Doors Have Soul
They are the guardians of boundaries, they serve both to divide and connect the
psychic topography of the house keeping its imaginations multiple, and each part in
direct or indirect relation with every other part. Doors make and mark tension
between the diverse elements within the house…the art of the door makes of
arriving, departing, and returning a ritual process that assures that the house will not
be taken for granted. Clothe your entrance with such images.
(Robert Sardello, Facing the World with Soul: The Reimagination of Modern Life)

The Teacher Is The Door
 ֶאלָּא לֵ� ֵאצֶ ל חָ כָם. דַּ יִּי: ַאל תּ ֹאמַ ר, ִאם לָמַ ְד ָתּ מֵ ַרב ֶאחָ ד:ַרבִּ י מֵ ִאיר אוֹמֵ ר
"אם
ִ : שֶׁ נֶּאֱ מַ ר. ל ֹא ֵאלֵ� ֶאלָּא ל ְִמי שֶׁ הוּא ָקרוֹב ֵאלַי: וְ ַאל תּ ֹאמַ ר,תּוֹרה
ָ וּלְמַ ד
 וְ חוֹבָ ה ִהוא ל ָָאדָ ם.(ד:ְתּבַ ְקשֶׁ נָּה ַככָּסֶ ף וְ כַמַּ ְטמוֹנִים ַתּ ְחפְּ שֶׂ נָּה" )משלי ב
. כְּ גוֹן ַרבִּ י אֱ לִיעֶ זֶר וְ ַרבִּ י יְהוֹשֻׁ עַ וְ ַרבִּ י ע ֲִקיבָ א,שֶׁ יְּשַׁ מֵּ שׁ ְשׁלשָׁ ה ַתּל ְִמידֵ י חֲ כ ִָמים
 ל ְִשׁמֹר ְמזוּזֹת,"א ְשׁ ֵרי ָאדָ ם שׁוֹמֵ עַ לִי ל ְִשׁקֹד עַ ל דַ ְלת ַֹתי יוֹם יוֹם
ַ :שֶׁ נֶּאֱ מַ ר
ַ" כִּ י ֵאינְ� יוֹדֵ ע." ֶאלָּא "דֶּ לֶת דַּ ְלת ַֹתי, ַאל ִתּ ְק ִרי "דַ ְלת ַֹתי.( לד:פְּ ָתחָ י" )משלי ח
: שֶׁ נֶּאֱ מַ ר, אוֹ ְשׁנֵיהֶ ם כְּ ֶאחָ ד טוֹבִ ים, הֲ זֶה אוֹ זֶה.� ֵֶאיזֶה מֵ הֶ ם י ְִת ַקיְּמוּ בְ יָד
.(ו:"בַּ בּ ֶֹקר זְ ַרע ֶאת ז ְַרעֶ �" )קהלת יא
Rabbi Meir says: If you have learned from one master, do not say, that’s enough. Rather, go to a
sage and learn Torah. Do not say, I won’t go except to someone who is close by. As it says: Seek
it as you do silver, and search for it as for treasures (Proverbs 2:4). And it is a person’s obligation
to seek out three sages like Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, and Rabbi Akiba; as it says: Happy is
the one who listens to me, coming early to my doors each day, watching at my doorposts/mezuzot.
(Proverbs 8:34). Do not take it to mean, my doors/daltotai, but rather, one door that leads to my
other my doors/delet-daltotai. For you do not know which of them might succeed for you. Perhaps
this one, or this one; or perhaps one is just as good as the other. As it says: Sow your seed in the
morning and do not hold back your hand in the evening, since you do not know which is going to
succeed, the one or the other, or if both are equally good (Ecclesiastes 11:4).
(Avot d’Rabbi Natan, chapter 3)

You Open for Him
ַא ְתּ פְּ ַתח לוֹ
ַבִּ ְהיוֹתוֹ נָמוּך ִמלִּפְ תֹּח
�ַא ְתּ שָׂ ֵאהוּ עַ ל כְּ ֵתפֶי
"ירא
ָ "אל ִתּ
ַ וְ הַ ְרגִּ יעֵ הוּ
 בִּ פְ ָת ִחים ֵאינוֹ מֻ ְרגָּל,ל ְַאט פְּ ַתח לוֹ
ַעַ ד כֹּה ִדּמָּ ה שֶׁ הַ כֹּל פָּתוּח
ַוּשׁקוּפִ ים כְּ מַ שָּׁ ב שֶׁ ל רוּח
ְ  עֲבִ ִירים, ִדּמָּ ה,הַ ִקּירוֹת
 ְמפֹהָ ק,קוּחים כְּ ִמישׁוֹר סַ בְ ָלנִי
ִ ְ פּ, ִדּמָּ ה,הַ ִקּירוֹת
וּמזוּזָה ל ֹא ִהכִּ יר לָדַ עַ ת
ְ מַ ְשׁקוֹף
ל ֹא צִ יר וְ ל ֹא דֶּ לֶת
ַא ְתּ שָׂ ֵאהוּ לְחַ כֵּ� צִ דָּ יו בַּ ְמּזוּזוֹת
ַתּחַ ת הַ מַּ ְשׁקוֹף לְהַ ְרכִּ ין ר ֹאשׁוֹ
ל ְַאט עַ ל הַ סַּ ף הַ נִּיחֵ הוּ
 ל ֹא כְּ נ ְִמלַט,עַ ד בֶּ טַ ח יִפְ סַ ע
.ִמבַּ עַ ד ִמפְ ַתּן הַ דֶּ לֶת
You open for him
when he is too small to open
you lift him to your shoulders
and soothe him with “don’t be afraid”
open for him slowly, he is unaccustomed to openings
‘til now he imagined that everything was open
the walls, he imagined, were as open and transparent as the breeze
the walls, he imagined, as were as open eyed as a patient plain, yawning
he recognized neither lintel nor doorposts
neither hinge nor door
you lift him so that he rubs his sides against the doorposts
so that he bows his head beneath the lintel
gently you set him on the threshold
so that he is surefooted, not like a refugee
standing on the threshold.
Rivka Miriam
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

