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The Lenten Plants are given to the Glory of God.  

 

 

  



3 
 

Prelude:  “The Cross of Christ”  arr. R. Martens 

Please stand 

The Great Litany      Book of Common Prayer p. 148 

 

 
That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind,  

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, 

and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives 

according to thy holy Word,   We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors,and slanderers, and to turn 

their hearts,      We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-

hearted; to raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet,   
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful departed eternal life and peace,,  

      We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of St. Peter and all the saints, we 

may attain to thy heavenly kingdom,         We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Lenten Acclamation      

Celebrant:  Blessed be the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People:  His mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

Celebrant:  Jesus said “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is 

the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.  The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.  There 

is no other commandment greater than these  Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison               Hymnal S89 

 

Confession of Sin (The People kneel as able) 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   (Silence may be kept) 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 

sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

  



5 
 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: 

Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 

among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 

where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 

true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in 

us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (Please be seated)             

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 

says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and 

I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them 

to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. ” The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 51:1-13 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 

in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, * 

and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against you only have I sinned * 

and done what is evil in your sight. 

5 And so you are justified when you speak * 

and upright in your judgment. 

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 

a sinner from my mother's womb. 

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 

and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 

wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 

that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

10 Hide your face from my sins * 

and blot out all my iniquities. 

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

12 Cast me not away from your presence * 

and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
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Second Reading Hebrews 5:5-10 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a 

high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,  

“You are my Son,  

today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever,  

according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 

who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn: “Glory be to Jesus ”  vs 1-3    Hymn #479 

 

 

Gospel Announcement 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People:                “Glory to you, Lord Christ.” 
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Gospel: John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their 

life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 

it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a 

voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 

standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 

him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 

judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind 

of death he was to die. 
Response after the Gospel  “Praise to you, Lord Christ.”              

Sermon        The Rev. Michael Muller 

The Nicene Creed (Please stand.)          Book of Common Prayer p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Leader: Blessed Father, your Son Jesus has taught your Church that when a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it bears much fruit: Empower your people 

in our journey of sacrifice and compassion to follow Christ in such 

faithfulness that we may be glorified with him. For Michael our Presiding 

Bishop, for Carlye our bishop, for Michael our priest , Nancy our Deacon, and for 

all who minister in the name of Christ, God of love and mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Almighty One, put your law of love within the hearts of all who hold 

authority among the nations, that they may hear of joy and gladness, so that 

the broken body of the world may rejoice.  God of love and mercy,  
People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Gracious God, bring the joy of your saving help to all who suffer throughout 

the world, that they may hear of joy and gladness and be healed. Reading 

their names together, we pray for Donal Duff, Tom Carrico, Jordyn Riley, 

Bob Messick, Mary Del Ojo, Glenn Clark, Toby Frey, Clifford 

Benfield, Dana Dean, Evelyn Watkins, Nancy Mclarin, Lee, 

Westbrook, Nancy Pignatello, Jack Christel, Nancy Nickens, Ray 

Rogers, Tessie, Christopher, Martha, Dorothy, Kevin, Cicely and 

Elyse. God of love and mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Gracious God, you have promised that all who serve your beloved will be 

honored in your sight: have mercy on this community, that all may know 

you and follow the way Christ has shown us  We pray for the St. Peter’s 

Church Family and in particular today, Karen & Tim Catlett and Linda & 

Bob Centurrino: for those celebrating birthdays this week: Gary Musciano, 

Juliette Ehlers, Kathryn Alessio, Stephen Shaw, Sienna Scura, David 

Cronin and Kathleen Mazza  We pray for Liberian students Fatumata, 

Princess, Maxwell, George & Derick; and the Ibrahimi Family.   God of love 

and mercy,  
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People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Gracious God, we entrust into your life all of those who have surrendered 

their lives into your eternal keeping.  

People:  Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude 

of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for 

help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand.  

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

All are invited to share Christ’s peace with each other. 

Offertory Sentence: 

Choral Anthem: “Domine Deus, Agnus Dei” from ‘Gloria’   A. Vivaldi 
   Emely Sepulveda-alto 

  Lord God, Lamb of God, son of the Father, have mercy upon us 

Presentation Hymn:  “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”   Hymn #380  

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings to the celebrant.  (vs. 3) 

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

       praise him, all creatures here below; 

            praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

            praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving, Enriching Our Worship-Eucharistic Prayer 1 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, faces them and says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
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Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds   

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; 

that fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, 

that they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love 

you. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus               Hymnal S 124 

 

The people stand or kneel as able. The Celebrant continues. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 

your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 

care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 

goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 

and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 

salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 

slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 

salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 

Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
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himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 

and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 

Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 

bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 

and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your 

daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise 

your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 

honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and people 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  

Fraction Anthem:  

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion  

Facing the people, the Celebrant says  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All are invited to participate in Communion. 

Please approach the Altar by the center aisle and return to your pew by exiting to the right.  

Communion Solo  “O Lamb of God” T. Paris 
Susan Fleischman, soprano 

Post Communion Prayer                 
Celebrant and people 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

Blessing 
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(Please stand.)    

Recessional Hymn: “O Cross of Christ, Immortal Tree”   

 
 

  
 

 

Dismissal:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   

People             Thanks be to God.   

Postlude:    “Christ Lay in Death’s Grasp”   J. S. Bach 
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Parish Calendar and Notes 

Palm Sunday, March 24 - 8:00 am (Blessing of Palms) 

- 10:15 am (Beginning with Liturgy of 

Palms in the parish hall)  

Maundy Thursday, March 28 - 7:00 pm (Institution of the Holy 

      Eucharist & Washing of Feet) 

Good Friday, March 29 - Noon (Outdoor Stations of the Cross along the  

       Boulevard) 

      - 3:00 pm (Veneration of the Cross in the church) 

Holy Saturday, March 30 - 7:30 pm The Great Vigil of Easter  

Easter Sunday, March 31 - 8:00 am Easter Day Holy Eucharist Rite I 

                                               - 10:15 am Festival Easter Day Eucharist  

SEND IN YOUR FAMILY PHOTOS for St. Peter's Pictorial Directory 

As a tool to get to know each other we are building a St. Peter's Family Pictorial 

Directory - that will be available either electronically - online or in a printable version.  

To continue to add photos we ask that you simply email a .jpg picture file of your 

family to our parish secretary, Sue Marshall at stpeter2@optonline.net.  

BE PART OF ST. PETER’S 100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION   

 On May 19, 2024 we will celebrate our Centennial anniversary with a Holy Eucharist 

followed by brunch. We are asking our past rectors to join the festivities. Why not extend the 

invitation to your family and ask them join in too!  
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