
 
 

ECA Massachusetts Endorses Offshore Wind Coalition 
By Betty Krikorian, Maiyim Baron and Tom Amiro 

 

On August 26, advocates for offshore wind power announced the formation of New 
England for Offshore Wind (NE4OSW), a new coalition of over 40 businesses, 
research institutions, environmental organizations and labor unions, intended to 
create a stronger regional voice to build support for offshore wind (OSW) 
development. On its website, and in a letter to New England governors, the group said, 
“We view offshore wind as the single biggest clean energy lever we can pull to address 
the climate crisis, and we celebrate that it also strengthens our regional economy, 
protects ratepayers, creates jobs, and improves public health by reducing 
pollution.” The organization “aims to drive New England governors and legislature to 
make commitments by 2022 to power one-third of our region with offshore wind.”  

On August 31, ECA Massachusetts became an early endorser of the coalition and 
its goals, indicating our willingness to participate in advocacy opportunities and to have 
our logo displayed on coalition materials. 

New England is particularly well suited for OSW facilities as we have strong and 
consistent offshore winds, a wide, shallow continental shelf that facilitates siting of wind 
turbines and a dense population with high energy demand along our coast.  

Vineyard Wind 1, the first of a number of OSW projects, is estimated to provide 800 MW 
of clean energy to New England, could save consumers over a billion dollars in the next 
10 years, and could power 400,000 homes in Massachusetts.  

The Environmental League of Massachusetts and the National Wildlife Federation, 
founding coalition members, participated in a recent advocacy training webinar 

https://www.newenglandforoffshorewind.org/


sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation and attended by a dozen ECA 
Massachusetts members. Both the new coalition and the webinar speakers detailed the 
intensive study they have given to the environmental aspects of the Vineyard Wind 
project and their input into the project on their particular areas of expertise, such as 
protections for whales, fisheries and birds, as well as local community concerns, 
including indigenous communities. Environmental organizations support the wind 
projects with reassurance that wildlife, environmental and community concerns have 
been incorporated into their planning. 

Offshore wind development has been delayed in Massachusetts and nationally for 
decades, most recently by the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), 
with its Supplemental Environmental Impact Report. Following a series of hearings in 
2020, BOEM is expected to make a decision in December 2020. 

On a related note, Governor Baker has announced lease agreements with Vineyard 
Wind and Mayflower Wind to use the New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal 
(constructed and run by the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center) to support the 
construction and deployment of OSW projects. (South Coast Today, “New Bedford 
terminal wins staging contract with wind turbine companies,” Aug. 20, 2020). This will 
provide much-needed clean energy jobs in Southeastern Massachusetts. 

The Massachusetts (and New England) OSW projects are poised for development as 
soon as BOEM approves the project, but BOEM has dragged out the approval process 
and it is feared that fisheries groups may raise further objections. The new regional 
coalition has an important advocacy role to play in obtaining the necessary approvals. 

 


