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Industrial Development

We had three inquiries for Proximity Park in September.  We declined two and provided more information on one.  The two we declined were due to not having an existing building.  

KEDA Conference

I attended the Kansas Economic Development Alliance’s annual meeting.  I am a board member of this organization which consist of people in my position from all around the state of Kansas.

We had a good presentation from Lt. Governor Toland. Some of the things he shared with us:
· Between 2015-2024 the state has seen $19.9 Billion of Cap Ex invested in KS.
· 53% of the investment has been in Advanced Manufacturing
· 18% in Food and Ag
· 17% in Innovative Technologies
· The new investment has created 68,780 jobs
· 42% Advanced Mfg
· 15% Innovative Tech
· 13% Professional Services
· [bookmark: _Hlk179196945]Currently 209 Projects in the Pipeline
· 46% Advance Manufacturing
· 12% Profession Services
· 10% Ag Related
· Department of Commerce has kicked off their “Love Kansas Campaign”.  This is an effort to bring back graduates that have left Kansas.
· Kansas is engaged in efforts to attract the Chiefs and/or Royals.  

Panasonic

FCDC Partnered with the Ottawa Chamber and Ottawa University to host guest from Panasonic to share information on their operation and the timeline to operation.  Grace Greene spoke to a group of around 50 community members.  She indicated the plant has plans to begin production during the first quarter of 2025.  It will be a gradual build up of production over the next 3 to 4 years.  This fall and winter Panasonic will be looking to hire 500 production workers.  The average wage for production workers will be around $25/hr.  

The plant is being built much like a giant “U” shape.  One “wing” will start production in 2025 while the other “wing” will not begin production until 2028.  This will be a gradual buildup to the 4,000 employees they have projected once at full production. An interesting note, if the building was put on its side it would be taller than the Empire State Building.

We have not seen ancillary industry arrive as quickly as initially expected but should see an increase over the next 2 – 4 years as the Panasonic Plant ramps up.  Ancillary jobs in our region related to the impact from the Panasonic plant are estimated to be over 4,000.

I have reached out to Ms. Greene and she has agreed to come back for meetings with Ottawa University, NCCC, and our four school districts to further discuss how our education partners can support training needs in the future.  I am currently working to make arrangements for those meetings.

Workforce

As I write this report, we are busy preparing for the Franklin County Career Day on October 9th at Ottawa High School.  Once again, all four school districts in Franklin County are participating.  We look for around 300 high school juniors to participate in this event.  We have 23 businesses sponsoring this event.  Our largest sponsors are ORION and American Eagle.  THANK YOU to all of our sponsors!

There will be 49 tables set up with different career and educational opportunities for our students to learn about.  We appreciate greatly the community support we receive each year for this event.

As a member of the Heartland Works Area II board, I have been working on helping organize the arrival of the Kansas Works Job Search truck to Ottawa.  On October 1st the truck was in Ottawa outside of the city library.  I appreciate the partnership with Terry Chartier to set this up.  On November 5th the truck will be located outside Neosho County Community College.  I appreciate Jennifer Sprague’s partnership on this stop.  We encourage soon to be high school and college graduates to check this out, as well as any community member looking for work.

I recently attended a trustee meeting at my alma mater, Southwestern College.  There was much discussion about the coming demographic cliff.  I remember we were talking about this at Ottawa University while I was still working at the college.  We will be experiencing a dramatic decline in high school graduates in the coming years due to fewer of them.  This will increase the strain on our workforce needs and development.  It is another reason the state is working to bring people back and why FCDC spends a majority of our time on workforce development and recruitment issues.  This is a REAL issue and will impact our schools, communities, and businesses.

E-Community

The Franklin County E-Community has approved another loan to assist a local business in Ottawa.  We are doing this one in partnership with Kansas State Bank.

Sister City

I have been in touch with a number of contacts in the Sister City organization with an emphasis with contacts for potential sister city in Japan.  I have also completed our community profile to be included on the sister city website.

Executive Director Comments

FCDC continues to work on a number of projects in a number of areas.  We assisted the Anderson County ED and “The Barn In Richmond” on a grant to help them expand their operation.  This would provide potential tourism to Anderson and Franklin County.

I am working to try and identify grant opportunities for the City of Richmond.  They would like to find some funds for a variety of needs. We also continue to keep an eye on the appropriations bill in Washington that has funding for the Princeton Stormwater issues.  I will be attending the October Commission meeting in Pomona to offer assistance to them as well.
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