
Handle with Care 
129

Handle with Care 129 is a collaborative
effort between District 129 and our five
municipalities to mitigate the effects of
trauma impacting our students.



How does this help? 

❖ 60% of American children have been exposed to violence, crime or abuse.

❖ 40% of American children have been a direct victim of two or more violent acts.

❖ Prolonged exposure to violence and trauma can have detrimental effects on a child’s ability
to focus, behave appropriately, and learn.

❖ This often leads to behavioral issues, academic failure, truancy, and/or involvement in the
juvenile justice system.

West Virginia Center for Children’s Justice, retrieved 12.12.17 from http://www.handlewithcarewv.org/handle-with-care.php

Our Objectives
➢ To address the needs of children affected

by trauma.

➢ To increase empathy towards children
affected by trauma.

➢ To decrease the number of behavioral
incidents by children affected by trauma.

➢ To increase academic success and
citizenship.

➢ To build positive relationships between law
enforcement, school, students, and
community stakeholders.



➢ Unstable
relationships
(Guarded, slow to
trust, overly clingy)

➢ Defensive and
overreacts to
situations

➢ Increased bouts of
anger

➢ Appear more anxious,
withdrawn, or tired

➢ Physical symptoms;
headaches or nausea

➢ Can lead to
depression, anxiety,
and PTSD

➢ Appear overly
worried

➢ hyper-arousal state;
unable to calm state

➢ Trouble
concentrating

➢ Unpredictable
emotions and
flashbacks

Signs and symptoms of trauma in schools

➢ Decreased reading ability

➢ Inability to focus/engage in academics

➢ Lower GPA

➢ Higher rate of school absence

➢ Increased dropout rate

➢ Increase of exclusionary discipline
measures

Impact of trauma in school performance



How it works...

➢ Malicious/violent act- witness or victim

➢ House fire

➢ Death/Suicide of family member in the

home

➢ Search warrant/Drug Raid

➢ Mental health breakdown of a family

member

➢ Domestic violence at home

➢ Criminal/Sexual abuse/allegations

➢ Felony arrest of a loved one

➢ Home invasion

➢ Drug overdose

The respective Police Department would identify a SD129 student at the scene of a 
traumatic event. Examples of event may include, but are not limited to:

The Police Department

Before the end of shift, the reporting 
officer would email SD 129 with the 
following message. 

“Handle name, age, school with care.” 

How it works...
The School District

Marti or Kevin will receive the “handle 
with care” email and forward the message 
to the appropriate school administration.

The same information will be shared,
“Handle name, age, school with care.” 

NOTE: Due to law enforcement privacy regulations, specific information 

regarding the incident will not be shared.



How will staff respond?
We Won’t

➢ Bring up the trauma unless initiated
or prompted by the student.

➢ Talk about it in front of others.
➢ Support the student in isolation, but

we will wrap them in support as a
team.

We Will

➢ View them through a “trauma lens”.
➢ Be aware of triggers.
➢ Offer grace and patience.
➢ Provide resources if showing signs

that they need support.

email

School Safety Officer

Director of Student Services

Collaborative Communication



Thank you 
for your 
support !
Thank you 
for your 
support !




