
 

Fall, 2018 Questions for Legislative Candidates 

This year the Issues Specialists are providing a large number of questions so that 
local Leagues can pick and choose which are most important to people in your 
districts. Most of the questions are for state legislative candidates, but some are 
labeled for candidates running for US Congress. 

Campaign Finance 

● Would you support legislation to adopt a small donor matching campaign finance 
system for state representatives and senators? 

Criminal Justice: 

● The General Assembly has not passed legislation dealing with many of the 
recommendations from  Governor’s Commission on Criminal Justice and 
Sentencing Reform. Would you support sentencing reform? Why or why not?  

Education Funding 

● After many years with a national reputation for  inequitable school funding, 
finally Illinois passed a law designed to correct this problem. But the cumulative 
effects over time will take years of commitment. The legislature has promised 
districts equitable and adequate funding will be achieved in 10 years with a 
minimum  $350 million increase each year for the Equitable school funding 
formula. What do you propose so the legislature can meet that promise for the 
next eight years?  

Electoral College 

For U.S. Congress 

● Will you support a bill to propose a U.S. Constitutional amendment to abolish the 
electoral college system for electing the President and Vice-President of the 
United States and replace it with a one-person, one-vote system?  

For Illinois Legislators: 

● When it is presented to the states, will you vote in favor of ratifying a U.S. 
Constitutional amendment to abolish the electoral college system for electing the 
President and Vice-President of the United States and replace it with a 
one-person, one-vote system? 

 



 

Environment: 

● Are you committed to moving Illinois toward 100% clean energy by 2050?  If yes, 
what specific actions do you support to achieve this goal?  If no, please explain 
why and also please tell us which policies you do support to protect our 
environment and the health and well being of Illinois residents. 

Fiscal Policy 

● Even with a budget, the state is still spending more money than it has revenues. 
Important services which were cut during the budget impasse have not been 
restored. State pension plans are still underfunded.  The state's credit rating is 
still close to junk bond status.  How do you plan to remedy the state's fiscal 
problems? 

● Should the voters be allowed to vote on whether the Illinois Constitution should 
be amended to allow a graduated rate income tax? 

 

Government Consolidation: 

● Do you have a plan to increase government efficiency while maintaining quality 
services and infrastructure through consolidation and shared services?  

● Would you support legislation that would allow citizens to directly place on the 
ballot referendum questions to dissolve a specific unit of government?  

● Are there any specific units of government that you believe could be 
consolidated, or services shared with another entity in your area? Why or why 
not? 

● What's your vision for modernizing state, county, local and special purpose 
governments to be more accountable, transparent and fiscally sustainable? 

Gun Violence Prevention  

U.S. Congress  

● What is your position on the sections of the Share Act which would remove 
restrictions on gun silencers?  

● How would the Federally Mandated Concealed Carry Reciprocity bill affect our 
gun regulation laws in IL?  

●  What is your position on universal background checks,  closing gun show 
loopholes, increasing  penalties for straw purchases of gun and limiting high 
capacity ammunition magazines? 



 

●  Congress recently rescinded the Dickey Act which restricted funding for research and 
reporting on gun violence in America.  However, Congress did not appropriate funds for 
the CDC to proceed with the research.  How can Congress resolve this lack of fundng? 
  

State Legislators  
● Recently, the IL General Assembly passed 3 significant gun laws that have the 

potential to keep our citizens safer:  1. The 72 hour waiting period for ALL 
firearms purchases, 2. The Firearms Restraining Order, and 3.  The Combating 
Illegal Gun Trafficking Act. 
[For an incumbent}  How did you vote on those bills and explain your reasons for 
voting the way you did? 
[For a non-incumbent]  How would you have voted on those bills if you were in a 
position to do so and explain your reasons?  

●  Governor Rauner has indicated that he will veto the Combating Illegal Gun 
Trafficking Act.  If given the opportunity to vote to override the Governor’s veto 
how would you respond?  Explain your reasons. 

● What is your position on  banning  the manufacture, sale and possession of 
assault weapons in IL?  
 

Health Care Legislative Questions 
State Legislators 

● The first questions concern two healthcare bills : 

HB 4165 HA1 Do No Harm Healthcare Act, requires the General Assembly to ensure 
any proposed federal waiver or attempt to restrict access to healthcare to Illinois citizens 
is open to public debate, oversight and scrutiny, by the Illinois Legislature. 

HB2624 SA3 Short Term Limited Duration Health Insurance Act, establishes a 
maximum coverage of 181 days in a given year; requires clearly written disclosures on 
all sales and marketing. 

\Would you override the Governor’s veto of these bills? Why or why not? 

● Nationally drug overdose deaths rose 6.3% over a 12 month period, according to 
data released by the CDC.  Over the same 12 month period ending in January 
Illinois overdose deaths increased by 10%, CDC data shows.  Several bills were 
passed to address this situation.  Examples follow: 

Judges are prevented from barring drug court participants from using 
doctor-prescribed medications to treat opioid addiction. 



 

State-licensed substance abuse programs are required to provide education and 
information about medication based treatments and the use of anti-overdose 
drugs. 

Pharmacists may provide the anti-overdose drug Naloxone without prescription, 
coverage required by private insurance and Medicaid.  Also, fire departments, 
law enforcement and emergency service providers are required to possess 
anti-overdose drugs. 

● Has this legislation had an impact in your District?  
● What else - if anything - should be done? 
● Do you support increased funding for comprehensive drug addiction treatment 

centers? Why or why not?  

US Congress/State Legislator Questions 

●  Is protecting pre-existing conditions important to your constituents?  

·         If so, will you take action to protect insurance of pre-existing conditions? 

Immigration 

US Congress Questions 

● Do you support the DREAM Act? Why or why not? Please explain. 
● Family reunification has long been a cornerstone of US immigration policies. What are 

your views? Please explain. 
● The current administration and the Commerce Department intend to add a citizenship 

question to the 2020 Census. What are your thoughts about this and how do you think it 
will impact the Census? 

● The current administration has drafted a proposed rule that would affect lawfully present 
immigrants who use public benefits or tax credits for which they or their dependents are 
eligible and would sharply increase the number who would find it more difficult to get a 
green card or renew a visa. A public charge rule would likely and significantly decrease 
the use of public benefits by legal immigrants and their U.S. born dependents. What are 
your thoughts on this anticipated Public Charge rule and its potential effects? 

 

State Legislator questions 

● Would you support or oppose state legislation to restrict collection of immigration and 
citizenship status information by state and local government agencies? Please explain. 

● Would you support or oppose restrictions on police communications with US Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement? Please explain. 

● Would you support or oppose legislation providing access for undocumented students to 
grants and scholarships at state universities? Please explain. 



 

● Would you support or oppose legislation to set model policies for schools, libraries, 
medical facilities, shelters, and courthouses on how to handle immigration enforcement 
activity? 

● Would you support or oppose legislation to bar landlords from evicting or threatening 
tenants based on their actual or perceived immigration status? 

  

 

Mental Health 

● What would you do to ensure access to mental health services for children, youth, and 
adults? 

● Since  SB2951 (Early Mental Health and Addictions Treatment Act) has been sent to the 
governor, how will you advocate for setting up the two medicaid pilot programs for early 
treatment aimed at children and youth and a proactive engagement program to address 
opioid and other addictions?  

Redistricting: 

● Do you support an amendment to the Illinois Constitution to end gerrymandering 
by changing the redistricting process to create an independent commission 
tasked with drawing Illinois legislative and Congressional maps? 

● As a member of the Illinois General Assembly, would you cosponsor a 
constitutional amendment for redistricting reform to establish an independent 
commission to draw the lines?  As a member, would you vote for a constitutional 
amendment to be placed on the 2020 General Election Ballot? 

● Do you support changes to the current redistricting process that would provide 
resources for citizens and community organizations to analyze proposed 
legislative maps? And submit their own? 

● Would you support additional redistricting reform measures for county, municipal, 
and special units of government? 

 
 

 


