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SPEAKER LIST (Confirmed and Invited) 

The GIPF organizing team has been reaching out to globally renowned thought leaders and 
change agents from government, industry, academia and NGOs, with a track record of 
community engagement. Some of the confirmed/invited speakers include: 
   
His Excellency Dinesh Patnaik, High Commissioner of India to Canada 
Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario (Invited) 
The Honourable Evan Solomon, Minister of Digital Innovation and AI, Canada (Invited) 
The Honourable John Zerucelli, Secretary of State for Labour, Canada  
The Honourable Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines, Govt of Ontario (Invited) 
Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, India (Invited) 
Shri Nara Lokesh, Minister, Government of Andhra Pradesh, India (Invited) 
 
Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, Chair, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, India 
Professor Girish Menon, Cambridge University, U.K 
Mr. Chocko Chockalingam, CEO, Vee Technologies, Dubai 
Dr. Stephen Ibaraki, Founder, AI for Good, Canada 
Padma Bhushan Dr. M.B. Athreya, Management Guru, India 
Prof. Rene Van Acker, President, University of Guelph, Canada 
Prof. Evan Fraser, University of Guelph, Canada 
Prof. Sundar Bharadwaj, University of Georgia, USA 
Prof. Venkatesh Athreya, formerly with Bharathidasan University, India 
Dr. V. Ponraj, Former advisor to (Late) Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, President of India 
T.S. Krishnamurthy, former Chief Election Commissioner, Government of India 
Dr. Gayathri Srinivasan, Executive Director, Corporate Relations, MIT 
Prof. Sharada Srinivasan, University of Guelph, Canada 
Prof. Guneet Kaur, University of Guelph, Canada 
Mr. Bill Inman, Entrepreneur/Board Member in AI domain companies 
Mr. Raghwa Gopal, President and CEO, Innovate BC 
Mr. Craig Brown, Senior Counsel, Cassels, Toronto, Canada 
Dr. Derek Yach, Global Public Health Expert, MA, USA 
Mr. Chander Prakash Gurnani, Co-Founder and Vice-Chairman, AIONOS, India 
Dr. Ravi Ramachandran, R&D Head, Crop Protection Development, Syngenta Canada 
Prof. Milos Popovic, Professor and Director of Biomedical Engineering, University of Toronto 
Dr. Sambhavi Chandrashekar, Global Accessibility Lead, D2L, Ontario, Canada 
Prof. Raghunathan Rengaswamy, Director IITM Global, IIT Madras, India 
Prof. R.H. Narendra, Mentor, Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, IIT Madras, India 
Dr. A.R. Raghupathi, Director Liaison and Strategic Growth, SMSIMSR, Karnataka, India 
Prof. Suchit Ahuja, Supply Chain & Business Technology Management, Concordia U, Canada 
Prof. Kiran Peddada, Asper School of Business, University of Manitoba, Canada 
Dr. Barun Gorain, CEO and Executive Director, Ore2Metal, Ontario, Canada 
Mr. Ritesh Kotak, Advisor, Emerging Technology, Innovation and Public Safety, Canada 
Mr. Hutson Loke, Chief Strategy Officer at Bespoke Metrics, Canada 
Prof. Venkat Bhat, University of Toronto, Canada 
Dr. Mamata Bhat, Scientist, UHN Research, Toronto 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


