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Undoubtedly, the Anesi Ozmon family has felt
the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak over the
past few months. Our commitment to
providing our clients the best services
throughout these ever-changing times remains
steadfast. You can expect the same
unparalleled legal expertise and representation

from our attorneys as you did pre-pandemic. As always, I am
personally available to discuss any concerns you may have about
your case during these unprecedented times.

Our firm continues to evolve so that we can provide
extraordinary service to our clients, as we have recently become
a completely digital workplace, adopting new technologies, such
as Zoom videoconferencing and other digital mediums, to
expeditiously move cases forward. We have even used these
resources to expand the availability of some of our lesser-known
client services, such as coordinating meetings with financial
advisors to prepare for post-settlement life and providing
remote estate planning through the preparation of wills, trusts,
and powers of attorney.

I am incredibly proud of the resilience and dedication that our
staff and attorneys have displayed throughout this transition
and applaud them for continuing to drive forward on behalf of
our clients. We are just a phone call away and are happy to set
up a Zoom meeting for any client or potential client who would
like to meet “face to face.”

Our firm has been retained on several COVID-19 death cases,
and we continue to monitor developments with local laws and
regulations to effectively represent our clients impacted by the
virus. Please contact us to learn how we can help anyone
impacted by this illness. 

- John

Anesi Ozmon Pursues FELA Claim in U.S. Supreme Court

Our client was the conductor on a freight train operated by his co-



employee engineer when the train struck a standing train on a track
in Joliet, Illinois. The collision caused significant injuries to both our
client and the engineer, and extensive property damage in excess of
one million dollars to the locomotives on both trains and some of the
freight cars on the standing train that was struck. We filed on behalf
of our client under the Federal Employers’ Liability Act (FELA). The
railroad filed a counterclaim against our client alleging that it
sustained significant property damage in the accident and sought
reimbursement from the proceeds of the FELA claim.
 
We filed a motion to dismiss the counterclaim which was granted by the circuit court judge and
affirmed on appeal. The Illinois Supreme Court reversed the Appellate Court’s decision and held that
the railroad can pursue its own counterclaim against our client.
 
Attorney David Rapoport, who is “Of Counsel” to our firm, has begun the process of filing a Petition for
Writ of Certiorari to the United States Supreme Court, asking the high court to reverse the Illinois
Supreme Court and restore the rights and critical protection against damage reimbursement afforded
to railroad employees since the enactment of FELA in 1908.

Governor Pritzker Signs Legislation for COVID-19 Front-Line
Workers, First Responders For Workers’ Compensation Benefits 

Governor Pritzker signed into law Illinois House Bill 2455 on June 5, 2020, which lowers the burden of
proof necessary for first responders and front-line workers who contract COVID-19 to be eligible for
workers’ compensation benefits.

The new legislation assumes that essential workers who contract COVID-19 contracted it on the job if
their employment exposed them to the general public or a workplace location with more than 15
people, unless their employer proves otherwise. In order to be considered for workers’ compensation
benefits, the employee should obtain confirmation of COVID-19 or COVID-19 antibodies by either a
licensed medical professional or a positive laboratory test.

Protections of Illinois House Bill 2455 are only effective from March 9, 2020, through December 31,
2020.

The new law mirrors an emergency rule previously passed by the Illinois Workers’ Compensation
Commission (IWCC) on April 13, 2020, which critics argued was too costly for business owners and was
instituted without the proper legislative process. The IWCC later repealed the rule on April 27, 2020.

Supporters of the law argue that front-line workers potentially exposed to COVID-19 should be
guaranteed the protections of the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Act because they are putting
themselves at significant risk for infection or even death. The law is also meant to prevent front-line
workers from putting others at risk by having to make the difficult choice between self-isolating at
home or going to work to ensure a paycheck.

Front-line workers and first responders include those employed as police and fire personnel,
emergency medical technicians, paramedics, health care providers engaged in patient care, and
corrections officers.

Essential service employees as defined in Executive Order 2020-10 by Governor Pritzker are also



considered front-line workers. These include individuals working at grocery stores and pharmacies, gas
stations, financial institutions, hardware and supply stores, hotels, residential facilities, and those
working in transportation, shipping and delivery, logistics and manufacturing of essential supplies, as
well as in critical trades and labor union functions, among others.

If you or someone you know contracted COVID-19 while working, please contact Anesi Ozmon at 312-
372-3822 to discuss your rights.

 Anesi Ozmon Represents Client in COVID-19 Case

Jeffrey Alter represents our client, a now-deceased 49-year-old
operating engineer who was responsible for maintaining numerous
properties during the COVID-19 pandemic. Petitioner was not provided
any personal protective equipment by his employer but continued to
work as directed through March 31, 2020. He informed his employer
that he wasn’t feeling well and was told to stay home. He continued
feeling ill, self-quarantined, but was told that his symptoms were not
severe enough for him to seek medical treatment.
 
During the week of April 5, 2020, his condition declined, and on April 11, 2020, he experienced trouble
breathing. An ambulance was called and he was taken to the emergency room, where he was put on a
ventilator and later went into cardiac arrest. He was revived but doctors were unable to keep him alive.
Tragically, he passed away on April 12, 2020, from complications related to COVID-19.

Recent Verdicts and Settlements

A Local 63 Ironworker sustained a serious injury when 2,000 pounds of
steel tipped off a cart and crushed his right foot. After the initial surgery to secure
multiple fractures with hardware was unsuccessful, he ultimately had a
transmetatarsal amputation and lost about a third of his foot. 
 
Our 59-year-old client had lost his right eye from a gunshot wound at age 17, so

attorneys Doug Colby and Hayley Graham pursued workers’ compensation benefits under the seldom  used
Second Injury Fund, which provides lifetime benefits for an injured worker suffering from the permanent and
complete loss of two members. Qualifying for lifetime benefits required proving that our client had sustained
a 100% loss of use of his right foot despite evidence showing that he could walk, drive, and was deemed
capable of performing heavy physical work with his upper body. If successful, our client would receive a weekly
benefit for the rest of his life regardless of his ability to earn wages in the future. 
 
This case was tried before an arbitrator of the Workers ' Compensation Commission on October 15, 2018, who
agreed with our position and awarded him permanent total disability, a decision which was upheld on appeal.
 
Anesi Ozmon has been representing clients before the Workers’ Compensation Commission for 65 years. Our
experience secured our client with lifetime benefits that might have been missed by a less experienced firm.

Steve Berman and Brian Teven obtained a settlement in excess of
$1.8 million for a union plumber. The 50-year-old plumber
aggravated his low back when he tripped and fell over Nelson
Studs on a job site while carrying pipe. His previous back injury,
which required surgery ten years before the fall, was aggravated
and now necessitated fusion surgery due to continuing pain and
implantation of a spinal cord stimulator for pain management. 

John Popelka settled a case for a Local 1 ironworker for $500,000
after his doctors told him that he should not return to the trade.



Steven Berman is handling his third-party claim which is scheduled
for trial later this year.

Michael Teich and Brian Teven obtained a $525,000 recovery for a client
who sustained a knee injury while working. The client, a member of
Operating Engineers Local 399, was descending a stairway at his place of
employment when a defective step broke and caused him to fall. The
property owner refused to accept responsibility for the injury, claiming
that it had no notice that the step was defective. Anesi Ozmon filed suit
and forced the defendant to pay. 

Jeff Alter obtained an award at trial for a 40-year-old auto mechanic who suffered a back
injury that required multiple surgeries. His employer disputed the extent of the injury
and its related medical payments. Ultimately, our client was awarded permanent total
disability benefits for the rest of his life and open medical rights for treatment related to
his injury.

Jeff also obtained an award for a 34-year-old personal nursing assistant who injured her
back while assisting a patient from his bed. As a result, she suffered a herniated disc in
her lower back which caused the need for surgery. She was awarded medical expenses,

temporary total disability benefits, and permanency benefits totaling more than $235,000.

Michael Teich and Lisa Ciharan obtained a $320,000 recovery on
behalf of a client who was injured after he was required to walk
across black ice in a parking lot. While cases involving falls on
snow and ice can be difficult, our attorneys were able to show that
the snow was plowed and piled at the top of a slope which caused
runoff to pool and freeze at the bottom. Our client worked for a
food distributor and was making a delivery to the defendant’s
store when he slipped and fell, suffering a serious ankle injury. 

Estate Planning in the COVID-19 Era, by Steve Wade

These are uncertain times for all of us. Many of our clients have
expressed concerns and “what if” questions about their families and
their lives and what would happen to their assets if they were gone.
To provide some certainty, we’ve informed our clients that wills and
powers of attorney (POAs) can now be completed with our
assistance from the safety of their own homes.

Governor Pritzker issued an Executive Order allowing us to finalize
estate planning documents remotely. Now you can prepare a will,
powers of attorney, and even a trust without leaving your home.
Essentially, the only device needed to remotely sign your documents
is a personal computer, laptop, tablet, or even a smart phone, as long as they are equipped with a
camera and a microphone.

I can help you create wills, POAs, and trusts from home during this crisis. We are excited to report that
I am currently assisting a number of new estate-planning clients since the first stay-at-home order was



issued. Without a will or a trust, your assets could pass in a very different way from your choosing, and
the person handling your affairs could be someone other than whom you prefer. By creating a will and
power of attorney, you’re able to choose how you want things to be. Without a will and powers of
attorney, you and your family may incur unnecessary costs and experience avoidable delays. 

If you have already started the estate planning process but have not yet signed your documents, please
contact us about signing remotely. Remember that having unsigned documents is like having no
documents at all.

Please contact Steve Wade at 773-415-6054 or by email at swade@anesilaw.com to finalize your
estate planning documents or to get the process started.

Continuing Legal Education

Steve Berman
and Michael Teich
took part in the
North American
Brain Injury
Society’s annual
meeting in New
Orleans, LA. The
meeting brought

together experienced attorneys and medical
experts from across the country to discuss the
latest science regarding traumatic brain injury
and the impact these injuries have on the lives
of victims and their families.

Anesi Ozmon continues its strong record of
success in representing individuals who have
sustained traumatic brain injury.  

Ronald Smith is a consultant and investigator
with Anesi Ozmon and has been with the firm
for two years. He recently completed his
graduate degree in Children’s Law and Policy
from Loyola University School of Law in
Chicago. He retired from the DuPage County
Sheriff’s Office after 23 years of dedicated
service and almost 30 years total in law
enforcement.

Ronald began his career with the Lisle Police
Department as a community service officer in
1990 and continued as a Lisle police officer. He
transferred to the DuPage County Sheriff’s
Department in 1997 to serve as a patrol deputy
in the Law Enforcement Bureau. During his
time with the Sheriff’s Office, Ronald also
served in various roles or collateral duties:
juvenile officer, field training officer, report
writing instructor, evidence technician, Crisis
Intervention Team Leader and State-Certified
instructor, and as a crisis negotiator for both
the former Sheriff’s Office Special Operations
Team and the recently established
Metropolitan SWAT Team of DuPage County.

Recognition and Awards

Emerging Lawyer
Lisa Ciharan and Hayley Graham were named Illinois Emerging
Lawyers by Law Bulletin. The Emerging Lawyers list is based on a
peer survey and is designed to identify the top two percent of
lawyers who are 40 years old or younger or practicing law 10
years or less, and have proven themselves professional, ethical,
and experienced at an early point in their legal career.

Leading Lawyer
Jeff Alter, Steve Berman, Patrick Blum, Doug Colby, Jennifer Kelly, Mark Novak, John Popelka, Michael
Teich, and Brian Teven were recommended by their peers to be among Leading Lawyers’ Top Injury
Lawyers in Illinois.

mailto:swade@anesilaw.com
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https://lawbulletinmedia.com/legal/business-development/leading-lawyers/
https://lawbulletinmedia.com/legal/business-development/leading-lawyers/


llinois Super Lawyers
Doug Colby, Mark Novak, and Michael Teich were named Illinois Super
Lawyers by the Leading Lawyers, a division of Law Bulletin Publishing
Company, which publishes the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin and Chicago
Lawyer.

Lisa Ciharan and Hayley Graham were named Illinois Super Lawyer Rising
Stars. To be eligible for inclusion in Rising Stars, a candidate must be either
40 years old or younger or in practice for 10 years or less. While up to 5 percent of the lawyers in a state
are named to Super Lawyers, no more than 2.5 percent are named to Rising Stars.

American Institute of Legal Counsel

Anesi, Ozmon, Rodin, Novak & Kohen, Ltd. was named one of the American
Institute of Legal Counsel’s top ten firms for client satisfaction.

John Popelka was named one of the American Institute of Legal Counsel’s top ten
workers’ compensation attorneys.

Jeff Alter was named one of the American Institute of Legal Counsel’s top ten
social security disability lawyers.

Women’s Bar Association of Illinois
Hayley Graham was elected to the Women’s Bar Association
of Illinois’ (WBAI’s) 2020-2021 Board of Directors. Hayley will
serve a two-year term as a WBAI Director, and she also serves
as a WBAI newsletter co-chair. She is the editor of the WBAI
newsletter, which is distributed to all members. We look forward to a great year ahead!

Patrick Blum has been Inducted into the Prestigious Marquis
Who’s Who Biographical Registry 
Patrick Blum was inducted into the prestigious Marquis Who’s
Who Biographical Registry, profiling individuals for their
noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and prominence in
their fields. Marquis Who’s Who identifies accomplished,
seasoned professionals, chronicling their many great
achievements, and has recognized Patrick for his distinguished
career as a personal injury attorney.

Patrick obtained his Bachelor of Science from Purdue University
and his Doctor of Jurisprudence from the Southwestern University School of Law. He was admitted to
practice law by the Illinois State Bar Association in 2009 and has represented cases before the United
States District Court for the Central District and Northern District of Illinois. He is a member of the
American Association for Justice, the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, and the Association of Plaintiff
Interstate Trucking Lawyers of America.

Patrick is a renowned attorney with nearly 20 years of expertise in plaintiff civil litigation. He has been
recognized among the National Trial Lawyers’ Top 40 Under 40, the Top 100 Trial Lawyers, and as an
Illinois Leading Lawyer. He has known since the age of 12 that he wanted to pursue a career in law, and
attributes his success to never losing sight of his values or forgetting the importance and impact of his
work and helping others.

Read the full press release here.
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Anniversaries

On March 30, 2020, Jeff Alter celebrated his 20-year anniversary as an
attorney with Anesi Ozmon. Jeff started with Anesi in 1997 as a law clerk
and was named a partner in 2011. Jeff is currently the head of our
Workers’ Compensation Department.

On April 8, 2020, Hayley Graham celebrated her 7-year anniversary as an
attorney with Anesi Ozmon.

On April 22, 2020, Jennifer Kelly celebrated her 7-year anniversary as an
attorney with Anesi Ozmon.

Philanthropy

Anesi Ozmon was a proud sponsor of the 21st
Annual Judicial Reception which was hosted
by the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois on
March 5 at the Chicago Cultural Center. Four
judges were honored with the Honorable Mary
Heftel Hooton Award. The Judicial Reception is
an event to honor the judiciary and provide
guests with an opportunity to meet and
socialize with state and federal judges.

Over 20 years ago, Mark Novak endowed a
scholarship at the Loyola University School of
Law School in Chicago for the sons and
daughters of union members. This year’s
recipient is Cristal Nova, a graduate of the
University of Illinois, who plans to practice
Healthcare law. Upon being awarded the
scholarship, Cristal stated: “I am honored to
receive this significant award, as it is a true
privilege to have the ability to study without a
concern for financial pressures. I was amazed
to learn of a foundation that supported the
dependents of trade union members. I will do
my best to insure that [this] investment is
worthwhile and is able to be paid forward with
the completion of my educational journey at
Loyola."

Volunteerism

Jennifer Kelly serves as the President of the Chicago Bar
Foundation’s (CBF) Young Professionals Board (YPB). Members of
the YPB are an active and diverse group of young attorneys and
professionals with ties to the legal community. The YPB is dedicated
to helping the CBF further its mission of improving access to justice
for those in need and making the legal system fair and efficient for
everyone. To learn more or get involved:
https://chicagobarfoundation.org/about/ypb/

 
Jennifer Kelly was also recently selected to serve on the Chicago Bar Association (CBA) and Chicago Bar
Foundation’s (CBF’s) first-of-its-kind Illinois joint task force that worked to identify strategies to provide

https://wbaillinois.org/events/judicialreception/
https://www.anesilaw.com/attorneys/mark-novak/
https://www.luc.edu/law/
https://chicagobarfoundation.org/about/ypb/


more affordable and efficient legal services to the public, while also working to make the practice of law
more innovative and sustainable for lawyers.

The joint CBA/CBF Task Force on the Sustainable Practice of Law & Innovation, co-chaired by Retired
Illinois Appellate Judge Mary Anne Mason, joined a number of states across the nation examining legal
regulatory reforms in response to an ever-changing legal landscape and a growing gap in the ability of
citizens to obtain access to justice. The task force recently concluded its work and finalized its
recommended rules changes to the Illinois Supreme Court.
 

Follow & Like Us On Social Media

Stay up-to-date and follow Anesi Ozmon on your Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter accounts. Please share
with your friends and colleagues. Click below to follow us!

     

How are we doing? Please leave us a review.

Our number one priority is providing outstanding service to our clients.
We’d love to hear from you, so please click here to leave us a review and let
us know how we’re doing.
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About
Anesi Ozmon, Chicago's premier personal injury law firm since 1955, has earned its reputation for excellence by
winning record jury verdicts and achieving multimillion-dollar settlements for its clients. For more than 60 years, the
firm has limited its practice to representing people and their families who are injured or killed through the negligence of
others. The firm concentrates in personal injury litigation including construction negligence, plant and pipeline
explosions and workers’ compensation claims; medical malpractice and nursing home abuse cases; automobile,
motorcycle and trucking negligence cases; defective and dangerous product cases; federal litigation for railroad
injuries; premises liability cases including slip and fall and dog bites; Social Security disability claims, as well as wills
and estate planning, real estate transactions and other family law matters.

The firm has been one of the leaders of the trial bar for more than 60 years. It is recognized as a Tier 1 Best Law Firm
for personal injury litigation and workers’ compensation law by U. S. News and World Report. Many attorneys have
been recognized as AV Preeminent Peer Review rated by Martindale-Hubbell, named Best Lawyers in America and
featured in Illinois Leading Lawyers and Illinois Super Lawyers. The firm's associates have been recognized as Super
Lawyer Rising Stars and Illinois Emerging Lawyers, and several of our attorneys have been featured in the annual
Chicago Lawyer Women in Law edition of Chicago Lawyer magazine, highlighting women in leadership roles.

Find more information at www.anesilaw.com.
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