rested satisfied in the circumscribed limits which corrupt 

customs and a perverted application of the Scriptures have marked out for her, and that it is 

time she should move in the enlarged sphere which her great Creator has assigned her. 

 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to themselves their sacred 

right to the elective franchise. 

   

Resolved, That the equality of human rights results necessarily from the fact of the identity of 

the race in capabilities and responsibilities. 

   



Resolved, therefore, That, being invested by the Creator with the same capabilities, and the 

same consciousness of responsibility for their exercise, it is demonstrably the right and duty of 

woman, equally with man, to promote every righteous cause by every righteous means; and 

especially in regard to the great subjects of morals and religion, it is self-evidently her right to 

participate with her brother in teaching them, both in private and in public, by writing and by 

speaking, by any instrumentalities proper to be used, and in any assemblies proper to be held; 

and this being a self-evident truth growing out of the divinely implanted principles of human 

nature, any custom or authority adverse to it, whether modern or wearing the hoary sanction of 

antiquity, is to be regarded as a self-evident falsehood, and at war with mankind. 

  

 At the last session Lucretia Mott offered and spoke to the following resolution: 

  

Resolved, That the speedy success of our cause depends upon the zealous and untiring efforts of 

both men and women, for the overthrow of the monopoly of the pulpit, and for the securing to 

woman an equal participation with men in the various trades, professions, and commerce. 

 

The only resolution that was not unanimously adopted was the ninth, urging the women of the country 

to secure to themselves the elective franchise. Those who took part in the debate feared a demand for 

the right to vote would defeat others they deemed more rational, and make the whole movement 

ridiculous. 

 

But Mrs. Stanton and Frederick Douglass seeing that the power to choose rulers and make laws, was the 

right by which all others could be secured, persistently advocated the resolution, and at last carried it by 

a small majority. 

   

Thank you to: Wikipedia; Rethinking Women’s Suffrage in New Jersey, 1776-1807 by Jan Ellen Lewis; One 

Woman, One Vote, edited by Marjorie Spruill Wheeler; In the Public Interest by Louse M. Young; The 

Concise History of Woman Suffrage, edited by Mari Jo Buhle and Paul Buhle. 

 

September 6 – birthday of Jane Addams (1860) 

September 28 – birthday of Frances Willard (1839) 


