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Industry

We continue to await news on any decision regarding Proximity Park.

Career Day

We had another great Franklin County Career Day.  I big thank you to the Franklin County School districts that participated and a special thanks to USD 290 for hosting this event once again.  We had over 300 kids participate and tremendous support from our community.

Career Day Sponsors included:

Advanced Investments, Advent Health, American Eagle, Betty Birzer, City of Ottawa, Dodson International Parts, Fashion Inc., Franklin County Sherriff, Impact Wealth Planners, Kansas Land Surveyors, Mac Fasteners, Ottawa COOP, Ottawa Recreation Commission, PARIC, Sunflower Care Homes, and the Wellsville Police Department. THANK YOU!! 

The students were surveyed after the event to get feedback.  Here are some of the numbers.

88% learned about careers they had not yet considered
72% indicated they better understand ways to get involved in community service
67% indicated they are more confident about their future in college or a career

eCommunity

We have provided more funding for new and expanding businesses in Ottawa.  In November we approved another $79,000 in Network Kansas funding to support local entrepreneurs.  This was done in partnership with Kansas State Bank.  Since we started this program, we have now brought over $545,000 into the Ottawa Community in new investment from Network Kansas.

We were also able to sell Kansas Income Tax Credits this year which will result in another $18,000 investment from Network Kansas into the Franklin County eCommunity and FCDC for 2026.

Executive Director Comments

I was honored to be one of four economic development professionals to be invited to participate on a panel with the Kansas Department of Commerce.  The department of commerce was seeking input from the four of us on how they can better connect, understand, and promote rural communities to industry and businesses interested in locating in Kansas.  The four of us were personally selected by Lt. Governor Toland for this honor.

Represented in the panel were Franklin County, Butler County, Seward County, & Thomas County.  It was a great conversation and I believe we will have more opportunities in 2026 to work and connect with commerce on opportunities for rural communities such as Franklin County.
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