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Industrial Development

We received 5 RFP request in March.  Two of them only requested marketing materials explaining our industrial park.  We declined on one due to requirement of existing building.  We declined another one as we could not meet the utility demands.  We did complete and submit a response on one RFP request.
	
Sister City

I hosted a meeting of Ottawa leadership to discuss interest in the sister city program.  There is definite interest, and we have a zoom meeting set in late April with the state representative that manages the program.

Workforce

I have submitted a report from my time at the NAWB conference in Washington D.C in late March.  I am hopeful that the community private/public will work on ways to position our community as  workforce development leader.

The Wall Street Journal has a front-page story (4/4/24) about how business schools are embracing AI.  Schools mentioned were Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, and American University.  “Every young person needs to know how to use AI in whatever they do.” – David Marchick

E Community
The Franklin County E-Community has provided funding for another business in Ottawa.  In partnership with OakStar Bank, E-Community was able to assist the Not Lost Brewing LLC to purchase the building they currently have rented for their location.  
We have now supported nine small businesses in Franklin County with this program.  One is in Wellsville and eight are in Ottawa.
Two Franklin County students will be representing our county at the State Competition for the Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge in Manhattan on April 27th.  
Wellsville

I continue to work to identify grants to assist the city with infrastructure growth and repair.
I also hope to receive a market study to support consideration of a new hotel in Wellsville.  I met with the investors and the gentleman doing the study in Wellsville in April.
Princeton

I continue to work to identify grants to assist the city.  Our request for funding to address stormwater issues was not granted so I will work on making adjustments to our request and resubmit this summer.

Williamsburg

I continue to work with a business development that will be located in Williamsburg and in the county that could provide up to 30 new jobs.

Agriculture

FCDC partnered with a number of organizations to promote Ag Appreciation Week here in our region.  FCDC paid for adds in the Ottawa Herald and on KOFO.  In addition, FCDC provided a portion of the funding for the banners that were posted in Ottawa.

Executive Director Comments

FCDC continues to work in many areas to promote economic growth.  I have had meetings discussing childcare opportunities as well.  As indicated in my workforce report, I believe this is an important area that the community needs to come together and discuss how to support our existing industry and position us better for attracting new industry to Proximity Park.
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