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		January and February 2019 
PA State Parks Educator Workshops
Earn Act 48 hours!





 
		Happy New Year!
 
Here's to a year full of fantastic opportunities for professional growth! If you haven’t attended a professional development workshop offered by PA State Parks, consider attending one this year. You’ll be glad you did! Listed below are upcoming workshops, webinars, and a free distance learning opportunity in January & February. We also included the results of our successful First Day Hikes. We hope you joined PA State Parks staff for a hike on New Years Day. 
 
It's easier than ever to share this resource with your friends and colleagues! Invite them to join this PA State Parks Teacher Workshop email list. To join, simply text the keyword DCNR to 22828. Reply to the response with your email address. That's it!
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		GO Teach: Introduction to Snowshoeing Educator Workshop
Saturday, February 9, 2019; 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Raccoon Creek State Park
3000 State Route 18; Hookstown, PA 15050
Act 48: 5.5 hrs.
Fee: $20.00/person; payable in advance
Winter is a time when most people stay inside and remain sedentary. However, it is a great time to get outdoors and explore on snowshoes! Learn how you can motivate your  students to get up and active during the winter through an interdisciplinary set of lessons primarily for P.E. teachers and created by the PA Bureau of State Parks. Lessons focus on health, fitness and, preparedness; snow, weather and climate; and history. Participants will receive the GO Teach: Snowshoeing curriculum. The lessons address PA Physical Education & Health Academic standards as well as standards for History and Science & Technology. The course is designed for Teachers and Outdoor Educators. For more information, contact Pat Adams, EES at paadams@pa.gov or (724) 899-3611. Pre-registration required by February 6 by clicking the green "Buy Ticket" tab .  
 
PA Songbirds Educator Workshop
Wednesday, February 13; 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Presque Isle State Park
Tom Ridge Environmental Center; 301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 1; Erie, PA 16505
Act 48: 3 hrs.
Fee: $20.00/person; must pay in advance
Formal and non-formal educators are invited to discover the world of Pennsylvania Songbirds! This statewide, interdisciplinary curriculum is aimed at K-12 education. Participants will explore background information on songbirds and participate in hands-on activities focused on bringing environmental education into the classroom. Workshop will take place in two sessions: Wednesday February 13 and February 20, 2019 from 6:00 - 9:00 pm each night at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center. Participants must attend both sessions. To register, click the green "Buy Tickets" button. For more information, call Presque Isle State Park directly at 814-833-7424. 
 
GO Teach: Snowshoeing Educator Workshop 
Saturday, February 23, 2019; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Elk Country Visitor Center (ECVC)
134 Homested Drive; Benezette, PA 15821
Act 48: 6 hrs.
Fee: Free!; pre-registration is required
Join us to learn how to get your students out there this winter! This workshop is for formal and non-formal educators. Attendees will learn about the history of snowshoeing, using snowshoeing for fitness, and will enjoy an afternoon snowshoe through the property surrounding the Elk Country Visitor Center. Participants will receive 6 ACT 48 Credit Hours and the GO Teach: Snowshoeing curriculum. Snacks will be provided, attendees are asked to bring their own lunch. To register, please call 814-787-5173. 
 
Maple Sugaring Distance Learning Sessions
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays throughout March 2019
Parker Dam State Park
28 Fairview Road; Penfield, PA 15849
Free! Pre-registration is required
Parker Dam State Park offers distance learning sessions for classrooms and other organized groups from the park’s maple sugaring operation. These sessions are only offered in March during our sugaring season. The distance learning system allows park education staff to host interactive Skype sessions with audiences at remote locations that have computer video/audio capability. These sessions are currently focused on the park’s maple sugaring operation and educational program. For questions or to register, please contact the Parker Dam State Park office by phone (814-765-0630) or email (parkerdamsp@pa.gov). 
 
 
New Webinar Series: Transforming Schools with Project Learning Tree's (PLT) GreenSchools
1st webinar: Improving the Air You Breathe at Your School
Thursday, January 17, 2019; 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Fee: Free!
Project Learning Tree’s (PLT) GreenSchools program inspires students to apply their STEM and investigative skills to create greener and healthier schools. Help your students become citizen scientists by sharing air quality data with others from around the world as part of a global science project! We’ll introduce you to the Air Quality Egg learning system that enables students to easily conduct scientific experiments using real-time air quality data that they collect. Student and teacher teams from Upper Merion Middle School and Moravia High School will share how they have tracked and analyzed air quality data. 
Click here to register. By registering you will also have access to the recorded webinar and to a free raffle of an Air Quality Egg Learning Package worth $2,800! This webinar is presented by National Project Learning Tree (PLT) and is not directly affiliated with DCNR-PA State Parks. PLT IS AN INITIATIVE OF THE SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INITIATIVE INC. 
 
****************************************************************
 
Did you join PA State Park staff on a First Day Hike? 
Nearly 3,000 hikers (and 134 dogs!) got a jump start on their New Year’s resolutions on New Year's Day, exercising and connecting with nature on First Day Hikes at 31 Pennsylvania State Parks. Hikers trekked about 7,755 miles which is more than 3X's the length of the Appalachian Trail! 
The most well-attended hikes were at:
     Moraine State Park, Butler County (348 hikers)
     Nolde Forest Environmental Education Center, Berks County (288 hikers)
     Pine Grove State Park, Cumberland County (245 hikers)
Don't worry if you missed us on 1/1/2019. With more than 12,000 miles of trails in Pennsylvania, you can find a a great hike on the Explore PA Trails website!
 
 
 
Best, 
 
Carissa Longo, Environmental Education Program Coordinator 
& 
Christine Ticehurst, Recreation and Interpretation Coordinator 
﻿





 
		Visit the DCNR Events Calendar- Teacher Workshops to find additional training opportunities! 





 
				Sign Up Today
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