In 2019, we added “unfair procedural rules” when it became clear that gerrymandering is closely linked to the unfair procedural rules in the PA legislature that put almost complete control in the hands of a small group of leaders.
Fair Districts PA Chair Carol Kuniholm discussed some of this on the August monthly Zoom meeting. If you missed it, consider watching; here’s the link to the recording.  Passcode: 3.3D8SKr
This is a great time to write letters to the editor about some aspect of the political chaos that impacts YOU most. Find your own way to connect the dots between gerrymandering, an unaccountable legislative process, the current budget impasse, or some other PA state politics issue of concern to YOU. Make these issues real and personal for readers who know things are wrong but aren’t sure why and don’t know what they can do to help change things.
You might also consider an email to your legislators. They need to know voters are paying attention and want reforms to protect their ability to represent us well.
If you have time and want to do more, invite some friends for coffee or refreshments, talk about what’s happening, and draft some letters together.

For now, Pennsylvania is protected from mid-decade redistricting battles, in part by a divided legislature and in part by the current composition of the PA Supreme Court, which has acted several times to protect the right to free and equal elections, as promised in the PA Constitution.
The PA Supreme Court retention votes in the November election could impact future redistricting. Campaigns for state house and senate seats between now and 2030 are also of concern, as there is no doubt monied interests will target those seats to gain control of the next congressional redistricting. That was the case in 2011, as described in this RedMAP 2010 final report. Opposition research and a million dollars of outside funding yielded ugly campaign attacks on some popular incumbents, enough to flip the PA House majority from blue to red in 2012. That fight was largely one-sided and caught Democrats by surprise. Expect more money and uglier campaigns, from both sides, unless redistricting reform bills receive a vote soon.

Resources:

Guidance and contacts for Letters to Editor:

· Write a Letter to the Editor
· Letter to the Editor Suggestions
Contact your legislator

· Find your legislators and contact information

Texas and other state redistricting:
· Bolt: A New Cycle of Texas Gerrymandering: Your Questions Answered
· Reuters: Trump-led Texas redistricting gambit ignites national arms race to control Congress
How this can impact Pennsylvania:

· WITF:  PA dodges partisan redistricting fight plaguing US House
Statements of concern:
· Fair Maps Texas
· Fair Districts PA: Gerrymandering steals power from voters. No matter who does it
· Better Boundaries Utah:To protect democracy, we must fight for fairness
· League of Women Voters: Redistricting is at a Crossroads: How Voters Can Achieve Fair Representation
Sample opeds or letters:
· Royse City Herald Banner: Gerrymandering is wrong and we all know it.

· John Kromer (an FDPA leader): How anti-gerrymandering activists could benefit Pa. Republicans and vice versa

PA budget impasse:
Decades of gerrymandered districts have enabled an unaccountable legislative process that ignores the needs of voters and puts too much power in the hands of a few leaders.

The budget delay points toward a number of issues left unaddressed for years, sometimes decades. Some of those are discussed in Stories of Dysfunction, listed on Fix Harrisburg: The Problem and in the most recent report: Is Gridlock Inevitable?
Stories of Dysfunction directly related to the budget impasse:
· PA Budget Blues
· Vouchers in Pennsylvania: School Choice or the School’s Choice?
· Who is opposing mass transit funding?
· PA leaves money on the table as skill games proliferate
Recent press:
· Spotlight PA: PA transit crisis: SEPTA cuts loom as budget talks stall
· Spotlight PA; PA budget impasse delays $2.5B in school, county funding
· Pennsylvania Capital Star: Budget disagreements burst into the open at Pa. Capitol

Other actions you can take:
Like, share, and comment on social media
Social media provides an important avenue for amplifying the work of Fair Districts PA. Whatever platform you’re use, please interact with and share FDPA posts. All help keep the posts more visible and help expand our reach.

· https://twitter.com/fairdistrictspa
· https://www.instagram.com/fairdistrictspa/
· https://www.facebook.com/fairdistrictspa/
· https://bsky.app/profile/fairdistrictspa.bsky.social
If you’re on Facebook please also find, follow, like, comment and share posts from your local Facebook pages.
That will help those pages grow, and will help local legislators see we have supporters in all parts of PA. It’s taken some work, but we now have local Facebook pages for every county in PA.
Find your county here, then look for ‘Facebook group” toward the top right of the county page.

Share upcoming events or invite a speaker

With renewed interest in redistricting, and curiosity about how that impacts PA, now is a great time to encourage attendance at local Facebook events.

Fair Districts PA Chair Carol Kuniholm has eight events scheduled through North Central and Western PA between August 21 and 28. Please help publicize those if you’re anywhere near those events. Find those and other events here or request a speaker for your own group, congregation, library or local gathering.

Current Stats
· House Bill 31 cosponsors: 54
· Senate Bill 131 cosponsors: 19
· Petition signers: 121,630 (over 8,000 added since the start of the summer)
· FDPA email list: 66,000 (our highest ever)
· FDPA volunteer list: 6,580

