
 
 

July 7, 2020 
 
 
To the voters of Alabama’s 1st congressional district: 
 
We have committed our careers to supporting the south Alabama community and we know first-
hand the struggles that medical professionals, providers, and institutions face in addressing the 
healthcare needs of our community.  These are challenges that have been magnified in the face of 
the global pandemic that has ravaged our country and community, and will have ramifications for 
years to come. 
 
South Alabama and the entire Gulf Coast needs strong leadership in Congress that will stand up 
for our ability to provide accessible and affordable care for our community.  Leadership that 
understands the needs of medical professionals and patients, an effective voice who will be able 
to deliver for our community, and an ear we know will be there to listen when future challenges 
emerge. 
 
This is why we, the undersigned healthcare professionals, endorse Bill Hightower for Congress. 
 
Bill Hightower knows and understands the medical community and healthcare sector.  He is the 
son of Dr. Billy M. Hightower, a healthcare pioneer in open-heart surgery for the Gulf Coast.  As 
a state Senator, Bill Hightower stood up for not only doctors, nurses, and other health professionals, 
but for patients and their rights.   
 
And as a congressman, Bill Hightower will work with the medical community to improve our 
medical funding and services to help the people of coastal Alabama.  He will work to innovate and 
develop better ways to deliver affordable and accessible care, so we can better serve our patients.  
We know Bill Hightower is committed to working to ensure we are better able to work to support 
our patients, to provide the care they want and deserve. 
 
For these reasons, we urge your support and vote for Bill Hightower for Congress on July 14.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Vance Chunn, DSC, MSHA, FACHE - Mobile 
David Clarkson, MD - Baldwin 
Michael Damrich, MD - Mobile 
Gamil "Jimmy" Dawood, MD - Mobile 



Charles "Chuck" Dyas, MD - Mobile 
Joseph Fontenot, MD - Mobile 
Debra Gibson, DPM - Baldwin 
Charles R. Hanes II, MD - Mobile 
Sheldon Harigel, MD - Escambia 
William Shane Harigel, MD - Escambia 
William "Bill" T. Harris, MD - Escambia 
George B. Inge, MD, F.A.C.O.G. – Mobile 
Martin Lester, MD - Mobile 
Richard D. Lightfoot, MD - Mobile 
Carl Maltese, MD - Mobile & Baldwin 
Jonah M. McIntyre, MD - Escambia 
Patrick L. Murphy Jr., MD - Mobile 
Ronald B. O'Gorman, MD - Mobile 
Kitti K. Outlaw, MD- Mobile 
Jennifer Rehm Porr, MD - Mobile 
William H. Porr, MD - Mobile 
Michael S. Pursley, MD - Baldwin 
Leonard Rich, MD - Mobile 
Juan F. Ronderos, MD - Mobile 
Salem G. Saloom, MD - Monroe 
Frances Delaine Salter, MD - Escambia 
Charles B. Smith, MD - Baldwin 
James R. Spires, MD - Mobile & Clark 
Brad A. Steffler, MD - Mobile 
Leonard Steven Weinstein, MD - Mobile 
Louie C. Wilson, MD - Mobile 
Michael J. Zoghby, PT – Baldwin 
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