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ho is considered a Talmid

Chacham?*  The  Gemara
Kidushin (49b) implies that the status
of a “Talmid” and the status of a
“Chacham” are similar however the
“Chacham” is superior. It is indeed
logical to assume that a Talmid
Chacham is superior to a Talmid, as
is implied by the Gemara Shabbos
(114a-“Who is a Talmid Chacham”).
Rashi there explains that a Talmid
Chacham is much greater than the
Talmid referred to here. According to
Tosfos however they are equal.

The Tur (OH”Ch-136 & 575) and
Gemara Taanis (10b) explicitly state
that a Talmid and Talmid Chacham are
considered equal. “Do not say | am a

Talmid . . . but rather every Talmid
Chacham...”
It is understood that a Talmid

Chacham is equivalent to a Talmid.

As the Ramabam explains (Laws of
forbidden relations Ch. 20) present
day Kohanim are presumed to be
of genuine priestly descent and are
therefore allowed to eat Terumah
D’rabannan.  Terumah  D’oraissa
however is forbidden unless the
Kohen is able to confirm his lineage
(Kohen Meyuchas). In a similar vein
one should not be overly stringent
regarding the status of a Talmid
Chacham, by requiring the highest
caliber of scholarship, rather anyone
who knows a single Mesechta is
presumed to be a Talmid Chacham.

*Editor’s note: This discussion revolves around
the law that a Yisroel should not marry the
daughter of a Kohen unless he is a Talmid
Chacham (see Pesachim 49a).

Michael Carciente MD

Board certified Neurologist 332 E. 14TH ST.
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To clarify: The Torah is unlimited, as [implied
by] the verse (Tehillim 84:8): “They shall
proceed from strength to strength.” There are
an unlimited number of levels— each one an
ascent over the previous one — within the
comprehension of the Torah. In the Ultimate
Future, G-dliness will be revealed through
the comprehension of the inner dimensions
of the Torah, i.e., Mashiach will teach the
entire nation the inner dimensions of the
Torah — even what is hidden in the present
era. Needless to say, [Mashiach] will certainly
know more than any of the people. For not
everything that he himself comprehends will
he be able to reveal and teach to the entire
nation, because they will be incapable of
understanding it.

Due to this quality, he will be called a king.
For in the mortal realm, the [subject-]
king relationship is defined only by bittul:
[making a commitment that is] above the
limits of one’s mind. For when something is
thoroughly comprehended by one’s mind,
there is no need for an order from the king:
even without [the king’s] command, one
considers the matter proper and correct. An
order is necessary only when a matter runs

WHAT MAKES MASHIACH A KING?

contrary to one’s intellect and he considers
it astonishing. Nevertheless, because of [the
king’s] order and decree, he is required to
carry it out. He nullifies his will to the king’s
will, because [he appreciates that] he does not
comprehend the hidden rationale in the king’s
inner heart. This is an expression of bittul to a
level above his wisdom. Although the matter
is not grasped within his mind thoroughly, he
heeds the king’s decree, [confident that] the
king [comprehends why] it is correct and he
has a satisfactory explanation.

Similar concepts apply with regard to the
Torah, which contains both mitzvos and
chukim. [The rationale for] the mitzvos can
be comprehended, e.g., [those of] tzitzis and
tefillin. The chukim, by contrast, [transcend
intellectual comprehension], like [the laws
of] the Red Heifer or shaatnez. [In the latter
instance,] both wool and linen alone are
permitted, as is each one of them when
combined with silk. It is only a combination of
these two fabrics that is forbidden to be worn.
In the Ultimate Future, Mashiach will reveal
the motivating principles [for] the Torah’s
[commandments]. He himself, however, will
receive an infinitely greater revelation than

what he will be able to communicate to the
nation, as it is written (Yeshayahu 52:13):
“Behold, my servant will become wise. He
will become exalted, will be raised high
and become exceedingly lofty.” [The verse
refers to] five levels. “He will become wise,”
[indicates that he will surpass] Avraham.... The
term T8N (meod) [in the phrase “exceedingly
lofty”] shares the letters of the name DN
(Adam), i.e., [Mashiach’s understanding]
will surpass that of Adam the first man who
is identified with Sublime Chochmah, for
Mashiach will receive a greater revelation.
Therefore, Mashiach will serve as a king
over the Jewish people even though they
will all be Torah scholars, and the motivating
principles [for] the Torah’s [commandments]
will be revealed to them. Nevertheless, not
everything that will be revealed to Mashiach
will be revealed to them. Instead, [this deeper
understanding] will serve as an encompassing
light above them. Due to this [encompassing
light], [Mashiach] will be called a king over
them, for kingship involves [a dimension that]
transcends the understanding of the recipient.

Mitzvas Minui Melech (Part 2)

Translated by Eliyahu Touger
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AN UNSUCCESSFUL
BUSINESS VENTURE

In keeping with the advice of our Sages to be self-
reliant and avoid being supported by others, after
his chassunah (when he had the obligation of
supporting a family) the Tzemach Tzedek tried his
hand in business.

The Tzemach Tzedek first invested his entire dowry
with a reputable merchant, with the agreement
that he would receive part of the profits at
regular intervals. In this way he would be able
to learn without having to rely on anyone for
support. Unfortunately, however, the merchant
suffered severe losses, leaving the Tzemach Tzedek
with nothing. Seeing that this venture had not
succeeded, the Tzemach Tzedek decided to go into
business himself.

As a partner, the Tzemach Tzedek chose the great
talmid chacham Rav Nechemia of Dubrovna, a
devoted chossid of the Alter Rebbe who was
also his first cousin through marriage.! After
considerable thought, they decided to start an
oven-making business.

Fashioning ovens proved to be a tedious,
painstaking, and time-consuming job. First they
would mold clay into the form of an oven. Then
they would bake the clay so that it would harden
properly. Finally, they would heat the clay with a
small fire to detect and seal the small cracks that
remained.

Like all manual laborers, they conversed with each

other to help pass time. But since they were both
great scholars, their discussions were far from idle
talk, revolving instead around the subjects they
were studying at the time. However, the deeper
and more involved their conversations would
become, the less attention they would pay to what
they were doing.

During one such conversation, one of the two men
was in the process of sealing the cracks from the
outside while the other one was sealing them from
the inside. Engrossed as he was in the topic under
discussion, the first one sealed the door shut, not
realizing that what he had just closed up was the
opening and not another crevice.

Before long, the level of heat in the oven rose
dramatically, to the extent that the oven was
becoming consumed from the flames. At one
point, the one inside cried out from the growing
heat of the fire. This succeeded in disrupting
his thoughts. Finally realizing that something
was wrong, he quickly broke open the door and
rescued his colleague. However, the oven itself
was not as lucky. It was totally destroyed beyond
repair, and they were fortunate to have the chance
to extinguish the fire before it consumed the entire
house.

Needless to say, they both came to the realization
that they would never succeed as businessmen.

After this event, the Tzemach Tzedek reluctantly

accepted a job as a tutor for older boys, but he
made sure to conceal his greatness.
2

A VISIT TO RUZHIN

After the histalkus of the Mitteler Rebbe, the
Tzemach Tzedek refused to accept the nesius for
some time (even though he was the son-in-law of
the Mitteler Rebbe and the beloved grandson of
the Alter Rebbe).

Seeing that no one was willing to become the
new Rebbe, some of the chassidim traveled to the
tzaddik Rav Yisroel of Ruzhin to ask him to become
their Rebbe.

That Shabbos, during one of the meals, the
Ruzhiner repeated the following Torah thought:

“When Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to take the
Yidden out of Mitzrayim, Moshe asked: ‘When
| come to the Yidden, they will tell me, “What is
Hashem’s name?” What should | tell them??

“Moshe’s words can also be explained as follows:
‘The Yidden are so knowledgeable that they
themselves will tell me what Hashem’s name is.? If
so, what is left for me to teach them?’”

Turning to the Chabad chassidim, the Ruzhiner
said: “What can | teach you that you have not been
taught already? | advise you to go to your Rebbe.
He will teach you new concepts that have never
been heard before!”

The Ruzhiner then continued:

“As a reply to Moshe’s question, Hashem said, “'nN
NN WK — | will be who | will be/* The numerical
value of the word 'nN’ is 21. Since Hashem said this
word twice, we can multiply 21 by 21, which equals
441, N“nn.

“N“nn spells out nnK, truth. It is also an acronym
for the words nnXx bDnin min, the Torah of
Menachem [i.e., the Tzemach Tzedek] is true.”

The Chabad chassidim had their answer.
Immediately after Shabbos they left Ruzhin for
Lubavitch, planning to repeat the Ruzhiner’s words
to the chassidim there.

When they arrived, they were greeted by their
friends who had remained in Lubavitch. To their
great surprise, their colleagues related that the
Tzemach Tzedek had also mentioned that 21
multiplied by 21 equals 441, which spells out nn«.
The Tzemach Tzedek had further noted that X“nn
has an additional meaning, but no one knew what
he was hinting to.

Now it was the turn of those who had remained
in Lubavitch to be startled. Their fellow chassidim
related that the Ruzhiner had said this explanation
as well, and he had also revealed the second
meaning!

Evidently, it was at this time that the Tzemach
Tzedek finally acquiesced to the request of the
chassidim to become Rebbe.

“THE REBBE DOESN'T
MAKE A MISTAKE!”

There was once a Jewish innkeeper who rented an
inn from the local poritz for many years. One year,
the poritz suddenly informed him that he would
not renew the lease, even for a larger amount of
money. No explanation was given, and the poritz
refused to even discuss the issue.

Heartbroken, the innkeeper spoke to his friends
and asked them for advice. Giving the matter much
consideration, they concluded that there was
one avenue that might prove successful. “There
is a wealthy Jew in the area who has numerous
dealings with the poritz. If he will intercede with
the poritz on your behalf, perhaps he will agree to
renew your lease.

“The problem is that you don’t know this rich
individual, and he might not want to get involved.
Our advice, therefore, is to travel to Lubavitch
and ask the Rebbe [the Tzemach Tzedek] to write
a letter to him, requesting that he intercede on
your behalf. He will definitely heed the Rebbe’s
request!”

With that, they sent him off, wishing him much
hatzlachah.

Entering the Rebbe’s room for a yechidus, the
innkeeper told the Rebbe his painful story. “I was
advised by my friends,” he concluded humbly, “to
ask the Rebbe to be so kind as to write a letter to
this wealthy Yid, requesting him to intercede on
my behalf.”

The Rebbe the Tzemach Tzedek acceded to
his request. He took out a pen, wrote a letter,
addressed it, and gave it to the innkeeper. Full of
gratitude, he thanked the Rebbe and left the room.

Of course, it would be disrespectful to read what
the Rebbe had written while in the Rebbe’s room.
But once the innkeeper had left the room, he
decided to take a look at his letter of salvation. To
his shock and dismay, while it was addressed to a
person with the same first name, the last name did
not match that of the wealthy Yid. The letter was
directed to someone else entirely!

The Yid approached the gabbai® and asked him for
permission to enter the Rebbe’s room a second
time. However, the gabbai wouldn’t hear of it.
“You were in yechidus with the Rebbe and received
whatever the Rebbe gave you,” he said. “Now there
are others who are waiting for their turn to enter!”

The quiet argument quickly turned into a loud
commotion. “Not only isn’t the addressee
associated with the poritz,” bewailed the distressed
innkeeper, “he lives in a different city altogether.
How is he supposed to help me!?”

As they were arguing, the Maharil passed by
and noticed the commotion. He approached
the distraught man and asked him what was the
matter.

The poor innkeeper poured out his bitter heart to
the Rebbe’s son. He told him how the poritz had
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suddenly refused to renew his lease for no apparent
reason, and that his friends had advised him to ask
the Rebbe to write a letter to an influential Yid who
had connections with the poritz. “Your father the
Rebbe indeed wrote a letter,” he said, “but it is
addressed to the wrong person! And now he,” he
continued, pointing to the gabbai, “won’t let me go
back and tell the Rebbe about the mistake!”

“With Father there are no mistakes!” the Maharil
declared firmly. “If he addressed the letter to a
different person, it is because your salvation will
come through him, not through the person you
requested. Go and deliver the letter as my father
directed, and everything will turn out for the good.
Hashem will certainly help you!”

Encouraged by the Maharil’s decisive words, the
innkeeper made his way to the other Yid and
delivered the letter to him. Upon reading the letter,
the Jew — although not a chossid himself — told
the innkeeper: “If the tzaddik sent you here, | am
sure you will be helped somehow. How, | don’t
know, especially since | have no dealings with
that poritz. But stay here for a while as my guest,
and we will see how things work out.” And so the
innkeeper remained.

A number of days passed, and nothing significant
had yet occurred. Then, one evening, a huge
blizzard descended upon the area. In the middle of
the night, insistent knocking could be heard on the
window, rousing the household from its slumber.

Sleepily, the homeowner asked who it was. The
reply brought a knowing smile to his face.

“I am the wagon driver of the poritz, Mr. so-and-
so,” said the voice, mentioning the name of the
very poritz from which his guest rented his inn.
“Our wagon is stuck deep in the snow, and although
it is hitched to strong horses, it won’t budge. We

were afraid we would have to spend a frigid night
in the carriage, and | don’t even want to consider
the consequences that may have resulted. Then,
we suddenly noticed a light coming from your
house. Would you be so kind as to help me bring
in the poritz?”

Quietly, the Yid turned to his guest. “Your salvation
is near!” he said. “However, for now it will be best
if you stay in your room.” He quickly rushed out
to the barn, took his sled and horses, and hurried
over to the frozen poritz. He then brought him
back to his home and gave him a hot drink and
some nourishing food. The poritz warmed up and
slowly came back to himself.

When he had fully regained his strength, the poritz
turned to his host. “You saved my life!” he said
thankfully. “How can | repay you? | will give you
anything you ask. Should you so desire, | am ready
to give you half of my possessions!”

“My dear poritz!” the Jew replied. “Praised
be Hashem, | am quite comfortable and have
whatever | need. As for helping you, | refuse to
accept compensation for saving a person’s life.
However, | do have one request.

“A relative of mine® has been renting an inn from
you for many years. He has always paid you on time
and has never given you any problems. He recently
informed me that for some unknown reason,
you will not be renewing his lease. He is utterly
distraught; the inn is his only source of income and
he has no place to go. | humbly request from you
to please refrain from evicting him, and allow him
to continue renting the inn!”

“That innkeeper is your relative?!” said the poritz,
astonished. “Listen to what | am about to tell you.”

“The truth is as you have said; he has rented the inn
for many years, and indeed he has always paid me

on time. | myself have no problems or complaints
against him. However, there is a wealthy Jew in my
area who has been pressuring me for some time to
rent the inn to a relative of his. He believes it will
provide him with a solid income.”

“Since we do a large amount of business together,
| couldn’t refuse him. But now that | know that the
present innkeeper is your relative, | will not force
him out. Not only that, | will allow him to remain
there rent-free! | will prepare a document right
now to this effect.”

The poritz took out a pen and paper, wrote his
decision, placed his seal on the document, and
handed it to the Yid, who gave it to his grateful
guest.

The innkeeper would repeat this story time and
again, concluding with the following statement:

“Who was this wealthy Jew who wanted the poritz
to evict me? It was none other than the person to
whom | had originally requested the letter to be
written, following which | thought the Rebbe had
erred! So even if you are certain that the facts say
otherwise, know that the Rebbe sees infinitely
more clearly than we do. The Rebbe never makes

1

a mistake

1. Rav Nechemia wrote a sefer of halachic responsa titled Divrei
Nechemia. He was married to the daughter of Reb Chaim Avrohom,
the second son of the Alter Rebbe.

2. Shemos 3:13: DN'9X IDIX D ,IDK DD 12 1DXI.

3. Compiler’s note: According to this explanation, the words 12 noxI
Inw N0 are read as a statement (instead of a question): “They will tell
me what his name is.”

4. Shemos 3:14.

5. Compiler’s note: The gabbai was probably Chaim Ber, the main
gabbai of the Rebbe the Tzemach Tzedek.

6. In the sense that all Jews are brothers.
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Yes,

Regular hours

throughout Yom Towv.
6:00 AM - 2:00 AM

7/ days a week.

we’re open!
marom oo
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574 Empire Blvd.

Heichal HaLimmud Tifferes Yitzchok is a center dedicated exclusively
for Torah learning. Conveniently located in the center of Crown Heights,
the Heichal Halimmud provides a welcome setting for individual study,
Chavrusa learning, father and son learning, and/or small shiurim.
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