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YOU MAKE US SPECIAL

BOARD MEMBERS

KARA RUBINSTEIN 
DEYERIN, CEO

We’ve had more than 100 
people volunteer their time to 
help answer our 323-TALK-MPE 
hotline, reach out to legislators,  
draft outreach, write their MPE 
narratives, act as mentors, fill out 
our MPE Counseling Directory, 
and much more. Thank you!  

Thank you to our outgoing board 
members for volunteering your 
time and steering the direction 
of our growing organization.  

A big shout out to our mental 
health advisory board, which  
continues to ensure we always 
place our community’s health 
first, as well as to our new 
Development Board which  
assists with fundraising efforts.

This year Right to Know grew 
exponentially and honed its 
focus to three primary service 
areas: education, mental 
health, and advocacy. At the 
forefront of everything we 
do is the belief that it is a 
fundamental human right to 
know your genetic identity. We 
serve those impacted by DNA 
surprises and misattributed 
parentage experiences. This 
new year promises to be 
ground breaking!  

C O N T E N T S

About one-in-seven U.S. adults have taken an over-the-counter DNA test. 
That’s about 50 million people. 27% say they discovered close relatives they 
didn’t know about before. That’s almost 13.5 million people. *
That number is likely much higher.     

DNA SURPRISE

Outreach
2021 MPE Survey Snapshot
Webinar Review
Facts & Figures

Hotline Stories 
MPE Counseling Collective  
How to Reunion 
Community & Connection

Legislation
ASRM - American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine

New Board
Mental Health Advisory Board
Development Board 
Partners
Looking Forward

* 2019 Pew Research Study

Right to Know advocates for people impacted by DNA 
surprises and misattributed parentage experiences (MPE) 
which can occur due to an adoption, assisted conception, 
or those conceived from a non-paternal event (NPE) and 
promotes understanding of the complex intersection of 
genetic information, identity, and family dynamics.

It is a fundamental 
human right 
to know your 
genetic identity
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Education

Mental Health

Advocacy

What’s New

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/06/mail-in-dna-test-results-bring-surprises-about-family-history-for-many-users/


The public often has a difficult 
time understanding the 
intricacies of a DNA surprise 

and the impacts of misattributed 
parentage. It is our goal to promote 
understanding of the complex 
intersection of genetic information, 
identity, and family dynamics. 
We also want to ensure that 
those impacted by misattributed 
parentage have access to the 
resources they need to process 

their discovery. There is a steep 
learning curve about terms, science, 
family dynamics, and mental 
health when someone learns the 
parent who raised them isn’t their 
biological parent. We disseminate 
information about DNA surprises 
and misattributed parentage in 
every facet of social, digital, and print 
media to increase awareness about 
MPEs. Here are some links to our 
media outreach this past year.

LISTEN FRIDAYS

Outreach

Baby, You’ve Got a 
Right to Know!
20 August 2021

Alesia Cohen Weiss 
& Kara Rubinstein 
Deyerin
8 October 2021

Right To Know 
Founders Kara & 
Alesia
19 July 2021

Women Who’ve 
Helped People with 
MPEs
30 April 2021

Education

Listen to a quick roundup of our week 
where we spend just 3 minutes providing 
you with an overview of our education, 
mental health, and advocacy efforts. 

• Home DNA Tests Can Lead to Shock and Trauma, 
but Mental Health Resources are Scarce,” by Aparna 
Nathan, The Inquirer, 28 October 2021.

• “The Children of Sperm Donors Want to Change the 
Rules of Conception“ by Sarah Zhang, The Atlantic, 15 
October 2021.

• “DNA Kit and a Genetic Identity Shift“ by Kate 
Murphy, Kate Murphy Therapy, July 2021.

• “Your Voice Matters – Advocacy: Misattributed 
Parentage Experiences” by Kara Rubinstein Deyerin, 
Severance Magazine, 28 June 2021.

• “How an Iowa Victim of Fertility Fraud Untangled the 
Mystery of his Birth and Found New Purpose,” The 
Des Moines Register, 13 May 2021.

• “Bill Would Make Fraud in Fertility Treatments a 
Crime,” by Rod Boshart,” The Gazette, 2 March 2021.

• “Fertility Doctors Used Their Sperm to Get Patients 
Pregnant. The Children Want Justice” by Katie Mc 
Bride, Vice News, 6 January 2021.

• “DNA Testing is Unearthing Local Fertility Fraud 
Cases” by Jared Whitlock, Voice of San Diego, 5 
January 2021.

NEWS MEDIA

PODCASTS

SUBSCRIBE HERE

WATCH OUR PRESENTATION ON THE 
INTERSECTIONALITY OF MPES AT NAAP 

HAPPY HOUR WITH CASSANDRA ADAMS

Since the very beginning, Right to Know has been about you. This annual report is 
a testament to everything that can be accomplished when we work together. As I 
reflect on the last two years of growth, our main focus and concerns have always been 
shaped by a strong sense of human dignity and human well-being. We dream of the 
day we’ll see adequate mental health resources for those of us who identify with a 
Misattributed Parentage Experience. I also believe that excellent work, whether done 
through practicum or academically, has to have a multidisciplinary approach. This 
alone has made us a perfect place for over 100 volunteers so far!  We are getting there, 
folks! I cannot wait until next year to see how far we have come! Each step of the 
way, we must build on the one before. Looking ahead as we move forward, I 
see only a bright future that is diverse, inclusive, and fair for all we serve.

Alesia Weiss, Chief Experience Officer
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PRESENTATIONS
We give presentations to various community groups on the impact of DNA 
surprises and misattributed parentage experiences via zoom or in person. 
Presentations range from how to find and reach out to biological family to 
race and ethnicity to the commonalities shared by our MPE community.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/baby-youve-got-a-right-to-know/id1459167540?i=1000532568445
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/baby-youve-got-a-right-to-know/id1459167540?i=1000532568445
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BByfHD61mF4
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0VYynZI65dqm9IwH6NnOBA
https://www.inquirer.com/health/home-dna-tests-trauma-mental-health-resources-20211028.html
https://www.inquirer.com/health/home-dna-tests-trauma-mental-health-resources-20211028.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2021/10/do-we-have-right-know-our-biological-parents/620405/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2021/10/do-we-have-right-know-our-biological-parents/620405/
http://katemurphytherapy.com/2021/06/a-dna-kit-and-a-genetic-identity-shift-interview-with-alesia-cohen-weiss-of-right-to-know/
https://severancemag.com/advocacy-misattributed-parentage-experiences/
https://severancemag.com/advocacy-misattributed-parentage-experiences/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.desmoinesregister.com%2Fin-depth%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcolumnists%2Fcourtney-crowder%2F2021%2F05%2F13%2Ffertility-fraud-iowa-doctor-own-sperm-donor-artificial-insemination%2F5026793001%2F
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.desmoinesregister.com%2Fin-depth%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcolumnists%2Fcourtney-crowder%2F2021%2F05%2F13%2Ffertility-fraud-iowa-doctor-own-sperm-donor-artificial-insemination%2F5026793001%2F
https://www.thegazette.com/government-politics/bill-would-make-fraud-in-fertility-treatments-a-crime/
https://www.thegazette.com/government-politics/bill-would-make-fraud-in-fertility-treatments-a-crime/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/y3g5qy/fertility-doctors-used-their-sperm-to-get-patients-pregnant-the-children-want-justice
https://www.vice.com/en/article/y3g5qy/fertility-doctors-used-their-sperm-to-get-patients-pregnant-the-children-want-justice
https://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/news/dna-testing-is-unearthing-local-fertility-fraud-cases/
https://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/news/dna-testing-is-unearthing-local-fertility-fraud-cases/
https://anchor.fm/righttoknowus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxFlipySl8Q


DISCOVERED THEIR 
MPE LESS THAN
2 YEARS AGO

FEMALE
8% MALE 1% NON BINARY55% 91%

76% 
were glad they found out about their MPE

99% 
planned on telling their children about their MPE

2021 MPE Survey Snapshot
FROM U.S.87%

15% 
no longer speak to the mother who raised them
(14% to the fathers who raised them)

8% 
of all respondents were completely rejected by 
close biological family 
(15% for those who were the product of an assault)

80% 
of all respondents discovered new siblings 
(91% for adoptees)3
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52% of all respondents find that participating in                          
Facebook support groups helps to process their MPE

56% of all respondents listen to podcasts 
related to MPEs

FELT THAT THEIR IDENTITY HAD 
CHANGED A LOT AFTER THEIR MPE 

40% (49% for those conceived through assisted conception)



Salient Themes of MPEs
Author Libby Copeland
11.03.2020

Understanding Your 
DNA Relationships
Andrew Lee, 
Family History Fanatics
Marian Woods, 
Genetic Detective

12.06.2020

Current Research
on MPEs 
Julia Becker, LCGC
Erin Jackson, 
We Are Donor Conceived

01.10.2021

Societal Perceptions of 
Ancestral DNA, Race, 
and Identity
Anita Foeman, PhD 
DNsA Discussion Project

Shaun Stanley, PhD Student

02.21.2021

Roundtable with MPE 
Facebook Moderators
Cassandra Adams, 
DC People, Sibs, Parents
Jeff Hancock, 
Forum for LDAs
Lisa Cole, 
DNA Surprises

03.21.2021

Webinars

Healing Through 
Focused Activities
Erin Partridge, PhD, ATR-BC 
Wings to Fly Art Therapy
Dawn Davies, 
Whistle Tree Writers

05.23.2021

Telling Our MPE Stories 
Through Film
Diana Nolan,
Bombshell Media
David Bynum, 
From a Place of Love
Wendi Babst, 
Baby God
07.18.2021

Exploring Podcasts 
Navigating MPEs
Christina Bryan Fitzgibbons,
Sex, Lies & the Truth
Dani Shapiro, 
Family Secrets
Heidi Marble, 
Pulled by the Root
Lily Wood, 
NPE Stories
09.26.2021
Artists Journey Through 
Their MPE Discovery
Cory Goodrich

Dan McKinnon

10.17.2021

Interacting with 
Narcissistic Family
Amanda Robbins, 
Psychotherapist
Amanda Robins, 
High Conflict Institute

04.18.2021

Last year we hosted ten webinars and brought speakers in from all 
over the world to discuss their areas of expertise on issues pertaining to 
misattributed parentage. All past webinars will be available on line 12/1/21.

SPONSOR A WEBINAR 
DONATE TODAY

consider making your contribution
a monthly sustaining donation.WWW.MPE-EDUCATION.ORG

KEEP IN TOUCH
Sign up to 

automatically receive 
the link to join.

Thank you to all of the professionals who volunteered their time!5

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VGN5DFC95CQWJ
http://www.MPE-Education.org
https://righttoknow.us/keep-in-touch/


Fact, Figures, & Terms
What’s an MPE?
Misattributed parentage is a term 
that has been used by professionals 
for decades, is inclusive of everyone 
who has a DNA surprise, and is 
a more accurate description of 
our experiences. A Misattributed 
Parentage Experience (MPE) is the 
discovery of a change in a person’s 
perceived genealogy from a:

Non-Paternity Event (NPE)
An extramarital affair, tryst, or 
other sexual encounter and rape 
or assault.

Assisted Conception 
Gamete Provider (Sperm or Egg), 
Embryo Provision, or Surrogacy.

Adoption
Hidden, Orphan, Foster Care, Late 
Discovery Adoptees (LDA), or 
Stepchild.

Biosplaining
When a person explains to 
an MPE how they should 
feel about their circum-
stances.

1.

Genetic Mirroring 
Seeing traits in oneself 
as similar to those in the 
family, physical or other-
wise, which helps form a 
sense of identity.

3.

Ghost Kingdom 
The hypothetical world 
adoptees (and all with 
an MPE) enter when 
imagining their birth 
family as part of their life.

4.
Monachopsis 
The subtle but persistent 
feeling of being out of 
place.

5.
Supportive 
(or Raising) Parent 
The person who raises and 
is financially responsible 
for a child. They may or 
may not be a genetic 
parent, but are the parent 
typically referred to as 
“mom” or “dad.”  

6.

Genetic Bewilderment 
Identity issues 
experienced by someone 
who is not genetically 
related to a parent who 
raised them.

2.

About 4% of men may unknowingly 
be raising a child that is not their 
biological offspring.
https://www.livescience.com/375-surprise-
1-25-dads-real-father.html

Studies from the 1950s through 
modern day suggest that the 
perceived "paternal discrepancy 
rate” ranges from less than 1% 
to as high as 30% in the various 
studies. Most researchers believe 
the rate is less than 10%. 
https://www.livescience.com/375-surprise-
1-25-dads-real-father.html

Approx. 5 million Americans are 
adopted and 2.5% of all children 
under 18 are adopted.
https://pages.uoregon.edu/adoption/
topics/adoptionstatistics.htm

It’s estimated that 60,000 births per 
year are from sperm donation; in 
2020 that would equal 16% of births.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
articles/PMC6765402/

In 2017, 1.9% of all births in the U.S. 
were conceived with the use of 
assisted reproductive technology 
(ART) - when eggs or embryos are 
handled to establish a pregnancy.
https://www.cdc.gov/art/state-specific-
surveillance/index.html#:~:text=In%20
2017%2C%201.9%25%20of%20
all,assisted%20reproductive%20
technology%20(ART)

AC - Assisted Conception
AF - Adoptive Father
AI - Artificial Insemination
AID - Artificial Insemination by Donor
AM - Adoptive Mother
AP - Adoptive Parents
ART - Artificial/Assisted Reproductive 
Technology 
BC - Birth Certificate
BCF - Birth Certificate Father 
BCM - Birth Certificate Mother
BF - Birth Father
BM - Birth Mother 
BRW - Brother Raised With
CM - Centimorgans 
DC - Donor Conceived 
DCI - Donor Conceived Individual
DCP - Donor Conceived Person
DIA - Domestic Infant Adoption
DTD - Do The Deed 
FIL - Father-In-Law
FOB - Father Of Baby
FOG - Fear, Obligation, and Guilt.
FOMO - Fear Of Missing Out
FRM - Father Raised Me
HB - Half Brother
HS - Half Sister
IUF - In Utero Fertilization
IUI - Intrauterine Insemination
IVF - In Vitro Fertilization 
LDA - Late Discovery Adoptee 
MB - Maternal Brother
MIL - Mother-In-Law
MPE - Misattributed Parentage 
Experience
MRM - Mother Raised Me
MS - Maternal Sibling/Sister 
MWIMM - Man Who Impregnated My 
Mother
NDB - Newly Discovered Brother
NDR - Newly Discovered Relative
NDS - Newly Discovered Sister
NPE - Not Parent Expected/Non 
Parental Event
OBC - Original Birth Certificate
PB - Paternal Brother
POC - Products Of Conception
PS - Paternal Sibling/Sister
RP - Recipient Parent 
SF - Stepfather
SM - Stepmother
SMC – Solo/Single Mother by Choice
SRW - Sister Raised With
TRA - Trans Racial Adoption 

ALPHABET SOUP

REALLY
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Mental Health

Imagine that all your life you’ve 
believed you are Norwegian only to 
find out you are South Asian. This 
happened to Greta in 2018. She 
surmised her biological father was 
from India after many of her DNA 
matches surfaced in that region.  
There was no one with whom 
she could speak to about these 
impactful revelations; her mother 
had passed. This fall she matched 
with her bio father, but he had 
died 18 months before. He was 
indeed from India: a caring doctor 
who practiced on the east coast. 
She’s met with her new half-brother 
via Zoom. They’re taking it nice and 
slow, but like many others with an MPE 
discovery, they’re already learning 
how much they have in common. 
Throughout her search and reunion, 
we’ve been there for her, to listen and 
assist as needed. 

Jean reached out for help with learning 
her biological mother’s identity. She 
knew only that her mother was born 
in an Eastern European country. After 
her known mother passed away, she 
did an over-the-counter DNA test and 
discovered she didn’t match anyone in 
her family. From her matches, she was 
able to identify her biological father 
but not her mother. She was later able 
to discern that she’d been swapped 
at birth with another baby girl. She 
has since tracked that other girl, who 
immigrated as a teenager to another 

foreign country, one that won’t 
open the records revealing 
her mother’s identity. We’ve 
tried various channels—DNA 

“I was lost without Right to 
Know’s help. All my life, I felt like 
I didn’t belong anywhere. I don’t 
know how to thank you enough!”

MPE Journeys from the 
323-TALK-MPE Hotline

“It already feels like it has tak-
en a lifetime to find each other 
so why not take our time and do 
this thing right?”

People call our hotline to chat—this is not a crisis line. We have volunteers 
who’ve had a DNA surprise answering the line. People also call for assistance 
with locating resources, from help with searching for biological family to 
finding licensed professionals to assist with processing and healing. We also 
pair callers with a mentor (a fellow person with a similar MPE) who listen, offer 
advice, and camaraderie. And we provide advice about a range of other issues 
surrounding a MPE: name change, birth certificates, intermediaries, etc.

All of our services are 
paid by donation only. 

We never turn someone
away due to lack 

of funds.

REQUEST RTK 
ASSISTANCE

Once a month a licensed mental 
health professional leads a discussion 
on a topic related to MPEs. Past 
topics include identity, rejection, 
disenfranchised grief, rebuilding trust 
etc. Sign up to automatically receive 
the link to join using the “Keep In 
Touch” button above. We’ve had some 
amazing licensed therapists assist us 
on our path to healing!

• Dr. Gina Daniel, MSW, LCSW• Stephanie Leftwich-Needham, 
LMHC, ATR-P• Jodi Klugman-Rabb, LMFT• Eve Sturges, LMFT• Cotey Bowman, LPC - 
Associate• Leslie Pete Mackinnon, LSCW• Erika Schmitt, MSW, LSW• Joni Mantell, MSW, LCSW

KEEP IN TOUCH

Thank you for 
volunteering!

Angels, TV shows, and social media 
-- to find her mother.¬ We are still 
searching and will not give up! We’ve 
provided Jean with a mentor who’s 
helped her process the pain of not 
knowing. Jean has elected not to see a 
therapist right now, but we’ll help her 
find one if she ever changes her mind.

“I could never have found a 
therapist on my own. I had no 
idea what to ask.” 
John contacted us for help finding a 
therapist in his state. He’d learned his 
father had donated sperm and now 
had 10+ siblings who were reaching 
out. He was glad to connect with them 
but it was a lot to process. He’d tried 
to find a therapist on his own with 
little luck. Since we didn’t yet know 
of a therapist in his state, we initiated 
a search. It took some time, but we 
eventually found him a local practice 
that accepted his insurance and felt 
like a good fit.

HELP TRAIN A MENTOR
DONATE TODAY

consider making your contribution
a monthly sustaining donation.

When you donate to Right To Know, 
don’t forget to find out if your 

employer will match your donation. If 
we’re not listed at your company, let 
us know and we’ll make it happen.

+
Double Your Donation!
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http://www.RightToKnow.us/contact-request-form
https://righttoknow.us/keep-in-touch/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VGN5DFC95CQWJ


Anyone seeking a licensed 
therapist with experience 
treating the traumas 

associated with MPEs  can 
search in our directory. We 
have over 40  licensed mental 
health professionals and genetic 
counselors and are adding more 
every day.

If you cannot find a therapist, we 
will assist you in locating a good 
match in your state.

Reunion is a process, not a one-
off event, and many emotional 
layers are involved. It’s impossible 
to cover the entirety of reunion in 
a few paragraphs, so let’s focus 
on the often awkward period after 
early contact has been established 
but little interaction has yet taken 
place.

Remember that you and your 
contact have reached this place 
by different paths and likely have 
different expectations and goals. 
One person may have prepared 
for months or even years for such 
an encounter; the other may be 
caught totally by surprise when 
they learned of your existence.  
One party may hope a relationship 
develops, while the other views 
the interaction as an obligation 
to fulfill. Both parties are likely to 
have fleeting desires for more or 
less contact. 

It’s important to attempt to 
meet the other person where 
they are, rather than where you 
wish they were. Gently offer and 
build a shared structure and set of 
standards that can serve as a safety 
net, reducing fears and letting the 
other know you will be sensitive to 
their concerns. 

Just like little children, we all 

do better with an idea of what we 
might expect. Ask how they prefer 
to maintain contact: text, email, 
phone calls? Ask them to let you 
know if the frequency of contact 
becomes too much or too little.  

From the outset, invite your 
relative to talk about the process 
occurring between the two of 
you. Let them know it is a way of 
discussing the boundaries that 
each of you feel comfortable with, 
and that good communication 
can diminish the chances of 
misunderstanding. The two of you 
are connected genetically, but 
don’t yet know each other. It will 
likely take a year or two to develop 

HOW TO 
REUNION with Leslie Pate 

Mackinnon, LCSW

comfort and ease in your new 
relationship.

When setting up early meetings, 
be sure to include ending times. 
Let the other know you’ve allotted 
two hours for the visit. This is part 
of setting boundaries. Ask if they’d 
like to grab a meal afterwards. 
Breaking bread is symbolic and it 
can be a healing experience, but 
it’s more effective after spending a 
little time together.   

Acknowledge that reunion can 
bring up deep emotions. Moving 
beyond these emotions into 
familiarity and ease is one of the 
biggest challenges of a reunion.  
Many reunions aren’t sustainable 
over the long haul because they 
require difficult emotional work. 
Share your hope of building a 
mutual friendship and ask if they 
would be willing to give that a try.

As you are feeling more 
comfortable, make plans for 
activities, such as a baseball game 
or a play. This is how you begin to 
build history together. If you have a 
blog or a Facebook page, consider 
the other person’s privacy when 
you post.  And finally, continue 
to make use of support groups, 
podcasts, webinars and written 
material. The more you learn, the 
more you can avoid mistakes that 
might jeopardize your growing 
relationship.

Don’t rush it.  
Relationships that 

are on “emotional fire” 
at the beginning, 

seldom last.  
Going slow and 
keeping regular, 

steady contact are the 
two most important 
actions you can take.
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http://www.MPECounseling.org


RTK Fertility Fraud

WA: The proposed law sits
in the Senate Law & 
Justice Committee; 
Senator Pedersen needs 
persuading. Rep. Orwall 
will introduce a companion 
bill in the House.

IA: proposed bill passed 
unanimously in both the 
House and Senate; Senator 
Sweeney states she’ll get it 
passed.

MI: proposed bills are draft-
ed and should be intro-
duced by Rep. Roth shortly.

NY: There are 7+ known 
fertility fraud doctor cases. 
We are working with 
Assemblymember Paulin & 
Jacobson  on unifying all of 
the proposed legislation.

OR: Rep. Lively is re-
proposing the bill and 
using one of his two pieces 
of allowed legislation - 
KUDOS! 

As part of our advocacy efforts, Right to 
Know reached out to Sean Tipton, the 
Chief Advocacy and Policy Officer with 
the ASRM. ASRM had failed to include 
a single donor-conceived person 
(DCP) on their panel entitled “Open-
Identity Gamete Donation: What Are 
the Children Saying?” at their annual 
Scientific Congress. A telling oversight 
on their part, even the title displayed a 
lack of respect for DCPs, as they are not 
children. We lobbied for a live speaker 

but were told there wasn’t sufficient 
time to include anyone else. Tipton 
did agree to a video submission to be 
included in their on-demand content. 
We asked Jillian Phillips, a member of 
the donor conceived community, to 
be the voice of the video and included 
opinions from several DCPs on Open 
ID. Phillips’ video is spectacular given 
the time constraints created by ASRM. 
We hope to work with the ASRM on 
future projects.  

Headway with 
the ASRM American 

Society for
Reproductive
Medicine

We advocate for changes in U.S. laws 
to promote access to information 
regarding your genetic identity. 

With the loss of anonymity, there should be 
no surprises about who your genetic parents 
are. Mental health professionals advise 
people to tell their children at an early age 
about their unique origin stories (whether 
involving assisted conception, adoption, 
or a different genetic parent than their 
supporting parent) to prevent later trauma 
in the child’s life. Learning of unexpected 
genetic parentage later in life can be very 
traumatic and often leaves a person with a 
sense of betrayal. 

We sponsor fertility fraud legislation with a 
broad definition of fraud to include physician, 
clinic, and donor misrepresentations. There is  
a criminal penalty and a civil cause of action 
with standing for the patient, the patient’s 
spouse, and the offspring and a minimum of 
a three-year statute of limitations from the 
time the fraud is discovered. All bills include 
an additional criminal penalty for a physician 
who uses his own sperm and a provision for 
him to lose his medical license if convicted 
of a fertility fraud (either criminally or civilly).

WATCH 
DCP VOICES 
FOR ASRM 

PANEL 
ON OPEN 
IDENTITY 

VIDEO HERE

Legislation

Donor Deceived
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https://youtu.be/EP4D41-peIU
https://donordeceived.org/


YOUR DONATIONS
SUSTAIN US! 

Thanks to your generosity, 
Right To Know has the funding 
to continue our efforts for now. 
Please consider donating to us 
during the giving season. 

What’s New

consider making your 
contribution a monthly 

sustaining donation.

Erin Maya

Thank you

NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS

This year we solicited 
volunteers and put together 
a fabulous group of people to 
help Right to Know become 
financially viable for years to 
come. Our new Development 
Team is working tirelessly 
on grant identification and 
writing as well as developing a  
strong fundraising program.  
Without their efforts, Right To 
Know could not help as many  
people as we are.

Ann Criswell 
Brian Ross
Cassandra Adams
David Bynum
Dee Davis
Denyse Holloway
Lily Wood
Michael Sachs
Sabrina Carlin
Tony Vargas

to our 
DEVELOPMENT 

BOARD

We appreciate your 
time & everything 

you give!

Welcome
These are at large positions and join Alesia Weiss (Secretary), David Wrate 
(Emeritus), Gregory Loy (Treasurer), and Kara Rubinstein Deyerin (President)

Thank you 
to all of our 

volunteers and 
donors!

to our Mental Health 
Advisory Board

we’re grateful for 
your guidance

Lynne Spencer. RN, MA, LLP

Cotey Bowman, LPC - Assoc.

Jodi Klugman-Rabb, LMFT

Leslie Pete Mackinnon, LSCW

Erin is a bisexual, multi-ethnic donor-
conceived actress, singer, writer, and 
composer. She learned she was donor-
conceived in high school. Since her donor 
was anonymous, she was left to wonder 
about her roots for the next 19 years.  

Four years ago, she took a DNA test 
and learned she was half-Cuban. After 
being raised in an all-Irish household, 
she felt the grief and disappointment 
of missing out on her Cuban heritage. 
She’s passionate about DCP rights and 
advocacy and hopes to help build the 
bridge of understanding between DCPs, 
recipient parents, donors, and those in 
power who can create ethical regulation 
within the fertility industry. 

She is currently writing a musical about 
a DCP, which she hopes will promote 
public awareness of the existence and 
perspective of people with an MPE.

@theerinmaya
@erinmayaandthereckoning

Brad Ewell

Brad is a police officer in the Dallas, 
Texas area.  He is married with three 
children. For the first 48 years of his 
life, Brad believed he was raised by his 
biological family. That changed in 2019 
when he was contacted by an Ancestry 
DNA match. Just like that, Brad became a 
Late Discovery Adoptee and MPE. 

Since that time, he has been in reunion 
with several biological family members, 
including his biological father and four 
siblings. He is passionate about the right 
of every person to know their true genetic 
identity. While he knows his biological 
history, he still has to go to court to have his 
records unsealed. Brad has written essays 
and an article for Severance Magazine and 
is currently working on other essays and a 
memoir.  

You can find him on Instagram @a_
late_discovery.
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to our Partner Organizations

https://www.dnangels.org/
https://venmo.com/RightToKnow
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VGN5DFC95CQWJ
https://naapunited.org/
https://www.severancemag.com/
https://www.erinmaya.com/
https://donorconceivedcommunity.org/


STAY CONNECTED
KEEP IN TOUCH

SUMMIT

Right To Know Launches Education Portal for Professional & Personal Learning

This is the first-ever MPE 
education platform, 
providing educational 

information on misattributed 
parentage to professionals and the 
general public. With this initiative, 
we aim to tackle one of the most 
important aspects of the MPE 
discovery—the need training for 
licensed therapists and information 
for those impacted by an MPE and 
the public at large. 

Through our education portal we 
are promoting our mandate of MPE 

awareness and advocacy. Thousands 
of individuals are experiencing these 
traumatic events every year and 
finally they will be able to access the 
support they require.

When a person makes a discovery 
of such a traumatic magnitude, 
properly trained licensed 
professionals can provide essential 
mental health support. Currently we 
have four core courses on Identity, 
Grief and Loss, Psychological and 
Ethical Impacts, and Reunion, 
with more classes coming soon. 

The education portal will provide 
continued education credits for 
licensed therapists after the new 
year.

We will also offer individual 
courses for the public starting 
December 1st. Currently we will 
offer “How to Change Your Name” 
and “Understanding Your Ancestry 
DNA Results” as well as access to 
our mental health classes and past 
webinars. Classes and Webinars will 
be available on December 1, 2021. 
Check out the website now!

LOOKING FORWARD

Coming in January 2022
Peter Boni was conceived in 
1945 via an anonymous sperm 
donor. The emotional upheaval 
upon learning that he was 
“misattributed” rekindled traumas 
long past and fueled his relentless 
research to find his genealogy. 
Over two decades, he gained an 
encyclopedic knowledge of the 
scientific, legal, and sociological 
history of reproductive technology 
as well as its practices, advances, 
and consequences. Through 
twenty-first century DNA analysis, 
Peter finally quenched his thirst to 
know his origins.

www.MPE-Education.org

A portion of the proceeds from UPROOTED are 
donated to Right to Know - Thank you Peter!

EducationAdvocacy Mental Health
MPE

Save the date September 22-25, 2022 in Louisville, Kentucky

community / classes / food / music / podcasts / roundtables / speakers / entertainment / conversation

healing / family  / Adoptees / DCPs / Not Parent Expected / Non-Paternal Event / f riends / support

sign up to automatically receive 
links to events, our quarterly 
newsletter, and annual report

click 
on the 
image to 
place an 
order

Purchase an Ornament
Commemorate finding your 
missing piece. Choose a font, 
name, maybe your biological 
family, and the year you had your 
DNA surprise. Add a little personal 
bling... great for the holidays!

A portion of the proceeds are 
donated to Right to Know 
- Thank you Dawn!

Order an RTK T-Shirt 
Support Right to Know and purchase 

our DNA “We are Family” T-shirt.
Mens and Womens T-shirts available, 

100% cotton, $25.00
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https://www.instagram.com/righttoknowus/
mailto:info%40RightToKnow.us?subject=Re%20Year%20End%20Report
https://www.facebook.com/RighttoKnowUS/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/right-to-know
https://twitter.com/righttoknowus
https://righttoknow.us/keep-in-touch/
https://peterjboni.com/
http://www.MPE-Education.org
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1112485901/2021-ornament-missing-puzzle-piece?fbclid=IwAR2Ci8U4Vkbl1etLnjok0bAp_5lceAjtjactgKk2p9UjZOZ-j6Kg5u-vUJE
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/right-to-know?utm_campaign=desktop-post-launch-v3&utm_content=right-to-know&utm_medium=social&utm_source=copy-link
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