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Let them eat…PIE?
Yes, it’s time for our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner! No, it’s just not safe due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. BUT - we can still be thankful and eat pie together! Join us on
Sunday, November 22, at 3pm for a time to gather together, catch up with one another,
and eat pie (or anything you have) together. You’ll be getting a special Zoom invite in
the mail and e-mail, but we want you to save the date! You can join by computer or by
phone, we just want you to join us as we gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing, give
thanks, and sing songs of thanksgiving!

PARKING LOT WORSHIP: Every Sunday, 9 am, parking lot worship service
(30 minutes). This service consists of
two pieces of music, scripture, sermon, and prayers. The service is
transmitted on an FM radio frequency, so you can stay in your car unmasked if you like. Or, if you prefer,
bring your chairs and sit by your car.
Please bring your own communion
elements the first Sunday of the
month!

Our congregational meeting to nominate and elect officers and approve the
pastors’ terms of call will be held in the Eastridge parking lot at 3pm on November 15. According to our by-laws, a quorum of 5%, or 32 members need to
be present. Look for the Nominating report on the page following.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

Bill Short (Class of 2023)

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of
officers for the congregational meeting in November:

Hope Shortridge (Youth Deacon—Class of 2021)

Trustees: Shirley Flynn (Class of 2023)

Session: Kurt Beck (Class of 2023) (Personnel)

Ray Schapmann (Class of 2023)

Andrew Loudon (Class of 2023) (Stewardship)

Lisa Woito-Petty (Class of 2023)

Doug McDaniel (Class of 2023) (Personnel)

Rinehart Kruse (Class of 2021)

Bill Wehrbein (Class of 2023) (Outreach)

Nominating: Cheryl Byler (Class of 2022)

Elizabeth Kohel (Youth Elder) (Class of 2021)

Shirlette Hershiser (Class of 2022)

Deacons: Wahadi Allen (Class of 2023)

Gary Kilian (Class of 2022)

Mary Amen (Class of 2023)

Memorials & Endowments:

Donna and Jim Gies (Class of 2023)

Beth Birnstihl (Class of 2023)

Judith Keller (Class of 2023)

Leo Schumacher (Class of 2023)

Becky Shupe (Class of 2023)
Cathy Schapmann (Class of 2023)

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: OCTOBER Rev. Thomas Dummermuth report-

resources to children and youth.
ed that he has continued to work on She also participates in driveway
The Session received an update on
the Nebraska Coronavirus Bible pro- lunches with high school youth.
the response to the letter to the
ject, and met with the Anti-Racism
Brian Lew reported that the Kirk
congregation requesting assistance
Task Force, the Deacons, Holy
Ringers continue to rehearse and
with the budget.
Friends, the Monday morning Bible
record for worship. The Chancel
Rev. Melodie Jones Pointon report- study, Bistro Theology, and the
Choir has four or five anthems
ed that the 9 a.m. Sunday parking
Homestead Presbytery Strategy
scheduled, as well as an Advent
lot worship service is regularly atTeam and Committee on Preparapiece and two Christmas selections.
tended by 25 worshippers. The 10
tion for Ministry. Thomas continued
He spends 20-25 hours editing each
a.m. livestream service averages
interfaith work with the Faith Coalianthem.
around 80 viewers who are watch- tion of Lancaster County. He updatThe Trustees reported that air filters
ing live. The Wednesday pop-up de- ed the website with worship revotions will be streamed on Facesources and began work on creating will be upgraded to a higher quality.
book Live due to weather concerns. digital community and discipleship. The roof inspection showed some
minor damage, but not enough to
The communion service on WednesKris Adler-Brammer reported that
file an insurance claim.
day will continue to be by reservashe continues to provide worship
tion.
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ANTI-RACISM TASKFORCE (ART) UPDATE

In the four months since its inception, ART has:

Our congregation is committed to being a Matthew 25
Church addressing systemic racism, structural poverty, and
congregational vitality. The EPC Anti-Racism Taskforce was
formed July 1 to focus on eradicating racism in our congregation and our community.

encouraged church members to participate in the 21-Day
Racial Equity Challenge,
provided links to more than 50 articles, videos, books, songs
and poems in the weekly “Lamp,”
led discussions about the essay
“Unpacking Racism” and the movie
“Just Mercy” and

In 2016, our General Assembly approved a churchwide anti-racism policy called “Facing Racism: A Vision of
the Intercultural Community.” The
policy states:

recruited church members to be trained
to facilitate inclusive conversations.

Racism is a lie about our fellow human beings, for it says that some are
less than others. It is also a lie about
God, for it falsely claims that God
favors parts of creation over the entirety of creation. Because of our biblical understanding of who God is and what
God intends for humanity, the PC(USA) must stand against,
speak against and work against racism. Anti-racist effort is
not optional for Christians. It is an essential aspect of Christian discipleship, without which we fail to proclaim the Good
News of Jesus Christ.

Other activities are being planned to add
to every member’s knowledge and understanding of racial equity. The members of ART invite you to recommend
resources to share: Jo Bateman, Chris Boone, Kris AdlerBrammer, Noel DeKalb, Thomas Dummermuth, Carol
McClain,, Mickey McDaniel, Berna Stading, William Wierbein.
More about Matthew 25:
http://bit.ly/2FNZDrqmatt25

Hanging Out and Waiting...for you!

their lives each year. And, as certain restrictions are
being lifted, some smaller groups are making use of
this place again.

More about 2016 GA Statement:
http://bit.ly/34bqWVJGA2016

Dear Eastridge Presbyterian Church:
It's been a tough summer! Without the usual buzz of
excitement from campers making new friends, connecting with God, playing games in the field or learning
a new skill, we felt like something was missing. And I
know that our families were missing this place as
well. The time that we didn't have guests or campers
here made us realize just how important this place is in
the lives of so many.

We've hosted a few family groups, small business
gatherings, a church service, a wedding and a training. It's not business as usual. It's more important
than that.
If you or your group is interested in an event or retreat
at Calvin Crest, please reach out to discuss what is possible.

Many campers and guests have contacted us to let us
know how much they've missed their time here. They
called to let us know the impact that this place has on

Until Next Time!
Craig Huffman, Calvin Crest
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ADVENT CANDLE: We are looking for families to light the advent
candle for our 10 am Sunday morning worship services! If you
are interested, please let the office know. Obviously, this will
look a bit different from other years, and may allow those who
normally aren’t comfortable getting in front of the congregation in person a little more inclined to give it a try!

Children,
Youth, &
Families Christmas Program

gether, we will be able to include many church
families even if you will be out of town for
Christmas.

The time commitment to be a part of this year’s
program will be very minimal and you won’t
have to memorize any lines (or have any lines if
This year’s Christmas program is going to look very different and I you prefer). If you would like to be a part of the
am excited about the possible outcome. We will program, please contact Kris Adler-Brammer at
kadlerbrammer@eastridge.org for additional
be using a script that will be a combination of
details.
still photos, narration, and familiar Christmas
hymns. Because of the way this will be put to-

Advent At-Home Boxes
In order to help families continue with some of our Advent traditions, we will
have an Advent box available this year. Each box will have some Advent crafts
and activities along with devotions and readings to help observe and celebrate
the Advent season. The boxes will have things appropriate for all ages and will
be delivered prior to Thanksgiving. If you would like a box, please contact the
church office or Kris Adler-Brammer at kadlerbrammer@eastridge.org.
Per Capita: The official definition reads “Per capita is an opportunity for all communicant members
of the Presbyterian church through the governing bodies [mid councils] to participate equally, responsibly, and interdependently by sharing the cost of coordination and evaluation of mission; and
of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that identify a Reformed Church,
while at the same time strengthening the sense of community among all Presbyterians” (GA Minutes, Part I, 1995).
But it really just means giving to the church! When each individual doesn’t pay their per capita, it is up to the church
to cover it, which takes funds away from other ministries. This year, it is $ 45.10 per member.
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Youth Mission speakers around the country,
identify ways they can be inScholar
volved in their community, and
Program
discern God’s call in their life.
Youth Mission
The year-long experience will
Co is an organiconclude with a creative project
zation based in
of the scholar’s choosing that will
Asheville, NC. It began as the
be shared with Eastridge.
brainchild of Aimee & Bill BuThis year Hope
chanan (Presbyterian pastors) in
Shortridge will be
order to help young people unparticipating in this
derstand what mission means.
experience. Hope
It’s not just a week where young
has a heart for mispeople do things for those in
needs. It’s an organization that sion and currently serves on the
helps young people understand Food Pantry Board and the Hunwhat poverty and homelessness ger Action Committee. While at
Lefler Middle School, she also
are and its root causes.
assisted with the Lefler Food
Youth Mission Co has now exMarket each month. This scholar
panded, and they are offering a
program will continue to develop
year-long program called the Misher gifts of caring for those in
sion Scholar Program. This proneed as well as provide her with
gram is a “deep dive” into miseducation on some of our most
sion, justice education, and perimportant social concerns.
sonal Christian discernment for
Hope began this program in Sephigh school youth around the
tember and has this reflection to
country. They meet virtually
share:
once a month to hear from

“I decided to participate in this
program because I wanted to
further my knowledge and skills
about hunger insecurity and
ways that I can help to end it. It’s
a topic that’s special to my heart,
and I wanted to take this opportunity to not only grow with my
skills/knowledge but grow my
faith too. I’ve really enjoyed connecting with my peers in the
group (who are spread across
the country) and learning from
them as well as becoming a better person because of our discussions. They all have wise words
to share, and it’s interesting to
see their take on the discussions
we have from their specific location/situation and knowledge. I
hope to better my skills and
know more about how and what
I can do to help fight hunger insecurity. I’ve already noticed
growth in my faith, and I am excited to see where this program
leads me!”

Bistro Theology will take the months of
November and December off. Look for more
information for joining in discussion in 2021!
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The Food Bank of Lincoln is seeking volunteers to assist with various functions, including bag packing at the Food Bank as well as
at drive-thru mobile food distributions.

Susan (sbudler1@unl.edu, 402-326-9569) if
you are interested in being in the group, and
if you meet the requirements listed below
from the Food Bank website.

Our guest speaker on Sunday October 11,
Michaella Kumke, indicated that the Food
Bank would prefer that we sign up in groups
rather than as individuals. To that end, Kris
Brenneis and Susan Budler are hoping to
put together a group of volunteers, from
EPC or elsewhere if
needed, to volunteer at
Food Bank distribution
sites (there are various
sites around Lancaster
County) on a recurring
basis. Most likely we
would indicate a
monthly obligation, but
could increase or decrease frequency depending on the size of the group, and the
group’s preference and availability. There
are many different time frames for volunteer distributions, including evening
hours. Please contact Kris
(kbrenneis@yahoo.com, 402-730-7859) or

Requirements for all Volunteers:

Must wear a mask and gloves. Volunteers
are asked to provide your own mask. The
Food Bank will provide gloves (and masks if
you are unable to provide your own).
Must not be in a group considered high risk
Must feel well and healthy
and be symptom-free for at
least 48 hours before volunteering
Must be 18-59 years of age,
or 16/17 with an adult or approved adult chaperone
Must be able to safely lift up to 50 pounds
Must be able to provide own transportation
to/from assigned volunteer site(s)

Must be willing and able to take direction
Must value and demonstrate compassion to
all guests, staff and other volunteers

We’re looking for YOUR reasons to be thankful during this time! Let the office know
ways you have been blessed by your relationships and worship at Eastridge Presbyterian
Church during this COVID-19 time. Send an email or a note!
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for our Christmas Eve services! Have you sung in the
congregational pop-up choir
for “Still, Still, Still”? Like to
sing “Silent Night” with our traditional candle lighting? We would love you to be a part of these traditions this year as we prepare for online worship on
Christmas Eve. I would like for as many of us to join
together in creating a virtual choir for both of these
pieces. The process is quite simple! Please reach out
to me (Brian) if you would like to learn more about
how to contribute to these musical songs that we
cherish so much each Christmas Eve.

“Peace Transcends Borders”
Coming in December! Watch for more information on the Peace Light. The traditional
passing of the
Peace Light will
be different this
year, due to
COVID-19.
Watch the December newsletter and an upcoming Lamp for
more information.

We have now added Sunday nights (once a
month...the fourth Sunday) to our Gathering
Place schedule. So, if you
tried to sign up and it was
full, head back to the sign up below!
http://bit.ly/Gatheringplace

The music ministry of our Eastridge Hospice
Singers has been able to continue during the
pandemic even though we have not been able
to personally visit those who have requested our presence
during their end-of-life journey. Since the beginning of April,
Karen Shelton, Dori Bush and myself have been providing virtual singing visits for 6-8 people each week from the comfort
of our homes. Using the technology of Skype, FaceTime and
Duo, our virtual singing visits are made possible with the assistance of staff members from various residential facilities in
and around Lincoln where our friends in hospice live or have
lived. Even though providing our visits virtually isn’t the most
ideal situation, we continue to feel our musical impact is still
being fully experienced with blessings being felt on “both
sides of the compute screen”. For this we are extremely
thankful and always humbled. To request and schedule a virtual singing visit for a family member or a friend who are in
hospice care, feel free to contact me at
epc.hospice.singers@gmail.com or 402-432-8353. You may
also contact the church office at 402-488-7844.
Patty Niemann, Coordinator Eastridge Hospice Singers
Bringing the peace and comfort of music to those journeying
through hospice care.

Pop-Up Pause is on the move…
inside! Due to the changing
weather, Pop-Up Pause will now
be on Facebook Live only. Our pastors will still pop-up in
different parts of our community, but may not be able to be
outside. Continue to join us on Facebook Live for our midweek prayer reflection Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.

Worship with us! Join us for LIVE worship every Sunday at 10 am on Youtube and Facebook, or this NEW
WAY TO JOIN: call (402) 372-5480. Miss us on Sunday? Worship services are available on Youtube & Facebook, or
(402) 372-5480 all week.
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always looking for more writers for our online
and emailed devotion ministry! If you would
like to write occasionally or
monthly,
please send an
email to the
office! This is an
ongoing, fivedays-a-week
ministry that
blesses many!

Angel Tree at

Join us this November for our
after worship fireside chats LIVE on Sunday mornings!
Special guests at 10 am worship in November:

Josh Hanshaw, Habitat of Humanity, Lincoln
(November 8); Rev. Cecelia Armstrong, Associate Pastor of St. James PCUSA, Charleston, SC. (EPW speaker
on November 22)

3) Cedars: offers services to children/families in crisis.
Virtual shopping list will be available online Nov. 16.

Eastridge:

https://cedarskids.org/how-you-can-help/holiday-giving/
holiday-gift-drive.html.

Holiday Giving

Choose “holiday giving” on the menu at left on your
screen.
Because we are dealing with the pandemic, we are recon- 4) Presbyterian Giving Catalog: go to the site:
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/
figuring the way we give to this program. We have
Follow directions to give.

worked with three agencies and one school so you can
give in safe ways.

Gift cards to Clinton or Aging Partners are due by Decem-

1) Clinton Elementary: Give $25 gift cards for Target or ber 14. You may do one of these three things: 1) put your
Walmart with a goal of 25 cards (see end of this arti- donation in the black inbox just outside office, or 2) mail
cle)
2) Aging Partners: they offer programs and services to

to the church, or 3) send a check to the office and we will
buy the cards on your behalf.

older adults. Give a gift card of $ 25-$40 of your

If you have any question, contact Susan Taylor at

choice—Walmart, HyVee or Super Saver with a goal

402-617-8414 or 402-488-6477.

of 30 (see end of this article)
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EPC Book Club: Our November pick is
“The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk
Kidd. Join us at 7:00 pm on Monday, November 9 via Zoom to discuss the book.
Zoom link will be emailed to those wishing to participate!

Decembe
Rev. Dr. Melodie Jones Pointon…..…...…...Senior Pastor
r 2013

Rev. Thomas Dummermuth……..……...Associate Pastor
Kris Adler-Brammer…..…Youth and Children’s Ministries
Donna Gustafson…………...…………..…Office Manager
Andy Kalnins………………….Night/Weekend Custodian
Dr. Brian Lew………………...Director of Music Ministries

UPDATE on the status of our $ 10,000 fund match:
As of now, Eastridge has received over
$ 23,000 toward the fund match! We are so thankful for your contributions and your uplifting notes.
The Eastridge staff is humbled and grateful for your
overwhelming support of our ministries here.

Brent Shaw………………………………...……...Organist
Will McGuire…………………..…...……...Worship Leader
Vince Ruhl……………..………….Audio/Visual Technician
Jennifer Russell……………………...…………….Nursery
Office number………….…….………..…….402-488-7844
Melodie Jones Pointon: mjonespointon@eastridge.org
Thomas Dummermuth: tdummermuth@eastridge.org

For so many of us during the holidays, the magnitude of our
weary world weighs on our hearts and minds. We wrestle
with chronic pain, broken relationships, shattered dreams,
fragile faith, and unexpected losses. Our grief and sorrow
feel stark against the backdrop of festivity and joy that everyone else seems to be feeling. Observing Advent and
Christmas in a world still struggling with pandemic illness
means that grief, trauma, depression, and more are compounded by added anxiety and uncertainty.

JOIN US FOR A FOUR-WEEK
ADVENT STUDY SERIES BASED ON
A Weary World: Reflections for a
Blue Christmas, by Kathy Escobar
On Mondays during Advent,
9-10 AM via Zoom
Starting November 30
A personal copy of the book can be purchased
through the church, if desired. Fore more info, contact Pastor Thomas
tdummermuth@eastridge.org
402-488-7844

This year our church will use the season of Advent to facilitate conversation and cultivate an encouraging environment for all who struggle during the holiday season. The
goal of this group study will be to enact in our lives the four
central themes of the book: honoring reality, practicing
honesty, embracing paradox, and borrowing hope.

Sign up now: http://bit.ly/wearyworld
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