
Historic Highlights

MYRTLE-HIGHVIEW HISTORIC DISTRICT

At the June meeting, the Board approved the Myrtle-
Highview Historic District nomination. Locally desig-
nated in 2015, this district was the first historic district 
designated in Ward 1 and the first district built by and 
for African Americans to be designated in the City of 
Cleveland. It was in this neighborhood through which 
Cleveland Restoration Society first learned of African 
American builders who developed houses in Lee-Seville. 
Cleveland Restoration Society staff did further research. 
on the lives of the builders and a survey of around one 
hundred properties that they had developed.

The Myrtle-Highview Historic District is located thirteen 
miles southeast of downtown Cleveland in the Lee-
Seville neighborhood. Lee-Seville is the neighborhood 
south of Miles Avenue and the railroad tracks. In Lee-

Seville, there are areas of light industrial development 
along Lee Road and Miles Avenue. The residential 
neighborhoods are a mix of housing styles including de-
velopments that occurred after the Second World War 
alongside homes of earlier architectural styles. North 
of Miles Avenue is the Lee-Harvard neighborhood. Lee-
Seville and Lee-Harvard make up Ward 1. This corner of 
the City of Cleveland is surrounded by the suburbs of 
Shaker Heights to the north, Warrensville Heights to the 
east, and Maple Heights to the south. 

There are forty-three contributing resources and three 
non-contributing resources in the Myrtle-Highview 
Historic District. The non-contributing resources are 
all garages, built in recent years to replace original 
garages. This district demonstrates the changes that 
occurred in Cleveland and in the surrounding neighbor-
hood during the decades following the Second World 
War. The earliest houses, built between 1949 and 1954, 
were in the English Revival style. In the mid-1950s, large 
ranches became popular. By the early 1960s, the larger 
neighborhood, and even some neighboring suburbs, 

Nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places 

By Michael Fleenor

In 2019, the Cleveland Restoration Society Division of Preservation Services 
had two National Register Nominations approved by the Ohio Site Historic 

Preservation Advisory Board (OSHPAB).

New homes on Myrtle, 1959.
Photo courtesy of Cleveland State University, 
Michael Schwatrz Library Special Collections. 
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had integrated. Therefore, Myrtle-Highview, known as 
an African American “suburb in the city” was no longer 
the rarity it had been. Suddenly, a lot of fairly new, 
suburban-style houses were available to the African 
American buyer. Houses were available in the large 
Lee-Harvard neighborhood, as Whites moved out and 
Blacks moved in. New houses were being developed 
in the southeastern section of the neighborhood by 
White builders for Black buyers by companies such as 
Federal Homes and George Dubin. And, houses were 
beginning to become available in suburbs such as 
Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights, and East Cleveland. 
This meant later homes built in Myrtle-Highview were 
smaller ranches built on smaller lots. The last houses 
are the simplest and were built by a White developer 
catering to the African American buyer after the larger 
neighborhood had flipped to majority Black. 

The three African American builders who developed 
Myrtle-Highview learned from and, in some cases, 
worked for two other African American developers 
who were building in the area during the same time 
period. Each attempted, in his own way, to make home 
ownership more accessible to African Americans. The 
Myrtle Avenue-Highview Drive district has historic 
integrity conveying its historic significance as a well-
planned suburban neighborhood of masonry houses 
marketed to middle-class African Americans at mid-
century.

In July 1947, Arthur Bussey, an African American mason 
and contractor, purchased a substantial parcel of land 
near the city’s southern border at Lee and McCracken 

Roads. The following year, he personally financed the 
construction of sewers for Myrtle Avenue and Highview 
Drive, on which he went on to build two dozen houses 
for middle class African Americans, including one for 
his wife, Emma, and himself.

Between 1949 and 1958, Bussey built twelve houses in 
the district. In 1956, he began to build smaller ranches. 
The footprint of these homes was turned to run with 
the short side facing the street and the longer side 
going front to back in the narrow lots. It might be that 
demand was higher for smaller houses, as the neigh-
boring Lee-Harvard neighborhood had opened up to 
African American buyers. Or it could be that Bussey 
built smaller houses in order to complete the neighbor-
hood faster. He had built one house a year from 1949 to 
1955, but he completed three houses in 1956 and three 
in 1958. In 1957, another African American developer, 

A) Home of Arthur and Emma 
Bussey.

B) Built by Arthur Bussey in 1956, 
this ranch home is turned so 
that the short end faces the 
street.
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William Woodridge, built a large yellow brick ranch 
house on Highview and began to develop three lots on 
the north side of Myrtle as well. An October 11, 1958, 
issue of the African American newspaper Call & Post 
related the controversy that arose out of the construc-
tion of 16301 Myrtle Avenue. The foundation had been 
poured and the home was under contract to a school 
teacher, Mrs. Sterling Jamison. At issue was the fact that 
the garage was being constructed on the left side of the 
house and heretofore all of the garages had been built to 
the right of the house. “This means that two houses will 
have driveways adjacent to each other which, residents 
claim, will break up the order thus far achieved in con-
struction of earlier building on the street.”

The article describes the neighborhood: “The homes 
are all-brick and when building is completed there will 
be about 20 similar, well-manicured residences in the 
$32,000 and up range.” “Residents boast that it is one 
of the few, if not the only, street in 
the city completely Negro-owned 
and Negro built which conform 
to each other.” Lack of any formal 
zoning restrictions covering the 
area made it possible to place a 
driveway on either side of the house, 

and this foundation had already been laid. Because of 
the animosity of her neighbors protesting her house, 
Mrs. Jamison backed out of the deal, and the home 
was purchased instead by Connie and Frances Walker, 
who have taken wonderful care of the home since. The 
article concludes: “Quiet, well-built Myrtle Avenue is 
an impressive street. But residents are afraid that the 
garage built out of place may well mean the end to their 
plans for a perfectly built community.”1

The homes built by William Woodridge of Engineer-
ing Enterprises and Realty are distinguished by their 
gold brick color. They are some of the larger houses 
in the neighborhood and are often “L” or “U”-shaped. 
Woodridge built six homes in total. Arthur Bussey built 
nine more homes between 1958 and 1965. In 1961, Rufus 
Ranaldson built the modest, all brick home at 16404 
Highview Drive. In 1957, Ranaldson had built the neigh-
boring Kollin Avenue, across Lee Road. Although that 

This 1957 home, built by William Woodridge, 
was the subject of controversy at the time 
of construction due to the placement of the 
driveway on the left instead of the right. In 
the view of some residents, this disrupted the 
perfectly planned order along the street.
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street has uniform designs, they are simpler ranches 
with siding largely of wood or compressed board and 
little brick detail. The split-level home at 16221 Highview 
Avenue, which is unusual in a neighborhood of predom-
inantly ranches, was built in 1962 by the Burt Building 
Company. Very little is known of this company other 
than the fact that they advertised homes in east-side 
neighborhoods, predominantly in the Call & Post. For 
this reason, it is assumed that William Burt, the owner, 
was African American. Finally, four very modest homes 
with just a half wall of brick were built by Federal Homes 
between 1962 and 1967. Federal Homes was founded by 
four Jewish friends who attended Glenville High School 
together in the late 1940s. They formed a housing 
development company and sold predominantly to 
African American buyers in the southeastern section of 
Cleveland and the suburbs before going out of business 
in 1970.2

The Myrtle-Highview District continues to be quiet and 
well-maintained. The sidewalks are lined with street 
trees. Vacant land and community gardens on Lee Road 
give the entrance to the district a somewhat rural feel 
similar to when Arthur Bussey first began developing 
here in 1949. 
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C) 16301 Myrtle Avenue, home of 
Frances Walker.

D) Split-level home, the only one of 
its kind in the Myrtle-Highview 
District, constructed by the Burt 
Building Company.

E) Home on Highview Drive built by 
Rufus Ranaldson, developer of 
Kollin Avenue.

F) Example of a house constructed 
by Federal Homes on Myrtle 
Avenue with signature half wall of 
brick.
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