
The Friends: The Heart of Our Library 
 

 
 

Every Wednesday morning beginning in January, a devoted group of volunteers gather at Scarborough 

Public Works. Some arrive with water bottles. Others bring a “to go” cup or thermos of coffee. Attire is 

casual: comfortable shoes are a must. The group catches up, reviews instructions, then settles into the 

task at hand – a routine that becomes second nature after a few weeks in. There are questions related 

to their work, but conversations are generally casual, and laughter is plentiful. It’s a family of 

sorts…created by choice. You’re likely wondering, who these people are and what they are doing. These 

dedicated volunteers are members of the Friends of the Scarborough Library. Their task: sorting 

thousands and thousands of donated books in anticipation of their annual Book Sale held every June.  

 

Sorting is only one piece of a larger “well oiled” puzzle that begins in July when the Friends begin 

accepting donations of used books, audiobooks, and DVDs. Items are dropped off at the Library where 

they await another group of volunteers who collect boxes (and boxes, and boxes) and bring them to the 

Scarborough Public Works building on Washington Ave. Pallets upon pallets of books are stored in a 

mezzanine area in anticipation of the sorting ritual that begins in January.  

 

This year’s sale was June 21-23, with a Friends member preview offered the evening of June 20. On the 

morning of the preview, a parade of trucks filled with wrapped pallets made its way from Public Works 

to Scarborough High School (the location of the sale since 2016). Tables set end-to-end were ready for 

the buffet of books that would quickly cover the surfaces. (If you’ve attended the book sale, or talked 

with anyone who has, you know that the Friends book sale has a gold-star reputation for sorting and 

display!) And, as is the case with each step in this labor-intensive process, volunteers were ready for 

brisk business each day of the sale.  

 

The Friends have been an important part of the Library’s story since 1970. They have supported the 

Library, not only through their advocacy, but through their commitment to provide supplemental 

funding in support of the collection and programming – including the very popular Youth Summer 

Reading Program. Over the past 18 years alone, the Friends organization has donated over $107,000 to 

the Library!    

 

Congratulations and kudos go out to the Friends of the Scarborough Library for another successful book 

sale – and a round of “thank you’s” to Mike Shaw and the Public Works team, and Todd Jepson and the 

Scarborough High School facilities staff for their efforts throughout the year in support of this great 

community-building event.  


