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The Foundation has been very busy this summer and there are many improvements to show for our work.
Development Grants
There are 3 Education, 1 Environment, 1 Health and 2 Human Rights DGs offered for 2019.
There has been a slight change in the requirements: clubs may now nominate projects where the money received may go towards ongoing projects that your charity has established, that may or may not be fully financed with the DG funds. Of course, it’s always wonderful if a nominated project can be fully funded by the Development Grant, however, it will no longer be a requirement. 
A significant upgrade for 2019 will be the online voting for the 2019 DGs. Due to organizational and timing difficulties, paper ballots will no longer be used. Streamlining is the course of action!
Education Awards
The Education Members Awards have been expanded for 2019. We’d like to announce:
· The return of the Shirley Kearney University Study Degree Award for continuing or resuming studies in an undergraduate or graduate level university degree program.  
· The addition of the Continuing Education Award, sponsored by Mary Stewart Burgher, in memory of Pauline "Pete" Arnold Schweppe. This is for a FAWCO, FAUSA member or FAWCO individual member to further their education at university or an equivalent level through courses, workshops, and certificate programs. Subjects can encompass all areas of interest—inter alia, journalism, writing, the arts, and philanthropy—excluding science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) and medicine subjects.
· The inclusion of the field of medicine to the Women In STEM and Medicine Award, sponsored by the former AWA Dubai in memory of their 21 years supporting the international community in Dubai. This covers the study of Sciences, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine disciplines, including the study of chemistry, computer and information technology science, engineering, geosciences, life sciences, mathematical sciences, physics and astronomy.
There has been some significant revision of the application requirements for the EAs:
· As of August 2018, there will be no application fees.
· Applicants will no longer be required to submit their most recent fall school transcripts. For most European schools, fall grades are not given until January of the following year, creating anxiety and disappointment for those wanting to apply. This will also make students who have done a gap year eligible to apply as only the four most recent past semester/term transcripts are now required.
Don’t forget:
The Education Awards are merit-based. You don’t have to be a straight-A student to receive an award. More important is that you are a well-rounded person who also may have interests (sports, youth fire corps, volunteer work, Red Cross, etc.) outside of school.
And EAs are not only for US citizens. 
· If you are a member of FAWCO, FAUSA or are a FAWCO Individual Member, you are eligible to apply for Members Awards. 
· If your parent is a member of FAWCO, FAUSA or is a FAWCO Individual Member, you are eligible to apply for the Academic Awards. 
· If your parent or grandparent is a member of FAWCO or is a FAWCO Individual Member, you are eligible to apply for the Dual Cultural Award.

The deadline date for both Development Grant nominations and Education Award applications is January 27, 2019.  
Please share this information with your club members, even if you are not a Club President or FAWCO Rep. We hope to have an outstanding number of applications in 2019!

