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Description of the Presbyterian Logo 
 
The official seal of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was  adopted in 1985.  At first 
glance it looks like a cross.  But, it is intended to capture some of the important 
emphases of the Reformed tradition.  The following information is adapted from the 
PCUSA website. 

 

The Seal: A Closer Look 
 
 
 
 
 The Cross  

 
The seal of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)is a symbolic statement of the church's 
heritage, identity, and mission in contemporary form. Its power depends on both its 
simplicity and complexity, as well as its traditional and enduring qualities. 

The basic symbols in the seal are the cross, Scripture, the dove, and flames. The 
dominant structural and theological element in the design is the cross — the universal 
and most ecumenical symbol of the Christian church. The cross represents the 
incarnate love of God in Jesus Christ and his passion and resurrection. Because of its 
association with Presbyterian history, the Celtic cross was chosen as a model for this 
contemporary rendering of the ancient symbol. 

The Bible 

 
In experimenting with the basic lines and shapes of the cross, the contour of a book 
began to emerge in the horizontal section, and the two center lines of the cross became 



the representation of an open book. This integration of the horizontal dimensions of the 
cross with the book motif highlights the emphasis which the Reformed tradition has 
placed on the role of Scripture as a means of knowing God's word. 

  

 
 
 
The Dove (Holy Spirit) 

 
The slightly-flared shape of the Celtic cross also makes possible the transforming of the 
uppermost section into the shape of a descending dove. As a symbol of the Holy Spirit, 
the dove is intimately tied to the representation of the Bible, affirming the role of the 
Spirit in both inspiring and interpreting Scripture in the life of the church. The dove also 
symbolizes Christ's baptism by John and the peace and wholeness which his death and 
resurrection bring to a broken world. 

  

The Lectern with Bible on it 

 
Beneath the image of the book is the suggestion of a lectern or pulpit, which captures 
the important role of preaching in the history of Presbyterian worship. 



 
The Flames 

 
Integrated into the lower part of the design are flames which form an implied triangle, a 
traditional symbol of the Trinity. The flames themselves convey a double meaning: a 
symbol of revelation in the Old Testament when God spoke to Moses from the burning 
bush and a suggestion of the beginning of the Christian church when Christ manifested 
himself to his apostles at Pentecost and charged them to be messengers of the good 
news of God's love. 

 The Triangle 

 

The triangle also suggests the nature of Presbyterian government, with its concern for 
balance and order, dividing authority between ministers of the Word and laypersons and 
between different governing bodies. This understanding of the church was based in part 
on an important idea in Reformed theology, the covenant, which God establishes with 
people to affirm God's enduring love and to call us to faith and obedience to Jesus 
Christ. 
 



 
 
 The Fish and the Chalice (& Baptismal Font) 

 
Looking more closely at some of the visual components of the design, viewers may 
discover elements that seem to fuse with some of the more obvious theological 
symbols. In the shape of the descending dove, for example, one might also discern in 
the body of the bird, the form of a fish, an early-Christian sign for Christ, recalling his 
ministry to those who hunger. For some, the overall design evokes the calligraphy of 
Hebrew and Greek manuscripts. Others have seen a baptismal font or a communion 
chalice (cup). 

 In 1 Corinthians, Paul described the church as a body with many members, illustrating 
the pluralism of the church and the many gifts which God gives to its members. So also 
the seal's individual parts, when taken together, form an encompassing visual and 
symbolic unity, while not exhausting the richness of possible interpretations. 

https://oga.pcusa.org/section/stated-clerk/stated-clerk/seal/ 

 

History  
 
Being Presbyterian refers to a theological heritage started by Martin Luther and 
refined by John Calvin. 
 
The roots of the Presbyterian Church go all the way back to Protestant Reformation, led 
by Martin Luther. In 1517, Martin Luther nailed 95 “theses” or questions for discussion 
on the church door (the town bulletin board) of his town in Wittenburg, Germany. 
Because of the recent invention of the printing press, within two weeks Luther’s 
disagreements with existing church doctrine were circulating all over Europe. The 
Protestant Reformation had begun. 

The new reforms within the church soon attracted a bright young student in France, 
named John Calvin. Calvin, a lawyer by trade, wrote a brilliant articulation of this 
“reformed” faith, at age 29. He called it, The Institutes of the Christian Religion. People 
now refer to it as Calvin’s Institutes. His work attracted great attention because of its 

https://oga.pcusa.org/section/stated-clerk/stated-clerk/seal/


insight, depth, and clarity. Calvin eventually would settle in the town of Geneva, 
Switzerland and become an important figure in the new reformation of the church. The 
Presbyterian Church today finds it theological roots in the writings of John Calvin. 

The first Presbyterian Church was organized in America in the early 1700’s in 
Philadelphia. Just preceding the Civil War, the church broke into two separate 
denominations, which reunited in 1983. Our denomination’s official name is the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). This is the “mainline” Presbyterian denomination a body 
of 2.6 million believers in 11,000 congregations. 

Martin Luther thought the greatest danger to the Christian’s life was legalism. John 
Calvin believed the greatest danger was idolatry, the pursuit of, longing for, and trust in 
things and persons in place of God. 

 

Form of Church Government 
 
The word “Presbyterian” comes from the Bible, from the Greek word for “elder.” The 
Presbyterian denomination takes its name from its form of church government, which is 
to be governed by elders. There are various types of church government, such as 
“hierarchical” – the Roman Catholic, Episcopal and Methodist churches; 
“congregational” – Baptist and Congregational churches; and “representative” – 
Presbyterian Churches. The Presbyterian Church is a representative form of church 
government in which the congregation elects church officers to lead the congregation. 
The Presbyterian Church is representative at every level – Congregations elect elders 
to serve on the Session, Sessions elect commissioners to go to Presbytery meetings, 
and Presbyteries elect commissioners to go to Synod and General Assembly meetings. 
Our nation’s government was patterned after the Presbyterian representative model. 
Elders in the Presbyterian Church seek to discern the will of God for a congregation and 
vote their conscience before God. Our congregation has three classes of four elders 
serving of a rotating basis. Congregational elections for new elders are held each year, 
generally in the fall. All members of the congregation are entitled to vote on the electing 
of their officers. The Vision Statement for Central’s Session is – “By example, to lead 
the congregation in the way of Jesus Christ.” 

https://scfaith.org/history/ 
 

What Presbyterians Believe 
 

Presbyterians Are: 

• Protestant. We come from the protestant Reformation that began in the 
1500’s with the theological thought of Martin Luther and John Calvin. 

• Reformed and always reforming. We try to always reform our life and 
practice, both individually and corporately, according to the teachings of 
scriptures. 

https://scfaith.org/history/


• Elected by God’s grace. We believe we have been chosen by God’s grace. 
However, this election is not primarily for privilege, but rather for service. It 
leads us to gratitude and assurance in our faith, and is best recognized in 
retrospect. 

• Saved to share the good news with the world around us. Missions have 
always been a strong emphasis of our denomination. 

• Bible centered. The scriptures of the Old and New Testament are our only 
authoritative guide for faith and life. 

• Yielded to God for God’s work in the world. This means being good 
stewards of God’s creation. It means working for peace and justice. We seek 
to change unjust social structures where they exist. 

• Thinkers of our faith. We believe that God has given us minds to use for his 
service. We believe that the life of the mind is a service to God. Therefore, we 
study our faith in order to love God with our mind, as well as our heart and 
soul. 

• Encouraged by what we believe God can do. Presbyterians tend to balance 
an undue pessimism about the world with a sense that, with God, all things 
are possible. We pray for and work for the kingdom of God in the world, 
knowing that all good things ultimately come from God. 

• Relying on God’s grace by faith for our salvation. It is not our works, nor 
our righteousness that saves us. Our salvation is by God’s grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ. No matter how much good we do, we are always sinners 
saved by grace. 

• Inspired to worship God in all we do. Worship is our #1 priority. Our primary 
reason for existence is to “glorify God and enjoy him forever”. We make 
personal prayer a priority and regularly gather to worship with God’s people. 

• Attached to one another by bonds of love. Every person matters to God. 
Every person’s gift is needed in the church. Everyone is of value and worth in 
God’s sight. We believe that the church is built up by the exercise of God’s 
peoples’ spiritual gifts therefore we encourage everyone to find a place to 
serve. 

• Never afraid to adjust our organizational practices in order to share the 
gospel more effectively. We are slow to change our theology, but quick to 
change our practices when it helps us take the unchanging gospel into a 
rapidly changing world. 

 
Presbyterians Principles 
 
Presbyterians believe in a sovereign God. 
The Presbyterian Church has a strong view of the majesty, power, and omnipotence of 
God. This informs many things we do. Our worship is reverent and seeks to focus our 
hearts and minds on God. We believe God works in peoples’ hearts in God’s own timing 
and therefore we do not try to orchestrate the when’s and how’s of people’s salvation. 
The belief in a sovereign God is also foundational to the difficult and often 
misunderstood doctrine of predestination. Predestination states, simply put, that God 



chooses us first before we ever even think about responding to God. God’s choice and 
our response complete our salvation. 
Presbyterians are formed and reformed by the Bible. 
Presbyterians believe in the Bible and use it as the unique and authoritative guide for 
how to live and what to believe. The sermons on Sunday try to explain and interpret the 
Bible rather than the preacher’s latest ideas. We encourage people to read the Bible in 
their own devotional times and participate in group-settings such as Sunday School and 
Wednesday evening classes. For Presbyterians the Bible is not just to be read by 
preachers and scholars. We believe that the Bible is so clear, in its major themes and 
principles, that everybody can understand the story of salvation, primarily by reading the 
Bible in a regular and consistent discipline. 
Presbyterians are a people of community. 
Presbyterians believe that you cannot live the Christian life effectively apart from other 
people. God has given us the church for our mutual support, correction, and 
encouragement. We need a relationship with other Christians in order to be all that God 
intends us to be. This is one of the reasons the Presbyterian Church has a connectional 
form of church government. Through the Presbyteries, Synods, and the General 
Assembly each local congregation stays connected to the larger church. It is also one of 
the reasons we work together in teams for ministry. We need to do the work of Christ 
with other people. We believe God calls people to be connected with a local 
congregation and church membership is the way we recognize and celebrate that 
calling. 
Presbyterians are a people of mission. 
Presbyterians believe that we cannot simply live in our own sheltered world. God has 
called us to take the gospel to the entire world. God has called us to exhibit the kingdom 
of Christ to our community. The Presbyterian Church sends missionaries into all corners 
of the globe, through the regular offerings of local churches. Our denomination has 
been instrumental in taking the gospel to many other countries in this century. Each 
local congregation participates in mission activities in its specific community, on a 
national level, and on a global scale. Presbyterians have always looked outside 
themselves and their own concerns to work to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission. Today 
the mission field is also in our own backyard as we seek to share the gospel with the 
almost 50% of Americans not connected with any local church. 
Presbyterians are a people of the mind. 
Presbyterians believe that the mind is a terrible thing to waste. God has given us our 
minds as gracious gifts. Our reasoning faculties ought to be trained for the service of 
God. This is why ministers in the Presbyterian Church are held to the highest academic 
standards. It is why the training of elders and Sunday School teachers is so very 
important in the Presbyterian church. It is why we encourage everyone to grow in 
knowledge of the Bible, church history, theology, and an understanding of the spiritual 
disciplines of the Christian life. 
Presbyterians have two sacraments. 
The Presbyterian Church does not have many ceremonies and rituals. This is because 
we do not want to distract from the two most important ceremonies Christ left to the 
church, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe these are the only two ceremonies, 
which we call sacraments, which Christ instituted for the church throughout the ages. 



Baptism is administered only once as a sign of our forgiveness from sin and our 
entrance into the family of God. We administer baptism to infants and children in 
anticipation of their faith and with the promise of parents to raise them in the “training 
and instruction of the Lord.” We administer the Sacrament of Baptism to adults upon 
their public profession of faith. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is repeated often in 
the Presbyterian Church. Our congregation celebrates it on the first Sunday of every 
month. This ceremony reminds us, over and over, that we need the spiritual 
nourishment Christ brings to us and that Christ, our living Savior, is present with us, now 
and in the future. 
 
https://scfaith.org/history/ 
 
What Makes Us Unique 

What is unique about the Presbyterian Church? 
Presbyterians are distinctive in two major ways. They adhere to a pattern of religious 
thought known as Reformed theology and a form of government that stresses the 
active, representational leadership of both ministers and church members. 

Reformed theology 
What are human beings created to do? Reformed theology says that human beings are 
to “know God and enjoy [God] forever.” Theology is a way of thinking about God and 
God’s relation to the world. Reformed theology evolved during the 16th century religious 
movement known as the Protestant Reformation. 

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expresses the faith of the Reformed 
tradition. Central to this tradition is the affirmation of the majesty, holiness and 
providence of God who creates, sustains, rules and redeems the world in the freedom 
of sovereign righteousness and love. Related to this central affirmation of God’s 
sovereignty are other great themes of the Reformed tradition: 

• The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation. 
• Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the 
Word of God. 
• A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God’s 
creation. 
• The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls the people 
of God to work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in 
obedience to the Word of God. (Book of Order, G-2.0500) 

Church government 
 

https://scfaith.org/history/


 

A major contributor to Reformed theology was John Calvin, who converted from Roman 
Catholicism after training for the priesthood and in the law. In exile in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Calvin developed the Presbyterian pattern of church government, which 
vests governing authority primarily in elected members known as elders. The word 
Presbyterian comes from the Greek word for elder. 

Elders are chosen by the people. Together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, 
they exercise leadership, government, and discipline and have responsibilities for the 
life of a particular church as well as the church at large, including ecumenical 
relationships. They shall serve faithfully as members of the session (Book of Order, G-
10.0102). When elected as commissioners to higher governing bodies, elders 
participate and vote with the same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, 
and they are eligible for any office (Book of Order, G-6.0302). 

The body of elders elected to govern a particular congregation is called a session. They 
are elected by the congregation and in one sense are representatives of the other 
members of the congregation. On the other hand, their primary charge is to seek to 
discover and represent the will of Christ as they govern. Presbyterian elders are both 
elected and ordained. Through ordination they are officially set apart for service. They 
retain their ordination beyond their term in office. Ministers who serve the congregation 
are also part of the session. The session is the smallest, most local governing body. 
The other governing bodies are presbyteries, which are composed of several churches; 
synods, which are composed of several presbyteries; and the General Assembly, which 
represents the entire denomination. Elders and ministers who serve on these governing 
bodies are also called presbyters. Presbyteries and synods are also collectively referred 
to as mid councils. 

Presbyterian Mission Agency What makes us unique | Presbyterian Mission Agency 

“In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth 
praying, ‘Come, Lord Jesus.’” —From “A Brief Statement of Faith” 

At the core of Presbyterian identity is a secure hope in the grace of God in Jesus Christ, 
a hope that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, empowers us to live lives of gratitude: “In 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/what-makes-us-unique/


affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that he is 
its hope, and that the Church, as Christ’s body, is bound to his authority and thus free to 
live in the lively, joyous reality of the grace of God.” (Book of Order F-1.0204) 

This strong emphasis on the grace of God in Jesus Christ is our heritage from the 
founder of the Reformed tradition, John Calvin. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/what-
makes-us-unique/ 

 

What’s Presbyterian worship like? 
The following videos of Presbyterian worship might of be of some interest: 

01/12/2020 10:30am Worship Service at The Presbyterian Church of Bowling 
Green, KY - YouTube 

Tenth Presbyterian Church Worship Service 9/11/16 11AM: “Binding the Strong 
Man” - YouTube 

 

Worship in a Presbyterian congregation, in its shape and content, is determined by the 
pastor and the session, the church’s governing body. It generally includes prayer, 
music, Bible reading and a sermon based upon Scripture, prayers of intercession, 
personal response/offering, and the Sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

The constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) suggests that worship be ordered 
in terms of four major actions centered in the revelation of Jesus Christ: Gathering, 
Word, Sacrament, and Sending. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/what-makes-us-unique/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/what-makes-us-unique/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7J_QzvEklE&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7J_QzvEklE&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heXtE9-MWfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heXtE9-MWfo


Prayer. “Prayer is at the heart of worship. It is a gift from God, who desires dialogue 
and relationship with us. It is a posture of faith and a way of living in the world. Prayer is 
also the primary way in which we participate in worship. Christian prayer is offered 
through Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Faithful prayer is shaped by 
God’s Word in Scripture and inspires us to join God’s work in the world. 

There are many kinds of prayer—adoration, thanksgiving, confession, supplication, 
intercession, dedication. There are many ways to pray — listening and waiting for God, 
remembering God’s gracious acts, crying out to God for help, or offering oneself to God. 
Prayer may be spoken, silent, sung, or enacted in physical ways” (W-2.0202). 

Music. “The singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is a vital and ancient form of 
prayer. Singing engages the whole person, and helps to unite the body of Christ in 
common worship. The congregation itself is the church’s primary choir; the purpose of 
rehearsed choirs and other musicians is to lead and support the congregation in the 
singing of prayer. Special songs, anthems, and instrumental music may also serve to 
interpret the Word and enhance the congregation’s prayer. Furthermore, many of the 
elements of the service of worship may be sung. Music in worship is always to be an 
offering to God, not merely an artistic display, source of entertainment, or cover for 
silence.” (W-2.0202). 

Scripture.“The Scriptures bear witness to the Word of God, revealed most fully in Jesus 
Christ, the Word who ‘became flesh and lived among us’ (John 1:14). Where the Word 
is read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the living Word is present by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore, reading, hearing, preaching, and affirming the Word are central to 
Christian worship and essential to the Service for the Lord’s Day. 

A minister of the Word and Sacrament is responsible for the selection of Scriptures to 
be read in public worship. Selected readings are to be drawn from both Old and New 
Testaments, and over a period of time should reflect the broad content and full message 
of Scripture. Selections for readings should be guided by the rhythms of the Christian 
year, events in the world, and pastoral concerns in the local congregation. Lectionaries 
ensure a broad range of biblical texts as well as consistency and connection with the 
universal Church” (W-3.0301). 

Preaching. “A sermon, based on the Scripture(s) read in worship, proclaims the good 
news of the risen Lord and presents the gift and calling of the gospel. Through the 
sermon, we encounter Jesus Christ in God’s Word, are equipped to follow him more 
faithfully, and are inspired to proclaim the gospel to others through our words and 
deeds. The sermon may conclude with prayer, an ascription of praise, or a call to 
discipleship. In keeping with the ministry of Word and Sacrament, a teaching elder† 
ordinarily preaches the sermon. 

Other forms of proclamation include song, drama, dance, visual art, and testimony. Like 
the sermon, these are to illuminate the Scripture(s) read in worship and communicate 
the good news of the gospel. When these forms of proclamation are employed, worship 



leaders should connect them with the witness of the Scripture(s) to the Triune God” (W-
3.0305) 

Intercession. In response to the Word, we pray for the world God so loves — joining 
Christ’s own ministry of intercession and the sighs of the Spirit, too deep for words. 
These prayers are not the work of a single leader, but an act of the whole congregation 
as Christ’s royal priesthood. We affirm our participation in the prayer through our ‘amen’ 
and other responses” (W-3.0308) 

 

Offering. “Christian life is an offering of one’s self to God. In the Lord’s Supper we are 
presented with the costly self-offering of Jesus Christ for the life of the world. As those 
who have been claimed and set free by his grace, we respond with gratitude, offering 
him our lives, our spiritual gifts, and our material goods. Every service of worship shall 
include an opportunity to respond to Christ’s call to discipleship through self-offering. 
The gifts we offer express our stewardship of creation, demonstrate our care for one 
another, support the ministries of the church, and provide for the needs of the poor” (W-
3.0411). 

Sacraments. “The Sacraments are the Word of God enacted and sealed in the life of 
the Church, the body of Christ. They are gracious acts of God, by which Christ Jesus 
offers his life to us in the power of the Holy Spirit. They are also human acts of 
gratitude, by which we offer our lives to God in love and service. The Sacraments are 
both physical signs and spiritual gifts, including words and actions, surrounded by 
prayer, in the context of the Church’s common worship. They employ ordinary things—
the basic elements of water, bread, and wine — in proclaiming the extraordinary love of 
God. The Reformed tradition recognizes the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper (also called Eucharist or Holy Communion) as having been instituted by the 
Lord Jesus Christ through the witness of the Scriptures and sustained through the 
history of the universal Church” (W-3.0401). 

Sacraments 
Denominations often differ over what they recognize as sacraments. Some recognize as 
many as seven sacraments, others have no sacraments in the life of the church. The 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has two sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

“The first Christians, following Jesus, took three primary elements of life—water, bread, 
and wine—as symbols of God’s self-offering to us and our offering of ourselves to God. 
We have come to call them Sacraments: signs of God’s gracious action and our grateful 
response. Through the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, God claims us 
as people of the covenant and nourishes us as members of Christ’s body; in turn, we 
pledge our loyalty to Christ and present our bodies as a living sacrifice of praise” (W-
1.0204). 



Baptism. “Baptism is the sign and seal of our incorporation into Jesus Christ. In his own 
baptism, Jesus identified himself with sinners—yet God claimed him as a beloved Son 
and sent the Holy Spirit to anoint him for service. In his ministry, Jesus offered the gift of 
living water. Through the baptism of his suffering and death, Jesus set us free from the 
power of sin forever. After he rose from the dead, Jesus commissioned his followers to 
go and make disciples, baptizing them and teaching them to obey his commands. The 
disciples were empowered by the outpouring of the Spirit to continue Jesus’ mission 
and ministry, inviting others to join this new way of life in Christ. As Paul wrote, through 
the gift of Baptism we are ‘dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 6:11)” 
(W-3.0402). 

“Baptism enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s redeeming grace offered to 
all people. Baptism is at once God’s gift of grace, God’s means of grace, and God’s call 
to respond to that grace. Through Baptism, Jesus Christ calls us to repentance, 
faithfulness, and discipleship. Through Baptism, the Holy Spirit gives the Church its 
identity and commissions the Church for service in the world” (W-3.0402). 

“The water used for Baptism should be from a local source, and may be applied with the 
hand, by pouring, or through immersion” (W-3.0407). 

“God’s faithfulness to us is sure, even when human faithfulness to God is not. God’s 
grace is sufficient; therefore Baptism is not repeated. There are many times in worship, 
however, when we may remember the gift of our baptism and acknowledge the grace of 
God continually at work in us. These may include: profession of faith; when participating 
in another’s baptism; when joining or leaving a church; at an ordination, installation, or 
commissioning; and at each celebration of the Lord’s Supper” (W-3.0402). 

“As there is one body, there is one Baptism. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
recognizes all baptisms by other Christian churches that are administered with water 
and performed in the name of the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” (W-3.0402). 



 

Lord’s Supper. “The Lord’s Supper (or Eucharist) is the sign and seal of our 
communion with the crucified and risen Lord. Jesus shared meals with his followers 
throughout his earthly life and ministry—common suppers, miraculous feasts, and the 
covenant commemorations of the people of God. Jesus spoke of himself as the bread of 
life, and the true vine, in whom we are branches. On the night before his death, Jesus 
shared bread and wine with his disciples. He spoke of the bread and wine as his body 
and blood, signs of the new covenant and told the disciples to remember him by 
keeping this feast. On the day of his resurrection, Jesus made himself known to his 
disciples in the breaking of the bread. The disciples continued to devote themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, prayers, and the common meal. As Paul wrote, when 
we share the bread and cup in Jesus’ name, ‘we who are many are one body’ (1 Cor. 
10:17)” (W-3.0409). 

“The Lord’s Supper enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s sustaining grace 
offered to all people. The Lord’s Supper is at once God’s gift of grace, God’s means of 
grace, and God’s call to respond to that grace. Through the Lord’s Supper, Jesus Christ 
nourishes us in righteousness, faithfulness, and discipleship. Through the Lord’s 
Supper, the Holy Spirit renews the Church in its identity and sends the Church to 
mission in the world” (W-3.0409). 

“When we gather at the Lord’s Supper the Spirit draws us into Christ’s presence and 
unites with the Church in every time and place. We join with all the faithful in heaven 
and on earth in offering thanksgiving to the triune God. We reaffirm the promises of our 
baptism and recommit ourselves to love and serve God, one another, and our neighbors 
in the world” (W-3.0409). 

“The opportunity to eat and drink with Christ is not a right bestowed upon the worthy, 
but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. All 



who come to the table are offered the bread and cup, regardless of their age or 
understanding. If some of those who come have not yet been baptized, an invitation to 
baptismal preparation and Baptism should be graciously extended. 

Worshipers prepare themselves to celebrate the Lord’s Supper by putting their trust in 
Christ, confessing their sin, and seeking reconciliation with God and one another. Even 
those who doubt may come to the table in order to be assured of God’s love and grace 
in Jesus Christ” (W-3.0409). 

“The Lord’s Supper shall be celebrated as a regular part of the Service for the Lord’s 
Day, preceded by the proclamation of the Word, in the gathering of the people of God. 
When local circumstances call for the Lord’s Supper to be celebrated less frequently, 
the session may approve other schedules for celebration, in no case less than quarterly. 
If the Lord’s Supper is celebrated less frequently than on each Lord’s Day, public notice 
is to be given at least one week in advance so that all may prepare to receive the 
Sacrament” (W-3.0409). 

Infant baptism 
 
The Bible declares that God claimed humanity as God’s own “before the foundation of 
the world” (Ephesians 1:4). 

“Both believers and their children are included in God’s covenant love. The baptism of 
believers witnesses to the truth that God’s gift of grace calls for our grateful response. 
The baptism of our young children witnesses to the truth that God claims people in love 
even before they are able to respond in faith. These two forms of witness are one and 
the same Sacrament” (W-3.0402). 

Though a person may be baptized at any age, infant baptism is a common practice in 
the Presbyterian Church. Parents bring their child to church, where they publicly declare 
their desire for that child to be baptized. When an infant or child is baptized the church 
commits itself to nurture the child in faith. When adults are baptized they make a public 
profession of faith. 

“The Sacrament of Baptism holds a deep reservoir of theological meaning, including: 
dying and rising with Jesus Christ; pardon, cleansing, and renewal; the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; incorporation into the body of Christ; and a sign of the realm of God. The 
Reformed tradition understands Baptism to be a sign of God’s covenant. The water of 
Baptism is linked with the waters of creation, the flood, and the exodus. Baptism thus 
connects us with God’s creative purpose, cleansing power, and redemptive promise 
from generation to generation. Like circumcision, a sign of God’s gracious covenant with 
Israel, Baptism is a sign of God’s gracious covenant with the Church. In this new 
covenant of grace God washes us clean and makes us holy and whole. Baptism also 
represents God’s call to justice and righteousness, rolling down like a mighty stream, 
and the river of the water of life that flows from God’s throne” (W-3.0402). 



Presbyterians do not require a person to be entirely immersed in water during baptism; 
the water may be administered by lifting with the hand or pouring from a vessel. 
Baptism is received only once. Its effect is not tied to the moment when it is 
administered, for it signifies the beginning of life in Christ, not its completion. The 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) believes that persons of other denominations are part of 
one body of Christian believers; therefore, it recognizes and accepts baptisms by other 
Christian churches. 

“Baptism is ordinarily celebrated on the Lord’s Day in the gathering of the people of 
God. The presence of the covenant community bears witness to the one body of Christ, 
into whom we are baptized. When circumstances call for the administration of Baptism 
apart from public worship, the congregation should be represented by one or more 
members” (W-3.0402). 

Predestination 

 



Predestination is a teaching to which some Christians have adhered, including the 
Reformed theologian, John Calvin. While the doctrine of predestination has sometimes 
been hotly disputed, it belongs within the larger context of John Calvin’s teachings 
about God’s grace. 

Calvin argued from Scripture that God has “predestined” or “elected” some people to be 
saved in Jesus Christ and others not to be. He insisted, nonetheless, that we could be 
sure only of our own salvation; we were never in a position to judge whether or not 
another person was saved. As the Second Helvetic Confession says,“We must hope 
well of all, and not rashly judge any man to be a reprobate” (5.055). 

For Calvin, the point of the doctrine of predestination was to remind us that God is free 
and gracious. There is nothing that we can do to earn God’s favor. Rather, our salvation 
comes from God alone. We are able to choose God because God first chose us. 

Properly understood, the doctrine of predestination frees us from speculating about who 
is saved and who is not. God has already taken care of these matters in the mystery of 
God’s own being. We are called to hear God’s good news in Jesus Christ and to trust in 
God through Jesus Christ. 

For the preaching of the Gospel is to be heard, and it is to be believed; and it is to be 
held as beyond doubt that if you believe and are in Christ, you are elected (Second 
Helvetic Confession, 5.059). 

The doctrine of predestination is to be held in harmony with the doctrine of [God’s] love 
to all mankind … [and] with the doctrine that God desires not the death of any sinner, 
but has provided in Christ a salvation sufficient for all (Amendment to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, 6.192). 

Presbyterian Mission Agency What makes us unique | Presbyterian Mission Agency 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/what-makes-us-unique/

	The Seal: A Closer Look
	What is unique about the Presbyterian Church?
	Reformed theology
	Church government

	What’s Presbyterian worship like?
	The following videos of Presbyterian worship might of be of some interest:
	01/12/2020 10:30am Worship Service at The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, KY - YouTube
	Tenth Presbyterian Church Worship Service 9/11/16 11AM: “Binding the Strong Man” - YouTube
	Sacraments
	Infant baptism
	Predestination

