Energy Coalition Meets with Healey Administration

You may know that the Chamber is a member of the Masachusetts Coalition for Sustainable Energy (MCSE), a group of employer organizations, chambers, building trades and others. 

You should also know that the Commonwealth has embarked on an aggressive plan to reduce carbon emissions to "net zero" by 2050 including a plan to transition away from the use of fossil fuels in buildings. 

MCSE recently met with members of the Healey administration including Economic Development Secretary, Yvonne Hao, Housing and Livable Communities Secretary, Edward Augustus, 
Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary, Rebecca Tepper, Elizabeth Mahony,
Commissioner DOER and other officials 
regarding the potential impact of proposed DEP Clean Heat rules and DPU 20-80 Proceedings
on Housing Production & Priorities.

Why? Because while we support the intent of these policies, we are greatly concerned about their feasibility and the potential cost burden that will be born by businesses and consumers.

The Coalition discussed the impact of clean heat and other proposals on housing, energy costs, and the electric grid in Massachusetts. Various members of the group expressed their concerns and perspectives on the proposed measures. 

Here's a summary of the key points:

· The Coalition is dedicated to addressing the climate crisis and aims to be a valuable partner in rule development.

· The proposal should include a quantification of the range and likely new costs associated with the program. This information is crucial for builders and end-users.

· The proposal should incorporate decarbonization incentives for technologies that reduce carbon, including enhanced use of biogas and hydrogen, which were not included in the draft.

· The current proposal is written as a zero-carbon target, not a net-zero carbon target, leading to a significant cost differential that might burden building owners and residents.

· New electric mandates are straining the electric grid, making the switch to electricity challenging in some cases. Clean power generation is not keeping up with demand, resulting in the use of dirty fuels.

· At the same time the state is trying to encourage more housing, current barriers such as high energy costs, high interest rates, and workforce shortages already exist.

· It was noted that the Coalition has retained a consultant to assist with modeling efforts related to projected costs and emissions reductions. The Coalition is willing to share this work with the relevant authorities.

In all it was a productive meeting with the administration and provided them with a number of meaningful issues to consider as they move toward their energy goals.
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