
 
Frequently Asked Questions—Solar Project 

 
 

1. Why are we doing the Solar Project?   
There are at least four reasons to complete this project. 
a. To protect God’s creation by using solar energy rather than burning fossil 

fuels 
b. To show leadership in the Christian community and with other businesses. 
c. To raise awareness among ourselves and our children and grandchildren of 

climate change and alternate forms of energy. 
d. To take advantage of a good investment opportunity. 

 
2. Why now?  

a.  Over a year ago a committee of representatives of the five Open Door 
churches was formed. 

b. The committee has completed the work to apply for and be awarded 3 
grants covering over 60% of the total cost of the project. 

c. The grants require that the project be completed in 2020.  We are ready to 
proceed, so the best time is NOW! 

 
3. Which of the Open Door Churches are involved in the Solar Project? 

a. FUMC/MICAH 91kW * *This is the maximum  
b. Clear Lake  20kW*  electrical output for the  
c. Morningside  24kW*  array of solar panels at  
d. Trinity   22kW*  each location. 
e. Las Naciones  16kW* 

 
4. What are the environmental benefits of this project? 

a. By erecting these solar panels, we will be replacing the power now 
produced by PGE from polluting sources with clean solar power. 

b. This project may seem like a small effort up against a massive problem, 
and it is; however, there are some very significant numbers related to our 
project.  For example, over the next 25 years the project will keep over 
150 TONS of Carbon Dioxide from being injected into the atmosphere 
each and every year! 

 
5. How much will we save, and when will we start saving? 

a. The savings are estimated to be $24,000/year spread over the five 
churches roughly proportional to the kW produced. 

b. This is a great return on a $100,000 cash investment, and it is expected to 
grow modestly over the 25-year life of the panels. 

c. Installation is estimated to be in March or April of 2020 depending upon 
the location of the panels when they are ordered and the success of the 
campaign. 

 



 
6. What if a church closes before the 25 years elapse? 

a. When the campaign ends successfully, the whole project will be paid for, 
and each church building will be more valuable because of the 
improvements. 
 

7. Can I pledge an amount and pay over time? 
a. Because the money to pay the suppliers and the contractor will be due in 

February and May respectively, it is preferred to receive gifts in the first 
quarter of 2020. 

b. If you feel strongly about giving, and you would be able to make a more 
substantial donation by giving monthly for 5 months, your contributions 
will be gratefully accepted between January and May. 

c. If you decide to do a monthly pledge, please turn in a giving card showing 
your intention.  

 
8. Is each church responsible for raising its own share of the $100,000?   

a. We hope that members of all the churches will want to participate, but this 
is an Open Door fundraiser, and we will not be “keeping score” by church. 

b. Each contribution will be recorded toward the whole. 
 

9. Who is on the committee? Is there representation from all the churches 
involved? 

Yes! All five churches are represented: 
a. Clear Lake—Roger Burgess and Donald Knapp 
b. Morningside—Fred Cooper 
c. Trinity—Pat Gillespie, Paul Hampson, Chris Clark 
d. Las Naciones—Arturo Fernandez 
e. FUMC—David Cox, David Smedema, Paul Blake, Dennis Gallacher, Bob 

McDonnell, Chuck Hudkins 
 

10. If I have more questions, who should I contact? 
a. If you have a technical question about the solar panels, the size of the 

project, or the installation, please contact David Cox at 503-375-7375. 
b. If you have a question about the fund raising, please call Chuck Hudkins 

at 503-999-0457. 
c. If you have a specific question about your church, please contact one of 

the committee members.  See 9. above. 


