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Respectfully Submitted by Paul Bean, Executive Director

Industrial Development

At this time we have two “open” projects.  We received notification on one open project that we were eliminated but no reason given. Working with Commerce to get some sort of feedback on that one.
We had another RFP come through but it required an existing building, so we had to decline that opportunity.
	
CDBG Funding

I attended a presentation from Commerce in Chanute regarding CDBG programs for 2024.  I will be preparing a memorandum that will outline some of the potential grants for the cities and county to consider applying for in 2024.  Stay Tuned.

FCDC Industry

I have been holding one on one meetings with a number of FCDC members and will continue to do so as long as members wish to have these discussions.  They are great connections and a good way to hear or their challenges and opportunities.  I continue to hear about childcare as an issue in our community.  We have some industry that is interested in potential expansion so that is exciting to hear as well.  The word I am hearing so far is expectations for a strong year and new growth potential from our existing industry.

Housing

I continue to visit with various developers regarding housing.  These discussions include interest in Wellsville, Ottawa, Princeton, and Pomona.  Franklin County is starting to be seen as a good place to consider investing in housing.  No big announcements yet but the increase in talk is exciting and a first step toward growth.

E Community

We will be hosing our first Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge later this month.  We continue to get more and more students interested in this event.  This will be hosted at Ottawa University on February 29th.  I will send out more detailed invitations to the community as the date nears.  We want the community to come and see the presentations that these students will be making.

Wellsville

We had a great meeting in Wellsville to discuss strategic growth and the infrastructure needs related to a plan for growth.  I am looking to provide assistance to the city for grants that will support their strategic growth plans.  I was invited to meet with city staff and city commission to better understand how I can assist them in their strategic planning.

Executive Director Comments

This report is a bit abbreviated as I have taken some time off in February.  My wife and I went on our first cruise to celebrate our 20th wedding anniversary.  It was a great time and my first long break since taking this position.  Unfortunately, upon our return we both contracted COVID.  As I write this, I am stuck at home fighting this illness.

I will have a lot to share in the coming weeks related to the CDBG conference, grant efforts, and the YEC event.  Thank you for your support!!!
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