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July 24, 2020 

Dear Schechter Community, 

Since late spring we have been updating you on the work of the Schechter Re-Entry 

Committee which has been tasked with creating policies to enable the successful beginning of 

the Academic Year 2020-2021. Utilizing the most current guidance from New York State and 

Nassau County, as well as those of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the New York State 

Education Department, neighboring states, local school districts, national school associations, 

and local health systems, this document introduces the protocols we anticipate will be in place 

as we open the school building to student instruction on Tuesday, September 8, 2020. As of 

this writing, New York State guidance for all regions in the State is that K-12 schools may open 

their physical campuses if the following conditions are satisfied: 1) a school’s region (Schechter 

is in the Nassau/Suffolk region) has to be in Phase IV of reopening, and 2) the daily infection 

rate using a 14-day average remains at five percent or lower by the first week of August. 

Provisions have also been put in place for closing schools by region if those conditions are not 

maintained. 

As we believe it best serves the interests of our school families and students, we intend to 

open the school to full-day instruction for all K-12 students in our Williston Park campus for the 

Fall Semester. As we always strive to be responsive to our families, the majority of responses 

to the school opening date poll supported beginning the school year on September 8. 

Additionally, we will have an orientation week for staff and students beginning Monday, 

August 31, during which students and their parents are encouraged to visit the school towards 

the end of that week to see the changes we are making to increase health and safety. The 

school year itself will begin with age-appropriate engagement in how we will operate under 

required health and safety protocols. Our most important goal is that our students feel safe, 

welcome, happy, and ready to learn. In the following weeks, you will receive more information 

from us about orientation and building re-entry plans for staff, faculty and students.  

The guidelines set forth in this publication are current as of July 24, 2020. Please remember, 

however, that these guidelines and procedures can change at any point in time prior to, or 

after, the beginning of the school year, based on governmental directives or our own internal 
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evaluations. Importantly, Governor Cuomo stated that he will not make a final decision about 

the disposition of school openings until the week of August 3. We will notify you of any 

changes as they develop. 

While our primary concern is the physical and emotional well-being of our students and staff, 

we are, as always, equally committed to maintaining the educational excellence, and 

community and Jewish values which drive our school. If you have any specific questions or 

suggestions about our COVID-19 policies, please contact us at re-entry@schechterli.org. We 

appreciate your confidence and collaboration in this sacred work. 

Sincerely,  

The Re-Entry Committee 
 

Dr. Scott Sokol, Head of School 

Ofra Hiltzik, Associate Head of School 

Eileen Bohrer, Executive Director 

Elana Stern, Lower School Coordinator 

Michael Hirsch, Director of Student Life and Community Engagement 

Shawn Thorgersen, Upper School Faculty 

Carly Gruber, Counseling Staff 

Jennifer Maglione, RN, School Nurse 

Tom Bronzino, Facilities Staff 

Bram Weber, Co-President, Board of Trustees 

Dalia Lisker, Board of Trustees 

Kamron Monasebian, Board of Trustees 

Dr. Samara Ginzburg 

Dr. Steven Rosenthal 

Dr. Steven Palter 

Stephanie Harris 

Janice Wand, Co-President, Parents Association 

Global Operations 
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I. Priority One: Staying Safe, Healthy, and Happy 

  
With leadership from medical doctors, parents, school administrators, and faculty, Schechter is 

ready to provide our students with a safe and engaging learning environment. Although new data 

regarding COVID-19 emerges every week, we remain aware of new research and updated policies 

and will modify our practices accordingly. 

Part A: Protecting the Body 

Although there is no way to guarantee complete safety at all times, our school will take the 

following steps toward minimizing risks. 

Masks and Social Distancing: All faculty, staff and students are expected to wear masks while 

in the school building, with the exception of snack or lunchtime. As circumstances 

allow, we will plan periodic mask breaks for student and faculty comfort, while 

remaining committed to our goal of a safe and healthy environment. In addition, we will be 

sensitive to students’ needs, recognizing that for some students -- due either to 

developmental stage or in some cases medical status -- mask wearing is particularly 

challenging. These occasional exceptions to our policy noted, mask-wearing will be strictly 

enforced in locations such as restrooms and hallways, and during transition times.  

We encourage families to find comfortable masks for students that have two layers of material 

and preferably can be fit with an additional filter. We encourage students and their families to 

practice wearing masks for longer periods of time at home in order to prepare for wearing 

them in school. 

In classrooms, desks will be spaced six feet apart facing the same direction. Additionally, every 

individual in the building will seek to maintain a distance of six feet from others whenever 

possible. 

Training: As per New York State’s reopening guidance, our faculty and staff will receive 

training in recognizing signs and symptoms of illness, and in how best to lead instruction in a 

socially distanced classroom. 
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At the start of the year, our students will be taught hygiene techniques and practices that will 

help them and others stay safe. 

More Classrooms, More Space: In order to help our students maintain social 

distance, we have temporarily re-designated spaces for classroom use and for 

improved health accommodations. Here are some of the changes to our 

building arrangements: 

 Faculty will be relocated to the gym, freeing the faculty rooms to be used as 

instructional spaces; 

 The Counseling Department will be located in the gym space, with a sectioned area for 

student discussions and private office space will be available when needed; 

 Offices will be made available off the cafeteria and at our Hillside Avenue office space 

for business and administrative meetings; 

 A tented space is being planned for a portion of the blacktop area outside of the 

school so that tefilot, lunch/recess, gym, and scheduled student gatherings can be 

enjoyed in a socially distant manner; 

 The nurse’s office has been relocated to increase size, comfort, and isolation, as well as 

proximity to the parking lot entrance where students enter and exit the building each 

morning and afternoon; 

 Larger spaces such as the cafeteria and drama room will be used for instruction. 

Lunch and Snack: Meals will be enjoyed either in classrooms, in the tent, or outdoors when 

weather permits. At this time, we must plan for families to provide lunch and snacks for their 

students. We are also exploring the possibility of providing boxed lunch through 

our caterer for a fee. Please remember that Schechter is a nut-aware school and 

that students are not allowed to bring in meat products. There will be no sharing of 

food allowed amongst our student body. 
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On a related note, we are pleased to continue celebrating birthdays with snacks provided by 

the Parent Association through the Birthday Box program. 

Standard for Entry: Students and staff may only enter the building if they are free of 

symptoms associated with COVID-19, as detailed by the CDC. These symptoms include fever, 

chills, shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle aches, headaches, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, 

congestion or runny nose, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. 

At Schechter, keeping our children and staff healthy requires a team effort. We ask that 

parents look for any of the aforementioned symptoms before sending their children to school. 

We are providing live remote access to class sessions in large part to encourage a community 

of responsibility to stay home if any symptoms are present. We will be implementing a specific 

daily protocol for home screening of health status. Additionally, please use the following email 

address to keep us informed of any attendance or health concerns you have about your 

children: attendance@schechterli.org. 

Protocols for COVID-19 Screening and In-School Health Maintenance:  

Of the many protocols that we have been reviewing over the past several 

weeks, those regarding COVID-19 screening and monitoring are in near 

constant flux. The procedures outlined here are subject to change as we 

receive recommendations from the NYS Department of Health and CDC. We 

will notify if the recommendations of government require any changes to our procedures. 

Before proceeding, it is important to define two terms that are often confused – “isolation” 

and “quarantine”.  Isolation separates sick people with a contagious disease from people who 

are not sick. Quarantine separates and restricts the movement of people who were exposed 

to a contagious disease, to see if they become sick. 

Daily Screening: Parents will be asked to screen for the continuing good health status of their 

children each day prior to sending them to school. We ask that you take your child’s 

temperature each morning, and not send any child to school with fever, as defined by a 

temperature higher than 99.9°F. (Note that temperature should not be the sole criterion used 

in making the determination to keep a child home; the total medical picture should be 

considered, especially the presence of any COVID-19 symptoms.) In addition, each day you will 
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be asked to respond to a symptom checklist in order to confirm the health status of your child, 

and to submit your child’s health information via a computer or smartphone app prior to your 

child entering the building. We are currently evaluating which app will serve our community 

the best, and we will inform you of our choice as soon as a final determination is made.  

Suspected Illness:  If a child is suspected of illness while in school, s/he will be immediately sent 

to the nurse’s office. There will be a designated isolation area for evaluation of health status. 

Any child deemed ill or potentially ill will be sent home. We ask that parents pick up their sick 

child as quickly as possible, and certainly within the hour.  A sick child or staff member should 

not return to school until a minimum of 24 hours have passed without fever (off medication), 

and any other symptoms resolve.   

COVID-19 Diagnosis: If a child or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, s/he needs to remain 

in isolation at home for the number of days specified by the CDC at the time of illness, prior to 

returning to school. Notification to the State and/ County Departments of Health will be made 

as required by law. Notification to the school community, with limited identifying information 

(e.g., grade status) will also occur, similar to our practices for strep throat and other 

contagious infections.   

COVID-19 Primary Exposure: All students or faculty with primary exposure - direct indoor 

contact for 15 minutes or more within six feet of distance with a person diagnosed with COVID-

19 who was not wearing a mask – need to quarantine for a minimum of 10 days prior to 

returning to school (these are current CDC guidelines and are subject to change). If a student 

or faculty member had primary exposure to someone with COVID-19 who was wearing a mask 

and socially distanced, then no preventative quarantine is required. Primary exposure can 

occur at home, at school, or when doing other activities. 

Influenza vaccination: Since the symptoms of influenza are similar to COVID-19, all students are 

required to be vaccinated for influenza by October 1st 2020, with evidence of vaccination 

provided to the school nurse. We are doing this as an extra precaution to prevent illness, and 

to support the health and safety of our students and staff. 
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Closing the Doors--For Now: Schechter is a beloved community of learners and partners in 

learning. Normally, we love to gather on campus for events and meetings. Unfortunately, in 

order to maintain health and safety, we will need to suspend our open-door policy except for 

essential visitors including maintenance and service providers, and special education 

instructional staff. Such individuals will be screened before entering the building, will be 

restricted to particular locations, and will follow all of our safety protocols. 

Extra-Curricular Activities, Major Events, and Parent Evenings: At this time, final guidance 

regarding sports and special events in the Fall has not been received. We will inform you as 

soon as those determinations are provided to us. 

 We are exploring online options for certain inter-school competitions and 

programming.  

 Large signature events such as Kabbalat Shabbat, holiday celebrations, and school 

performances will have Zoom and live components following NYS guidelines, allowing 

family members to participate remotely.  

 After-school activities and evening events will take place in-person or via Zoom, 

adhering to NYS guidelines and our best practices. 

 There will not be any field trips unless travel is permitted and we can determine that 

we are able to maintain our safety protocols.  

 Please note that the school calendar has programs still listed for the coming academic 

year in order to hold those dates in the event that we can proceed with those 

experiences. 

Getting Some Fresh Air: We are currently receiving advice on a variety of ways 

to increase air flow in the classrooms and other educational spaces. We are 

also planning on utilizing a spacious tent as a new outdoor learning and 

activity space to help decrease the social density of our rooms and hallways. 
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The playground and school grounds will be available (weather permitting) for much-needed 

exercise and play. Playground equipment will be disinfected, and students will be asked to 

wash their hands or use hand sanitizer at the conclusion of their adventures. 

Sanitizing: In addition to our installed classroom sanitizers, each classroom will have an EPA-

approved disinfectant spray applied overnight. We are also adding new portable 

sinks in various locations for easier access to hand-washing, and most interior 

doors will remain open whenever possible to diminish the need to touch 

common surfaces. 

Facility Cleaning: Our building and grounds staff have been trained to clean and disinfect the 

school, and will make use of scientifically proven methods for disinfection throughout the 

school day. As faculty and students may recall from March 2020, our maintenance staff were in 

constant motion cleaning high-touch areas. They will continue these practices throughout the 

day to maintain high standards of building cleanliness. 

Looking for a Sign: Our learning community will find new signage posted in the hallways and 

classrooms reminding them of hygiene and health protocols. In some instances, arrows and 

barriers may guide students and faculty in order to avoid congested spaces; in other instances, 

spots may be marked where a desk should be placed so that it’s appropriately distanced from 

other desks. 

Staying Secure, As Always: We are working closely with Global Operations to maintain the 

highest standards of building security while also safeguarding our health. Security will 

continue to manage daily events such as deliveries and student drop-offs and pick-ups. 

Additionally, all mandated fire drills and lockdown procedures will take place under the 

counsel and protection of Global Operations, and in accordance with New York State 

guidelines. 

Transportation: We are working closely with our school districts to ensure transportation 

services are available for our students. Most importantly, we will require that the high 

standards maintained in our hallways continue to keep your children safe on the road. As such, 
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bus and car services will be required to clean vehicles regularly and to provide socially-distant 

seating as required by New York State.  

Carpools are welcome, but we ask that such arrangements remain consistent 

in order to avoid the risk of new riders being in close proximity. Given the 

confines of a typical vehicle, students are expected to wear masks for the 

duration of the ride. 

We are continuing to stagger arrival and dismissal times between the Lower School and Upper 

School, and at present expect to hold to the same times as last year. Families with specific 

concerns related to coordinating Lower and Upper School students should contact the office.  

When Traveling: Should you travel during the summer months or during the school year, 

please be advised that New York State currently considers some states to be “restricted” and 

therefore requires a quarantine period of 14 days after visitation. (This does not apply to 

“passing through” states.) Therefore, we request that you not travel outside New York State 

in the two weeks before school starts, and that you advise the Head of School or Associate 

Head of School if you do travel outside of New York State at any time during the school year. 

Stricter guidelines may need to be implemented depending on the rate of infection outside of 

New York State or overseas. 

At the time of this writing, additional guidance and the list of restricted locations can be found 

here: https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

School Supplies: In order to diminish physical contact and proximity between students, school 

supplies will not be shared this year. For all relevant grades and classes, we will provide lists of 

supplies as soon as possible. 

Furthermore, students will not be permitted to share devices such as laptops, nor will the 

school distribute shared devices for class use. When necessary, we may assign a specific device 

to a particular student for school use. Middle and high school students are being asked this 

year to bring their own laptops and other devices, as required for class. 
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Part B: Comforting the Mind  

At Schechter, we have always cared for the whole child. At this time, such an approach is more 

important than ever. Under the guidance of our Head of School (who is also a licensed 

psychologist), and with the ongoing support and advice of our Mental Health Team, Schechter 

will attend to the social-emotional needs of our students beginning with their transition back to 

school. 

Professional Development: Schechter is committed to the social-emotional well-being of its 

students and sees such well-being as a top priority. In addition to health and safety training, 

faculty and staff will receive training on a trauma-informed care model as well as racial bias 

and sensitivity training. 

Easing Into the Year: Special programming before and during the first week of school will help 

students re-acclimate to the school building and to the culture from which we were all 

separated last spring. Such a transition period is in line with New York State’s recommendation 

to “support the social and emotional well-being and resiliency before phasing in academic 

content.” 

Counseling: Schechter affords its students the opportunity to engage with the Mental Health 

Team, which includes trained counselors, school psychologists, and administrators. This team 

will meet, share insights, and remain proactive during the year in their shared mission to 

support our students, and provide them with safe avenues for communication and expression. 
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II. Educational Models of Instruction 

  
 In March of 2020, with little warning and even less preparation time, Schechter accomplished 

what few schools could: We taught our students in real-time with live online classes and 

maintained our academic rigor, curricular goals, and religious praxis. We know, however, that the 

overwhelming majority of our families and students want as much of a return to full-day in-

person learning as possible. We will always seek to serve all of our families and students, and, 

therefore, we are preparing to operate two primary scenarios: i) the complete return to the 

building with an incorporated hybrid model for when students are required to be home; and, ii) 

an exclusively remote learning model for the families and students who wish to learn only from 

home. 

We believe the education models we have formulated will best serve the needs of our Schechter 

community and capitalize on our ability to find innovative and integrative ways to teach and learn 

together. 

 Model 1: Returning to the Building, 2.0 

Given New York State’s recent success in stemming the transmission of coronavirus, combined 

with the Schechter community’s particular circumstances, we believe we have the ability to 

return to our school building in September as a unified K-12 program. Schechter will follow a 

six-day blocked schedule, including specials, with classes of appropriate length for each 

developmental level. To maintain social distancing protocols, we have limited class sizes and, 

when necessary, have hired additional staff. We have allocated large spaces for classes where 

reductions in class size could not be made. 

Our model of instruction will also allow students who are unable to be in the classroom to 

access their classes through live, remote instruction. Classrooms will be equipped to live-

stream lessons, providing opportunities for home-bound students to maintain their class 

attendance. 

In addition, our Upper School classes will operate on a modified schedule in which the first 

forty minutes are driven by instruction while the remaining twenty-six minutes offer students 
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the opportunity to complete individualized work and assignments with the teacher able to 

offer guidance and support to students. This model affords two key benefits: First, it allows 

teachers the opportunity to address their students both present in the classroom an online in 

an effective and efficient manner. Second, and in direct response to parent and student 

feedback, it provides a reduction in hours spent completing homework, allowing us to meet 

the needs of the whole child. 

Given the limitations placed on certain physical education activities during COVID-19, New York 

State has announced that they are allowing for more flexibility in time and content of physical 

education instruction. Despite these allowances, we believe that physical activity is important 

to the learning process, and therefore we plan to have our students engaged in physical 

activity outdoors as much as possible.  

Model 2: Remote Instruction  

Schechter knows how to teach remotely, and if necessary, 

we’re ready to do it again. Students can expect the same 

live, real-time learning via Zoom as last year, coupled with 

opportunities to interact with teachers for individualized instruction toward the end of each 

session. As with the previous model, we will endeavor to provide our students with time away 

from screens after school by building in homework and assignment time into class sessions. 

Together, these models provide Schechter a unique ability to adapt to unpredictable 

conditions as they arise. Even if, for example, we were learning in school on Monday, and the 

next day New York State mandated that all schools needed to shift to distance learning, at 

Schechter that’s a switch that could happen instantly because it’s built into our plan from day 

one. 

A Note for Our Lower School (K-5) 

In the event that our educational delivery is required to be fully remote for an extended period 

of time during the school year, we will modify the Lower School schedule somewhat to 

maximize learning and student engagement. In such a scenario, the remote learning schedule 

will be more closely aligned with regular in-school instruction on an A-F cycle. 
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III. Home and School: The Unbeatable Team 

  
As we have discussed, we are following both State and Federal guidelines on public health 

precautions in this time of heightened concern. If the COVID-19 pandemic has taught us 

nothing else, it is that the actions of individuals have a profound effect on the collective. Put in 

a more positive light, kol yisrael arevim zeh lazeh (all of the community is responsible for one 

another). Communication and collaboration play chief roles in our management of the 

pandemic. When parents, students, and teachers are in frequent communication with one 

another, we can offer the highest level of comfort, safety, and support for our learners. 

Accordingly, we look forward to consistent correspondence and/or phone calls whenever 

needed to communicate with each other. In this spirit of collaboration, we are asking parents 

to adhere to the following guidelines: 

 Reporting COVID-19 symptoms and testing 

 Keeping children at home who display symptoms related to COVID-19 

 Engaging in communications via email, phone, or virtually with Zoom 

 Responding promptly when contacted by the school 

 Reinforcing Schechter’s policies for health, safety, and social distancing 

 Respecting our need to keep access to the building restricted 

We hope these protocols and procedures succeed in calming some of the concerns we are all 

feeling at this time. As our recent and more distant history has proven, the Schechter School of 

Long Island is a resilient community of learners in which excellence, community and Jewish 

values forge strong bonds undiminished by adversity or social distance. May we be strong and 

strengthen one another: chazak v’nitchazek. 


