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March XX, 2025
Honorable Josh Becker
Chair, Senate Human Services Committee
1020 N Street, Room 521
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Senate Bill (SB) 1052 (Gonzalez) - SUPPORT

Dear Chair Becker:

[Insert Organization Name] is proud to support SB 1052, which would allow the State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) to make “contingent” appointments of authorized representatives to help people with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities (IDD) in accessing services if their family member or support system is suddenly unable to provide assistance, in addition to improving transparency and person-centered implementation in the appointment process. 

[INSERT ORGANIZATIONAL INFORMATION AND CONNECTION TO THE BILL]

Under current law, an Authorized Representative (AR) is tasked with assisting individuals with IDD in making decisions and advocating for their needs in specified circumstances, including when the person with IDD has requested the appoinment of an AR. The AR has no authority in legal, financial, or medical decisions, but can support a person with IDD in navigating regional center services and devleoping individual program plans (IPPs). 

If a person with IDD suddenly loses access to their current AR, involved family member or friend, or other support system, they might be suddenly left without advocacy support, which could result in gaps in essential services or individuals ending up in conservatorships – which are more restrictive and remove many of a person’s legal rights. As federal immigration enforcement activities have increased, concerns about separations have grown for people with IDD and their families.

SB 1052 addresses this issue by allowing SCDD to appoint “contingent” ARs, who can step in if a person with IDD suddenly loses a critical member of their support system. Additionally, it adds clarity to existing law on ARs by implementing timelines and standards for determining when an AR should be appointed.

No family should have to worry about what would happen to their loved one with IDD if they were unexpectedly separated. SB 1052 addresses the rising fears of family separations and increases protections for one of California’s most vulnerable populations, while safeguarding civil rights and improving person-centered implementation. For these reasons, [Insert Organization Name] supports SB 1052.

Sincerely,
Name
Title
Organization
