
 

July 2017 

 

To The Honorable Orange County Board of Commissioners: 

On behalf of the undersigned Orange County residents, thank you and the County staff for your 

leadership over the past year for the Mountains-to-Sea Trail.  We appreciate the work that has 

been done to develop a draft plan to build the MST in Orange County, and we are eager to see it 

presented and adopted by the Board of Commissioners. In support of your efforts, we offer the 

following suggestions to continue to build momentum to complete the MST in Orange County. 

1) Set a target date for when the MST in Orange County will be completed. Having no goal for 

a completion date may diminish the public’s understanding of the plan. One possibility 

would be to set target dates for completing the trail in increments. For example; 

a. By December 31, 2020: Completion of a total of five miles of trail in the vicinity of 

Seven Mile Creek and the Cane Creek Reservoir. 

b. By December 31, 2023: Completion of an additional five miles. 

c. By December 31, 2026: Completion of an additional seven miles.  

d. By December 31, 2030: Completion of the entire MST in Orange County. 

2)      Create a schedule for frequent public updates on the status of the project.  

3)      Empower staff by setting clear direction, prioritizing construction of the MST on public land 

and private land where easements have been granted, working with MST supporters and private 

landowners to secure new easements, and securing the MST in the County’s planning and 

budgeting process.  

4)     Expand the plan’s focus area to take advantage of opportunities to secure land along the 

entire route. The draft plan recommends focusing first on the area from Seven Mile Creek to 

Hillsborough. We agree this area should be a high priority, but we are concerned that ignoring 

other areas until that section is complete will result in missed opportunities. For example, several 

landowners have offered to donate easements for the trail and a parking lot in the Cane Creek 

area. Waiting to act on their offers until the trail is complete between Seven Mile Creek and 

Hillsborough may mean that those opportunities are lost and community energy may diminish.  

5) Enter into a formal agreement with Friends of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail (Friends) to 

assist with trail construction and maintenance in the Seven Mile Creek area and in other parts of 

the trail as they come on line. Friends provides these services to many local governments and 

land managing agencies across North Carolina, including Alamance County and the Eno River 

State Park. 
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6) Explore incentives for landowners willing to donate land or easements for the trail. One 

proposal is to explore developing the necessary mechanism (or legislation) to tax land with a 

donated public recreational trail easement at present-use value.  

7) Explore the proposed “multi-modal trail” as a concept separate from the MST. The idea 

is visionary in the way the MST was visionary when it was conceived four decades ago. 

However, it would provide a different trail experience than envisioned for the MST, it has a 

different set of stakeholders, and needs more study and public input before an implementation 

plan can be developed.  

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input, and we look forward to supporting Orange 

County in its efforts to complete the MST. 

With respect and gratitude, 

Beth and Rick Ashby, 27278 

Carolina Avary, 27510 

Beverly Bell, 27278 

Audrey Booth, 27514 

Bill Boyarsky, 27278 

Lynne Bresler and Mike Vaught, 27516 

Dr. R. Alan and Irene Briggaman, 27514 

Earl Cates, 27243 

John Cates, 27278 

Cary Clark, 27516 

Denise Dickinson, 27278 

Kemp English, 27278 

Gene Erb, Jr., 27278 

Greg Fitts, 27516 

Patty and William Frey, 27243 

Allan Green, 27278 

Glen Greenstreet, 27517 

Pete Guild, 27517 

Virginia Guilfoile, 27514 

Nancy Gustaveson, 27514 

Tony and Grace Hackney, 27243 

Eric Hallman, 27278 

Susan Hester, 27514 

Kendall Hetterly, 27243 

Anita Howell, 27516 
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Charlotte and John Hughes, 27278 

Bill Hulette, 27278 

Emily Jack, 27516 

Annie Jarabek, 27278 

Bob Johnson, 27278 

Ed Johnson, 27278 

Lakshmi, Brendan, Kieran and Janani Johnson and Lalitha Vasist, 27514 

William R. Kaiser, 27514 

Art and Martha Keating, 27243 

Prity and Travis Kukovich, 27243 

Howard Lee, 27514 

Judy Leinbach, 27514 

Luther Livermon and Karen Bley, 27302 

Dexter Louie, 27514 

Nancy Luberoff and Bruce Boehm, 27514 

Luke Lucas, 27516 

Chris Lynch, 27514 

Brian Mack, 27517 

Judi Markey, 27302 

Margaret F. McCann, 27514 

Charles Mitchell, 27510 

Alexis A. Moore, 27514 

Joe Nanney, 27517 

Jason Nieuwsma, 27517 

Scott Nilsen, 27517 

Deborah O’Donnell, 27517 

Pat and Mary Norris Oglesby, 27514 

Jerry Oster, 27516 

Alan Parry, 27514 

Bernadette Pelissier, 27278 

Lucy Piner, 27278 

Rich Preyer, 27278 

Dana Quade, 27514 

Jim Richmond, 27278 

Ann Shy, 27243 

Carl and Eve Shy, 27243 

Greg and Linda Smith, 27243 

Todd Stabley, 27278 

Jim Suiter, 27510 
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Pam Timmons and Perry Haaland, 27516 

Tim and Megan Toben, 27516 

Patricia Touw, 27514 

Ginger Travis, 27278 

Bill Vann, 27517 

John Willis, 27278 

Kyle Woodward, 27514 

Karin Yeatts, 27510 

Ying Zhu and Gideon and Troy Egger, 27514 

Scott Zimmerman, 27514 

 

 


