Hello THRIVE Team!

I hope you are staying well and warm this winter!  We certainly are having more of what we would call "normal" and expected seasonal weather.  At THRIVEPittsburgh, however, we are concerned about an abrupt change in regards to the security of our refugee neighbors once the new administration is inaugurated on January 20th.  Our newest neighbors from Afghanistan, Syria, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Guatemala, and many other countries are concerned about their future in the United States.  THRIVEPittsburgh intends to stand by our newest neighbors (and friends!) if their authorization to be here is challenged.  As a matter of fact, we are currently helping to settle an Afghan family of 8 which arrived on January 17th via Humanitarian Parole.  Moreover, we will continue to offer support through our various initiatives, including the THRIVE Supper Club.

That is why I am contacting you today--to inform you of  an exciting upcoming Supper Club, which is actually going to be a Syrian luncheon in the city!  It will be held on Sunday, February 10th from 1:30-3:30 pm.  Moreover, it is supported by the Jewish community of Dor Hadash, whose congregation meets in Rodef Shalom in Oakland.  As a Christian non-profit, we are excited to be hosting our first interfaith Supper Club where Muslim, Jewish and Christian neighbors come together to share food and fellowship, and to increase tolerance and understanding.  Our Supper Clubs give people the opportunity to sit together at a table and eat delicious food made by our refugee cooks, while getting to know their neighbors.  After the meal, our guest cook, Maryam Al Ahmad and her family will share their refugee story, and tell us about Syrian culture.  There will be a time for questions and sharing before we dismiss.

We hope you will join us for this exciting expansion of THRIVEPittsburgh's Supper Club!  Below is a flyer (attached) that you can share with your family, friends and neighbors.  E-tickets go on sale this Sunday, January 19th and will be available until sold out or until Feb. 10th on our website thrivepittsburgh.org.  If you prefer not to purchase online, paper tickets can be obtained by emailing us at:  thrive7801@gmail.com.

Thank you and we hope to see you on February 16th at Rodef Shalom!

Blessings,

Pauline Spring
Program Director
THRIVEPittsburgh.org

"Practicing hospitality by connecting newly arrived immigrants and refugees, via e-crowdsourcing, with neighbors in the Pittsburgh community; helping them to be welcomed, become independent, and feel cared for, while demonstrating the love of God for each individual."
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