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WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 

 
Ascension offers a place of comfort, hope, and peace of mind. We are dedicated to spreading the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. We are a welcoming and affirming community; we believe God accepts people of every race, culture, age, 
ability, gender, sexual orientation, educational level and economic status... and so must we.  

The only Episcopal church in Frankfort, Ascension is grounded in scripture, tradition, and reason. We hold God’s 
word as sacred, follow the Book of Common Prayer in our worship, and respect the capacity of individuals to explore 
and discern the truth of God. We invite you to join us, and look forward to meeting you! 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: Children of all ages are truly welcome and encouraged to attend all church services 
with their parents. We understand that they have wiggles and need to move around, and we welcome them as part of 
our worship (noise included!). For the safety of all in our public space, never leave children unattended. 

RESTROOMS are at the end of the main hallway (head for the choir stalls, then turn right). A gender-neutral, 
accessible restroom with a baby-changing table is in the middle of that hallway.  

KEEP IN TOUCH: If you would like someone from the church to contact you, we invite you to fill out a Visitor 
Card (available in your pew or from an usher). To receive our weekly online newsletter, either put your email address 
on a Visitor Card, or send us an email to info@ascensionfrankfort.org and we will add you to our list.  We invite you 
to use your smartphone to check in at Ascension on our main Facebook page and also to check out our active 
Facebook group to see, share and discuss photos, events, announcements and more. Visit our web site at 
www.ascensionfrankfort.org to see our service schedules, event calendar, announcements, and to find more 
information about what we believe. 

THE PLACE OF WORSHIP: As you enter our church, you will find an atmosphere of worship and reverence. The 
focus of worship in the Episcopal Church is the altar or holy table, and the cross. On and near the altar you will find 
candles to remind us that Christ is the “light of the world” (John 8:12). On both sides at the front of our church, your 
will see a lectern or a pulpit. On your right is the lectern where you will see and hear members of our congregation 
come forward and read from the Scriptures chosen for the service. The preacher usually stands at the pulpit on your 
left. 

THE ACT OF WORSHIP: Episcopal or Anglican church services are congregational, or participatory. An usher will 
hand you a printed program that describes each step in the service. In your pew you will find the Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP), which enables you and the rest of the congregation to share fully in every service. You will also find 
Hymnals and Bibles in your pew. You may wonder when to stand or kneel; take your cue from the bulletin and those 
around you, as you are comfortable. Abbreviations used in our bulletin include:  

• BCP – for the Book of Common Prayer (red book in your pew) 
• Hymn (in front of a number) – for Hymnal 1982 (blue book in your pew) 
• S (in front of a number) –Service Music, located in the front section of Hymnal 1982 
• LEVAS – for Lift Every Voice and Sing (book not provided; music printed in bulletin) 
• WLP – for Wonder, Love and Praise (book not provided; music printed in bulletin) 

HOLY COMMUNION: The principal service in our church is the Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion). All baptized 
Christians (of any denomination) are welcome to receive Communion at God’s table; as your neighbors rise and go 
forward to partake, you may join them or not, according to your preference. To receive Communion, come forward 
and stand or kneel at the altar rail. As you kneel at the altar rail, you will be given a consecrated wafer and sip of wine. 
You may dip the wafer into the wine (called intinction), if you prefer that to drinking from the communal cup. We do 
use alcoholic wine, which is blessed as the blood of Christ for Holy Communion. If you prefer to receive a blessing 
in lieu of Holy Communion, come to the altar rail and so indicate by crossing your arms over your chest.  
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST ∙ RITE II 
 

Presider: The Rev. Peter Doddema, Priest      Co-Presider: The Rev. Dr. William G. Brown, Assisting Priest Emeritus       
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Rebecca A. Saager, Curate 

Organist: John Martin, Director of Music 
 

Do not say responses or sing aloud (due to COVID restrictions still in place).  

 
 Voluntary Elegy (for those whom we have lost) George Thalben-Ball 

 Hymn Christ the Lord is risen again!  Hymnal 184 
          Christ ist erstanden Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud 
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The Word of God 
 Opening Acclamation 
             Presider: Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
              The Lord is risen, indeed. Alleluia. 

 The Collect for Purity Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 The Gloria   Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud S 280 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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First Lesson The Acts of the Apostles 3:12-19  

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had 
made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though 
he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.    To this we are 
witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 
strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus 
has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

After the Reading, the Reader says:  The Word of the Lord 
      Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm Psalm 4   Cum invocarem 

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?” 

Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the LORD. 

Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 Second Lesson The First Book of John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we 
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have 
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
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Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No 
one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known 
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is 
right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 After the Reading, the Reader says:  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

 Gospel Acclamation  

 

All stand.  

The Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying  

   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Holy Gospel  The Gospel According to Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

 After the Reading, the Deacon says:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 Sermon    The Rev. Peter Doddema 
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 The Nicene Creed   Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud BCP 358 

    We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation 
      he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
      and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
      he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again 
       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 The Prayers of the People (Form III)                  Standing   BCP 387 

 The Leader and People pray responsively   Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

  Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

During the fifty days of Eastertide, the General Confession will not be said. 

 The Peace Greet each other without touching, and maintain 6’ social distance.  BCP 360 
All stand.  

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
All Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in lieu of Holy Communion,  

come to the altar rail and so indicate by crossing your arms over your chest. 
All stand as the offering is carried forward to the altar. 

 Offertory   Improvisation on Victimae paschali laudes Robert Hebble 

 At the Presentation Presider   All things come of Thee, O God. 
            And of Thine Own have we given Thee. 

 The Great Thanksgiving  (Eucharistic Prayer A)  BCP 361 
The people remain standing.  

Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud 

The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 

 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 

  Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 Here a Proper Preface is sung or said. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Remain standing until the Sanctus is ended. 
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Sanctus                            Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud S 129 

 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;  
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,  
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son,  
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,  
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it;  
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People  Christ has died. 
   Christ is risen.  
   Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 The Lord’s Prayer      Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud BCP 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 Fraction Anthem   Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud S 169 

 

 
 
 
 

Continued on next page  
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 Communion Hymn Come, risen Lord   Hymnal 305 
    Rosedale Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud 
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Post Communion Prayer     BCP 365 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Lay Eucharistic Visitor Instruction    (if needed; see below)  

Benediction  

Hymn     That Easter Day with joy was bright Hymnal 193 
    Puer nobis Read all verses and responses silently, not aloud 

 
Dismissal    BCP 366 

Voluntary Fanfare  Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens 
 
 
 
 
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitor Instruction 
Presider/ In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts that  
  Deacon  that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s  
  Body and Blood.  

           We who are many are one body because we all share one bread and one cup. 
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THE HEALING LITURGY 

Anyone desiring to be anointed (for yourself or on behalf of another)  
please go to the chapel and wait in prayerful silence until the priest arrives to conduct the liturgy. 

V:  Savior of the world, by your cross and precious blood you have redeemed us.  
R:  Save us, and help us, we humbly beseech you, O Lord.  

At the invitation of the priest, each individual will step forward, whisper their request, and be anointed.  

In respect for the sacredness of the rite, all others will please maintain prayerful silence  
and an appropriate distance to allow privacy while the rite is administered.  

Each person please depart in silence after being anointed. 
 
 
 

DAILY OFFICE LECTIONARY:  
Week of 3 Easter, Year One - BCP 960 

 

 

 

 
Intercessions for the Church: St. Philip’s Church, Harrodsburg - The Rev. Bruce Boss, Priest.  
  
Recently in need of prayers: Allen; Bill; Correll; Darlene; Debbie; Faye & Steve; George; John; 
Kathy; Linda; Lynda; Marie; Marilyn; Michele and family; Mildred; Noreen; Ruth; Sue; the students 
and staff of Stewart Home School; and also the victims of recent flooding in our city and state.  
  
Continuing concern: Adrianna; Barbara; Dan; Dillard; Edith; Gillian; Ginni; Jinks; Mac; Mae & 
Frank; Mary; Melissa; Mike & Susie; and Polly. We also pray for those affected by the COVID 
pandemic, and for those on active duty in the military: Daniel, Houston, Nick, Seth, Tanner, and 
Walter. 
 
Thanksgivings: for blessings of the Easter Season, for vaccines; and for the ability to resume 
worshipping together in person.  
 
Birthdays: 4/21 - John Bullock, Tiffany Fletcher; 4/22 - Maggie Campbell. 
 

NOTICE: 
Part of the strength of this congregation is our care and concern for each other. Please help us to do 
this by letting the church office know when you are ill, hospitalized, or otherwise in need of prayer 
and/or visitation. We especially want to serve you during these times. Call 502-223-0557 (messages 
are checked Tuesday thru Friday) or email Deacon Rebecca, curate@ascensionfrankfort.org  

mailto:curate@ascensionfrankfort.org


14 

 

   PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMUNITY EVENTS   
 

SCHEDULING NOTES  
 

For the foreseeable future, Sunday worship will include both in-
person and online worship. If you are comfortable attending live 
worship at the church, it is held at 9:30 a.m. Once we have a larger 
number of people attending worship (and enough usher volunteers 
to take temperatures), we will return to our normal two services: 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

If you are not yet comfortable attending worship at the church, we invite you to attend live worship 
through our Facebook page. One of the clergy will lead Morning Prayer on Facebook each Sunday.  

We are working on getting the technology to broadcast our services live from the sanctuary. We are 
intentionally taking our time to select the right options at the best price possible. We will update you 
once we have more information about this. 

As we return to physically attending services inside the church, no advance registration is needed. But 
please remember that the pandemic is slowed, not gone, and everyone has not been vaccinated. Masks, 
signing in at the door, and social distancing are still required. Please check in personally with an usher 
when you arrive before taking a seat in the marked areas. Only the church itself will be open at this 
time. 

 

 

 
                       STEP RIGHT UP! 
 

It was wonderful to see so many of you during Holy week and on Easter 
Sunday, and to know that vaccinations are spreading quickly.  

Now that we are back to gathering for services on Sunday mornings, it is 
time to update the rotation list of folks willing to help with those services. 
Currently we are having only one service on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

For each Sunday morning service, we will need TWO ushers, ONE 
reader/lector and ONE crucifer. The plan is to have a rotating schedule. If 
you volunteer to be a reader, you will receive a copy of the Sunday readings 
via email before Sunday morning. Ushers will help to sign folks in so we 
have a record of attendance. Masks are still required for all.  

Please let me know if you are willing to help with one or more of these 
positions. I will develop and publish a schedule of rotation. Thank you! 

Rebecca  
The Rev. Deacon Rebecca Saager, Curate 
Email: curate@ascensionfrankfort.org 

 

mailto:curate@ascensionfrankfort.org

