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Industrial Development

We received to RFP’s this month.  We were unable to respond to either of them.  One needed an existing building that we did not have and the other had a utility demand we could not accommodate.
	
CDBG Funding

I have shared CDBG funding opportunities to the City of Ottawa, City of Wellsville, and will be visiting with the City of Pomona.  The annual grant deadlines have been moved back to September so that provides more time to gather, prepare, and submit on these types of grants.

Sister City

I have scheduled a meeting of key leaders in the Ottawa community to discuss the possibility of establishing a sister city with the City of Ottawa.  A representative from Commerce will be attending the meeting to help us kick off our efforts to establish such a connection.  This could provide economic benefits, student exchange possibilities, and cultural exchanges as well.

I am hopeful that this discussion can also kick off some conversations about how Franklin County can benefit economically from the World Cup that is coming to Kansas City in two years.

Workforce

I am serving as a member of the Heartland Works Evaluation Committee for Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act Funding.  Heartland Works Area II serves Atchison, Brown, Clay, Doniphan, Douglas, Franklin, Geary, Jackson, Jefferson, Marshall, Nemaha, Osage, Pottawatomie, Riley Shawnee, Wabaunsee, and Washington Counties.  We will be reviewing 5 grant applications for funding.  We hope to fund opportunities that support all the counties in our service area.  

Proposals must demonstrate staff’s ability to recruit, serve, inspire, motivate, and develop opportunities for hard-to-serve youth.  Youth services must be provided in an environment which offers a transformative experience for youth, helping the overcome barriers and successfully transition to further education and employment.  Approximately $650,000 - $750,000 will be available for service provider operating cost.  This relationship is in part due to my membership on the Heartland Works Area II board.

Heartland Works Area II will be sending me to a conference in Washington D.C. in late March to learn more about workforce opportunities.  I hope this information and the contacts I will make will provide Franklin County with more resources to apply toward workforce development in the future.  I look forward to sharing a report on the conference in my next monthly update.

I have assisted a meeting with one of our industry partners that is considering participation in the Kansas Apprenticeship Program.  I am hopeful that we can build a good program and work with others in our community with regard to the apprenticeship program supported by the State of Kansas.

E Community

We hosted our first annual Franklin County Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge on February 29th at Ottawa University.  This event was a big success.  We had seven businesses compete. We had 13 students from across the county compete.  Here are the winners.
1st Place              Wuertz Eggs                     Benjamin Wuertz
2nd Place             RB Woodworking            Robert Bailey
3rd Place              Fallon’s Furry Friends     Fallon Underwood
Benjamin will travel to Manhattan on April 16th to compete at the Kansas State YEC event!  We have encouraged Robert to apply for a Wildcard spot as we believe he could also do very well at the state competition.
I am proud of all 7 businesses and the kids that participated.  Those businesses that did not place all received $100.
Funds for this event came from FCDC sale of tax credits and a grant from Network Kansas.  No Franklin County Tax money was used for this event.
Wellsville

I am working to establish a meeting with the city commission, city staff, and an engineering firm of the city’s choice to determine potential cost for infrastructure improvements in order to be prepared to seek grant funding to pay for the engineering and then seek another grant to help pay for the implementation of the plan to upgrade utility services in Wellsville.  

I will be hosting a visit from the firm that is doing the market study for a potential hotel in Wellsville. We hope to have this report in hand ASAP so interested parties can decide if they are planning to move forward or not on this potential development.

Executive Director Comments

I want to express my appreciation to all the community members that came to the Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge.  We had great support from the community, and I know it had a very positive impact on the students that participated.  I truly hope we can at least double the participation of students next year and continue to see this great event grow.  A special thank you to Ottawa University for hosting the event and Network Kansas for providing grant funds to support it as well.
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