
April 30, 2019 

Subject: Support for SWEEP EV-Ready Building Codes Proposal (CE217-19) 

Dear International Energy Conservation Committee, 

The signatories of this letter, collectively referred to herein as the Coalition, are pleased to support 
SWEEP’s proposal to add EV-Ready requirements for new single family, multi-family and commercial 
buildings to the 2021 National IECC (proposal number CE217-19, which is attached to this letter). The 
Coalition represents a broad and diverse mix of environmental organizations, clean energy companies, 
electric vehicle (EV) charging manufacturers and providers, electric utilities, consumer groups, 
automakers and public health and science advocates that strongly support EV adoption and improved 
building codes.  
 
This proposal is extremely critical because Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) have emerged as a promising 
long-term clean transportation alternative to gasoline powered cars, and are therefore, extremely 
critical for future reductions in greenhouse gases. EVs also provide public health benefits through 
reduced local air pollution and save consumers money in the form of lower fuel and vehicle 
maintenance costs. Every major auto manufacturer in the world has announced a plan to electrify a 
significant portion of their vehicle fleet over the next 3-5 years, and the U.S. market will have a selection 
of over 80 electric models by 2022. However, to recharge these new EVs, the U.S. will need millions of 
new charging ports in single-family, multi-family residential, workplace, and commercial buildings.  
 
Supportive policies like EV-ready building codes can help provide EV infrastructure solutions for several 
reasons. First, the absence of pre-existing EV charging infrastructure, such as electrical panel capacity, 
raceways, and pre-wiring can lead to retrofit costs up to ten times higher than the cost of installing this 
infrastructure during new construction or major renovations. Secondly, new residential and commercial 
buildings last for decades, so it is critical that charging infrastructure is incorporated during original 
construction. In addition, there are significant logistical barriers for multi-family residential and 
commercial building tenants to install new charging stations in existing buildings. Finally, the standards 
are technology neutral and will support a wide spectrum of EV charging technologies. 
 
In conclusion, the Coalition strongly supports SWEEP’s proposal to increase EV-ready parking standards 
in the upcoming code cycle, which will facilitate EV adoption in new and renovated residential and 
commercial buildings to achieve cleaner air and provide the opportunity for all Americans to save money 
on transportation. We look forward to continuing to work together to continue to strengthen the 
building code to meet the growing EV adoption and infrastructure demand across the U.S. Thank you 
very much for the opportunity to comment.  
 
 
 
 
 



The following businesses, governments, and orgnizations support the addition of EV-ready requirements to the 
residential and commercial IECC (CE-217 Parts 1 & 2).


