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National Leadership Program Announces Graduation of 2022 Class  

 
 
PHILADELPHIA (May 7, 2022) – The Hedwig van Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine® (ELAM®) 
program at Drexel University College of Medicine is pleased to announce the graduation of its 27th class. This graduating 
class of 69 fellows from 56 institutions joins a diverse alumnae community of more than 1,200 highly accomplished 
leaders that represent 296 medical, dental, public health and pharmacy schools from around the world.   
 
As the graduation speaker, Deborah German, MD (ELAM ’96), Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean of the College 
of Medicine at the University of Central Florida College of Medicine, celebrated the class’s achievements at the Hotel du 
Pont in Wilmington, DE, at a ceremony where the fellows were accompanied by their deans, other senior officials, and 
national leaders. 
 
The fellowship concluded with the capstone event, the 2022 Leaders Forum. This event, which brought together the 
fellows and their deans or other senior officials, featured a poster symposium highlighting the fellows’ Institutional 
Action Projects. These projects were conducted at their home institutions, in coordination with their deans and other 
senior leadership, and designed to address an institutional or departmental need or priority. 

“The Class of 2022 showed grace and fortitude as they navigated the fellowship during the pandemic. We are so proud 
of how they led and managed through crisis and how they supported their classmates,” said Nancy D. Spector, MD, 
executive director of ELAM. “The quality and impact of their IAPs is a testament to the capability of the members of this 
class to enact powerful systemic change at their home institutions and beyond even in a time of crisis.” 

ELAM’s mission is to increase the number and impact of women in senior academic leadership positions. From there, 
these new appointments will help change the culture of academic health organizations in becoming more accepting of 
different perspectives and more responsive to societal needs and expectations.  ELAM, established in 1995, is the only 
longitudinal program in North America dedicated to preparing women for senior leadership roles in academic health 
science institutions. The intensive year-long fellowship encompasses executive education, personal leadership 
assessments and coaching, and networking and mentoring activities aimed at broadening perspectives, building new 
capacities and encouraging professional connections. Program assignments, both group and individual, provide 
opportunities for applying and exercising leadership skills in a variety of situations and settings.  ELAM alumnae serve in 
a variety of leadership positions including department chairs, research center directors, deans, college presidents, 
provosts as well as chief executives in health care and accrediting organizations.  

 

About ELAM 
ELAM carries on the legacy of advancing women in medicine begun by the Female Medical College of Pennsylvania, the 
nation's first women's medical school. ELAM continues as a national resource hosted by Drexel University College of 
Medicine. Since its inception, the one-year, part-time fellowship has expanded to target diverse health professions and 
to reach a broader, global stage. For more information on the ELAM program curriculum, faculty and participants, visit 
www.drexel.edu/elam 
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ELAM Class of 2021 -2022

 

Leslie Appiah, M.D.  
University of Colorado School of Medicine Anschutz 
Medical Campus 
 
Kristen Atkins, M.D.  
University of Virginia School of Medicine 
 
Erika Banks, M.D.  
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
 
Scarlett Bellamy, Sc.D.  
Drexel University Dornsife School of Public Health 
 
Cathy Bradley, Ph.D.  
Colorado School of Public Health 
 
Amy Brooks-Kayal, M.D. 
University of California, Davis, School of Medicine 
 
Shobhina Chheda, M.D., M.P.H.  
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
School of Medicine and Public Health 
 
Carlee Clark, M.D.  
Medical University of South Carolina 
 
Cristin Colford, M.D.  
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School 
of Medicine 
 
Takesha Cooper, M.D., M.S. 
University of California, Riverside School of Medicine 
 
Cindy Crusto, Ph.D.  
Yale University School of Medicine 
 
Katherine Deans, M.D., M.H.Sc.  
Nationwide Children's Hospital 
 
Shirley Delair, M.D., M.P.H.  
University of Nebraska Medical Center College of 
Medicine 
 
Kristina Duffin, M.D., M.S.  
University of Utah School of Medicine 
 
Cynthia Emory, M.D.  
Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
 
Ihuoma Eneli, M.D., M.S.  
Nationwide Children's Hospital 

 

Cathy Eng, M.D.  
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
 
Heide Ford, Ph.D.  
University of Colorado School of Medicine Anschutz 
Medical Campus 
 
Maria Therese Galang-Boquiren, D.M.D., M.S. 
University of Illinois at Chicago College of Dentistry 
 
Rahel Ghebre, M.D., M.P.H.  
University of Minnesota Medical School 
 
Nora Gimpel, M.D.  
University of Texas Southwestern Medical School 
 
Kristin Hahn-Cover, M.D.  
University of Missouri- Columbia School of Medicine 
 
Melinda Hamilton, M.D., M.S. 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
 
Jennifer Harvey, M.D.  
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 
 
Memoona Hasnain, M.D., M.H.P.E., Ph.D. 
University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine 
 
Holly Hedrick, M.D.  
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
 
Xuemei Huang, M.D., Ph.D.  
Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine 
 
Sara Jones, Ph.D.  
Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
 
Maria Kelly, M.D.  
University of Florida College of Medicine 
 
Shabaana Khader, Ph.D.  
Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis 
 
Tara Lagu, M.D., M.P.H.  
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 

 
Clara Lee, M.D., M.P.P.  
The Ohio State University College of Medicine 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Jo Anna Leuck, M.D.  
TCU and UNTHSC School of Medicine 
 
Merry Lindsey, Ph.D.  
University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Medicine 
 
Margaret Maimone, Ph.D.  
SUNY Upstate Medical University 
 
Judith McKenzie, MD, MPH 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine  
 
Anne McKenzie-Brown, M.D. 
Emory University School of Medicine 
 
Deena McRae, M.D.  
University of California, Irvine, School of Medicine 
 
Dana McTigue, Ph.D.  
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
 
Madhusmita Misra, M.D., M.P.H.  
Harvard Medical School 
 
Leslie Morse, D.O.  
University of Minnesota Medical School 
 
Susanna Naggie, M.D., M.H.S.  
Duke University School of Medicine 
 
Mangala Narasimhan, D.O.  
Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell 
 
Alison Netski, M.D.  
University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine 
 
Erika Newman, M.D.  
University of Michigan Medical School 
 
Teryl Nuckols, M.D., M.S.H.S.  
University of California, David Geffen School of Medicine at 
UCLA 
 
Mildred Olivier, M.D. 
Ponce Health Sciences University– St. Louis 

Lisa Prosser, Ph.D., M.S.  
University of Michigan Medical School 
 
Elizabeth Rebello, M.D.  
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
 
Karen Restifo, M.D., J.D. 
Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
Marylyn Ritchie, Ph.D.  
Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Jehni Robinson, M.D., F.A.A.F.P.  
Keck School of Medicine of the  
University of Southern California 
 
Michelle Roett, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.A.F.P., C.P.E. 
Georgetown University School of Medicine 
 
Rebecca Rogers, M.D. 
Albany Medical Center 
 
Sally Santen, M.D., Ph.D.  
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
 
Julie Silver, M.D.  
Harvard Medical School 
 
Carolyn Smith, Ph.D. 
Baylor College of Medicine 
 
Jessica Snowden, M.D., M.S.  
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Medicine 
 
Abby Spencer, M.D., M.S.  
Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis 
 
Joan St. Onge, M.D., M.P.H.  
University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine 
 
Erica Sutton, M.D.  
Morehouse School of Medicine 
 
Erica Teixeira, D.D.S., M.S., Ph.D.  
The University of Iowa College of Dentistry 



  
Lindsay Thompson, M.D., M.S.  
University of Florida College of Medicine 
 
Veronica Tom, Ph.D.  
Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
Judy Tung, M.D.  
New York -Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center 
 
Audrey Tyrka, M.D., Ph.D.  
Warren Alpert Medical School at Brown University 
 
Achala Vagal, M.D., M.S.  
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
 
Renuga Vivekanandan, M.D.  
Creighton University School of Medicine 
 
Donna Washington, M.D., M.P.H. 
University of California, David Geffen  
School of Medicine at UCLA 
 
Carrie Wieneke, M.D.  
University of Kansas School of Medicine 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


